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|. INTRODUCTION

The Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE) program provides a continuous and comprehensive flow
of data on the buying habits of American consumers. These data are used widely in economic research
and analysis, and in support of revisions of the Consumer Price Index. To meet the needs of users, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) produces population estimates for consumer units (CUs) of average
expenditures in news releases, reports, issues, and articles in the Monthly Labor Review. Tabulated CE
data are also available on the Internet and by facsimile transmission (See Section XVI. APPENDIX 5).
The microdata are available on CD-ROMs.

These microdata files present detailed expenditure and income data from the Interview
component of the CE for 2007 and the first quarter of 2008. The Interview survey collects data on up to
95 percent of total household expenditures. In addition to the FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, and ITAB_IMPUTE
files, the microdata include files created directly from the expenditure sections of the Interview survey
(EXPN files). The EXPN files contain expenditure data and ancillary descriptive information, often not
available on the FMLY or MTAB files, in a format similar to the Interview questionnaire. In addition to the
extra information available on the EXPN files, users can identify distinct spending categories easily and
reduce processing time due to the organization of the files by type of expenditure.

Estimates of average expenditures in 2007 from the Interview Survey, integrated with data from
the Diary Survey, will be published in the report Consumer Expenditures in 2007 (due out in 2009). A list
of recent publications containing data from the CE appears at the end of this documentation.

The microdata files are in the public domain and, with appropriate credit, may be reproduced

without permission. A suggested citation is: "U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Consumer Expenditure Survey, Interview Survey, 2007."

. CHANGES FROM THE 2006 MICRODATA FILES
A. FMLY file

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

CUINCOME 3435 CHAR(2)

CUIN_OME 3437 CHAR(1)

Variable Additions
. o Start

Variable name Description Position Format

REVSMORT Do you have a reverse mortgage on this 6199 CHAR(1)
home?
1-Yes
2-No

REVS_ORT 6200 CHAR(1)

RVSLUMP Coded 6201 CHAR(1)
1 — Reverse mortgage paid as a lump sum

RVSLUMP_ 6202 CHAR(1)

RVSREGMO Coded 6203 CHAR(1)
2 — Reverse mortgage paid in regular monthly
payments




RVSR_GMO 6204 CHAR(1)
RVSLOC Coded 6205 CHAR(1)
3 — Reverse mortgage available as a line of
credit
RVSLOC_ 6206 CHAR(1)
RVSOTHPY Coded 6207 CHAR(1)
4 — Reverse mortgage paid in another method,
specify
RVSO_HPY 6208 CHAR(1)
TYPEPYX Since the first of the month, three months ago, 6209 NUM(8)
what was the amount you received from the
reverse mortgage?
TYPEPYX _ 6217 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description

RECORDS Changed from:

In answering questions about expenses, did the respondent
consult bills, receipts, check stubs, expense books, tax returns,
or other records?

CODED

1 Always

2 Almost always
3 Mostly

4 Occasionally
5 Almost never
6 Never

Changed to:

In answering questions about expenses, did the respondent
consult bills, receipts, check stubs, expense books, tax returns,
or other records?

CODED

1 Always or almost always (90% of the time or more)
2 Most of the time (50% to 89% of the time)

3 Occasionally (10% to 49% of the time)

4 Never or almost never (less than 10% of the time)

Summary Variable Changes
Note — the same changes apply to the “CQ” (Current quarter) Summary variables

FDHOMEPQ  Food at home last quarter
190904 *790220°P(72  *790230 (V72 *790240 N(Y072)

ALCBEVPQ Alcoholic beverages last quarter
200900 *790310P(Y%72 %790320°(072  x790330NY0"2 790420

MRTINTPQ Mortgage interest last quarter
220311 220313 *220321°(%72 880110




OTHLODPQ  Other lodging last quarter

210210 210310 210902 220122 220212 220312 220314 *220322°(2 220902 230123 230152
230902 240113 240123 240214 240223 240313 240323 320613 320623 320633 340912 880310
990940 *680905 (Y072

OTHHEXPQ  Other household expenses last quarter
330511 340510 340620 340630 340901 340907 340908 340915690113 690114 690116 *690310NY"?
990900

TELEPHPQ  Telephone services last quarter
270101 270102 270104 *270105 N7

MISCEQPQ Miscellaneous household equipment last quarter

320120 320130 320150 *320210°0972 320220 *320231°0Y%72 320232 *320233NY"2 320410 320420
320901 320902 320903 320904 340904 430130 690111 690112 690115 690210 690230 690241
690242 690243 690244 690245

MENSIXPQ Clothing for men, 16 and over last quarter
360110 360120 360210 360311 360312 360320 360330 360340 360350 360410 *360511P(°2
*360512 P02 *360513 (Y72 360901 360902

BOYFIFPQ Clothing for boys, 2 to 15 last quarter
370110 370120 370130 370211 370212 370213 370220 370311 *370312P(072 x370313P(072)
370314 NY072 370902 370903 370904

WOMSIXPQ  Clothing for women, 16 and over last quarter
380110 380210 380311 380312 380313 380320 *380331°(Y072 x3803320(Y072) x380333N(Y072 380340
380410 380420 380430380510 380901 380902 380903

GRLFIFPQ Clothing for girls, 2 to 15 last quarter
390110 390120 390210 *390221P(072 =%390222 (V072 %390223N(Y072 390230 390310 390321 390322
390901 390902

TVRDIOPQ Televisions, radios, and sound equipment last quarter

270310 *270311NY%72 310140 310210 310220 310230 310240 310311 310313 310314 310320 310333
310334 310340 310350 340610 340902 340905 610130 *690320N(Y072  %g90330N(Y072  *6g0340 N(Y072
*690350 Y972 620904 620912 *620916 NY072)

OTHENTPQ Other entertainment last quarter

520901 520904 520907 600110 600121 600122 600132 600141 600142 600210 600310 600410
600420 600430 600901 600902 610210 610230 620320 620330 620905 620906 620908 620909
620919 620921 620922 620930 *680310NY"2 *6g0320 N2

EDUCAPQ Education last quarter
660110 660210 *660410NY"2 660901 660902 670110 670210 *670410NY°"2 670901 670902

VOTHRLOP Expenditures on owned vacation homes last quarter including mortgage interest, insurance, taxes,
and maintenance

210902 220122 220212 220312 220314 *220322°(°2) 220902 230119 230123 230152 230902
240113 240123 240214 240223 240313 240323 320613 320623 320633 340912 *680905M"°"2 880310
990940



B. MEMB file

No Changes

C. MTAB file

UCC Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following UCCs will be deleted from the MTAB file:

ucc Title

220321 Prepayment penalty, owned home

220322 Prepayment penalty, owned vacation home

320210 Clocks

320231 Other household decorative items

360511 Men’s pants

360512 Men’s shorts and shorts sets

370312 Boys’ pants

370313 Boys’ shorts and shorts sets

380331 Women’s pants

380332 Women’s shorts and shorts sets

390221 Girls’ skirts and pants

390222 Girls’ shorts and shorts sets

790220 Food and nonalcoholic beverage purchases at grocery stores
790230 Food and nonalcoholic beverage purchases at convenience stores
790310 Beer and wine for home use

790320 Other alcohol for home use

910100 Rental equivalence of owned vacation home

UCC Additions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following UCCs will be added to the MTAB file:

uUcCcC

Title

270105

Voice over IP telephone service

270311

Satellite radio service

320233

Clocks and other household decorative items

360513

Men’s pants and shorts

370314

Boys’ pants and shorts

380333

Women’s pant and shorts

390223

Girls’ skirts, pants, and shorts

620916

Rental of video or computer hardware or software

660410

School books, supplies, and equipment for vocational or technical school

670410

Tuition for vocational or technical school

680310

Live entertainment for catered affairs

680320

Rental of party supplies for catered affairs

680905

Vacation clubs

690310

Installation for computers

690320

Installation for TVs




690330 Installation for satellite TV equipment

690340 Installation of sound systems

690350 Installation of other video or sound systems

790240 Average food and nonalcoholic beverage expenses

790330 Beer, wine, and other alcohol for home use

910101 Rental equivalence for vacation home not available for rent
910102 Rental equivalence for vacation home available for rent
910103 Rental equivalence for timeshares

UCC Content Changes
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following UCCs will have the noted content and/or title changes. All content
changes are explained, otherwise there is simply a title change.

ucc Title
190902 Food and beverages for catered affairs (now only includes food and beverages)
310230 Video and computer game hardware and software
320150 Barbeque grills and outdoor equipment
350110 Renter’s insurance
360350 Men’s swimsuits, warm-up or ski suits
370904 Boys’ swimsuits, warm-up or ski suits
380340 Women’s swimsuits, warm-up or ski suits
390230 Girls’ swimsuits, warm-up or sKi suits
440900 Clothing storage outside the home
600141 Purchase of motor home
600143 Trade-in allowance for motor home
620921 Rental of motor home
860301 Amount motor home sold or reimbursed
870605 Purchase of motor home, not financed
870606 Principal, motor home, financed
870607 Interest, motor home, financed
870608 Down payment, motor home, financed
610130 Musical instruments, supplies, and accessories (now includes pianos)
620904 R.ental and repair of musical instruments, supplies, and accessories (now includes
pianos)
D. ITAB file
No changes
E. EXPN files

General note: Throughout the survey questions, the phrase ““...NOT used for business...”” was replaced with the
phrase “...NOT used entirely for business...”.

1. RNT file

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:




Variable name Start Position Format
RTCMPPD 52 CHAR(1)
RTCMPPD_ 53 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
RTCOMPX Changed from:
What is the rental charge to another tenant for a similar unit?
Changed to:
What is the current monthly rental charge to another tenant for
a similar unit?
2. OPBfile

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
ACQMETH 43 CHAR(1)
ACQMETH_ 44 CHAR(1)
VSHARED 81 CHAR(1)
VSHARED _ 82 CHAR(1)
VTIMESHR 83 CHAR(1)
VTIM_SHR 84 CHAR(1)
PROPVALX Moved to OPI
PROP_ALX Moved to OPI
Variable Additions
. L Start
Variable name Description S Format
TIMESHAR Is this a time-sharing arrangement where you 96 CHAR(1)
have use of the property only for a specified
time period each year?
1=Yes
2=No
TIME_HAR 97 CHAR(1)
SHARWKS How many weeks per year can you use your 98 NUM(2)
timeshare? (only asked for timeshare
properties)
SHARWKS _ 100 CHAR(1)
SHARED1 Is the timeshare owned with anyone outside 101 CHAR(1)
the CU? (only asked for timeshare properties)
SHARED1_ 102 CHAR(1)
SHARPER1 What percent of the timeshare do you own? 103 NUM(3)
SHAR_ER1 106 CHAR(1)
SHARED2 Is ownership of this property shared with 107 CHAR(1)

anyone outside the CU? (asked for all non-
timeshare properties regardless of property




type)

1=Yes

2=No
SHARED2 108 CHAR(1)
SHARPER?2 What percent of the property do you own? 109 NUM(3)
SHAR_ER2 112 CHAR(1)
GIFTPROP Was this property received as a gift or 113 CHAR(1)

inheritance?

1=Yes

2=No
GIFT_ROP 114 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
OWNYB Code changed from:
300 - Vacation home or recreational property
Code changed to:
300 - Second home, vacation home, recreational property, or
timeshare
3. OPD file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
OWNYD Code changed from:
300 — Vacation home or recreational property
Code changed to:
300 — Second home, vacation property, recreational property,
or timeshare
4. MOR file

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

OLDMRRT 28 NUM(5.4)
OLDMRRT _ 33 CHAR(1)
MRTPMPD 62 CHAR(1)
MRTPMPD _ 63 CHAR(1)
PAYLIFIN 68 CHAR(1)
PAYL_FIN 69 CHAR(1)
REFINED 156 CHAR(1)
REFINED _ 157 CHAR(1)
PAYTYPE 154 CHAR(1)
PAYTYPE_ 155 CHAR(1)
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Variable Additions

. . Start
Variable name Description S Format
VARRTE Is this a variable rate mortgage? 195 CHAR(1)
1 = variable rate mortgage
VARRTE_ 196 CHAR(1)
INTONLY Is this an interest-only mortgage? 197 CHAR(1)
2 = interest-only mortgage
INTONLY_ 198 CHAR(1)
OTHRTE 3 = Mortgage is something other than a fixed 199 CHAR(1)
rate, variable rate, or interest-only mortgage
OTHRTE_ 200 CHAR(2)
PAYMT1X How much was your payment on this 201 NUM(8)
mortgage in the first month of the reference
period?
(Asked for FIXEDRTE =2)
PAYMT1X_ 209 CHAR(2)
PAYMT2X How much was your payment on this 210 NUM(8)
mortgage in the second month of the reference
period?
(Asked for FIXEDRTE =2)
PAYMT2X_ 218 CHAR(1)
PAYMT3X How much was your payment on this 219 NUM(8)
mortgage in the third month of the reference
period?
(Asked for FIXEDRTE =2)
PAYMT3X_ 227 CHAR(1)
PAYPRINI Did the last regular mortgage payment include 228 CHAR(1)
principal?
1-Yes
PAYP_INI 229 CHAR(1)
PAYINT Did the last regular mortgage payment include 230 CHAR(1)
interest?
2-Yes
PAYINT_ 231 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description

OWNYF Code changed from:
300 — Vacation home or recreational property

Code changed to:

300 — Second home, vacation property, recreational property,
or timeshare

PAYPROTX Code changed from:

2 — Last regular payment included property tax

Code changed to:
3 — Last regular payment included property tax
PAYPROIN Code changed from:

11



3 — Last regular payment included property insurance

Code changed to:

4 — Last regular payment included property insurance

MRTPMTX This question is now only asked for a fixed rate mortgage
(FIXEDRTE = 1); it now asks specifically for a monthly
mortgage amount.

5. HEL file

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

OLDMRTG 28 NUM(5.4)
OLDMRTG_ 33 CHAR(1)
MRTPMPG 62 CHAR(1)
MRTPMPG _ 63 CHAR(1)
PAYLFING 68 CHAR(1)
PAYL_ING 69 CHAR(1)
REFINDG 156 CHAR(1)
REFINDG _ 157 CHAR(1)
PAYTYPG 154 CHAR(1)
PAYTYPG_ 155 CHAR(1)

Variable Additions

Variable name Description Star_t_ Format
Position
VARRTEG Is this a variable rate loan? 195 CHAR(1)
1 = variable rate loan
VARRTEG _ 196 CHAR(1)
INTONLYG Is this an interest-only loan? 197 CHAR(1)
2 = interest-only loan
INTO_LYG 198 CHAR(1)
OTHRTEG 3 = Loan is something other than a fixed rate, 199 CHAR(1)
variable rate, or interest-only loan
OTHRTEG_ 200 CHAR(1)
PAYMTLG How much was your payment on this lump 201 NUM(8)
sum home equity loan in the first month of the
reference period?
(Asked for FIXDRTEG =2)
PAYMT1G_ 209 CHAR(1)
PAYMT2G How much was your payment on this lump 210 NUM(8)
sum home equity loan in the second month of
the reference period?
(Asked for FIXDRTEG =2)
PAYMT2G_ 218 CHAR(1)
PAYMT3G How much was your payment on this lump 219 NUM(8)
sum home equity loan in the third month of
the reference period?

12




(Asked for FIXDRTEG =2)
PAYMT3G_ 227 CHAR(1)
PAYPRNPG Did the last regular payment include 228 CHAR(1)
principal?
1-Yes
PAYP_NPG 229 CHAR(1)
PAYINTG Did the last regular payment include interest? 230 CHAR(1)
2-Yes
PAYINTG_ 231 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
OWNYG Code changed from:
300 — Vacation home or recreational property
Code changed to:
300 — Second home, vacation property, recreational property,
or timeshare
PAYPRTXG Code changed from:
2 — Last regular payment included property tax
Code changed to:
3 — Last regular payment included property tax
PAYPRING Code changed from:
3 — Last regular payment included property insurance
Code changed to:
4 — Last regular payment included property insurance
MRTPMTG This question is now only asked for a fixed rate home equity
loan (FIXDRTEG = 1); it now asks specifically for a monthly
amount.
6. OPH file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
OWNYH Code changed from:
300 — Vacation home or recreational property
Code changed to:
300 — Second home, vacation property, recreational property,
or timeshare
7. OPIfile

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
QADPENTX 33 NUM(8)
QADP_NTX 41 CHAR(1)
INC_MORT 147 CHAR(1)

13




1=Yes
2=No

INC__ORT 148 CHAR(1)
QPENALTX 230 NUM(8)
QPEN_LTX 238 CHAR(1)
Variable Additions
Variable name Description Star_t_ Format
Position
PROPVALX About how much do you think this property 264 NUM(8)
would sell for on today’s market?
(moved from OPB section)
PROP_ALX 272 CHAR(1)
VAC_OCCQ Since the first of the reference period, for how 273 NUM(3)
much time did you occupy this
timeshare/vacation property?
VAC__CCQ 276 CHAR(1)
VAC_OCCY Time period 277 CHAR(1)
1 - Days
2 — Weeks
3 — Months
4 — Percent
5 — Other, specify
VAC__CCY 278 CHAR(1)
VAC_SEC Since the first of the reference period, was this 279 CHAR(1)
property either rented by someone outside
your CU or available to be rented?
1=Yes
2=No
VAC_SEC_ 280 CHAR(1)
VAC_RNTQ Since the first of the reference period, for how 281 NUM(3)
much time was this property either rented by
someone outside your CU or available to be
rented?
VAC__NTQ 284 CHAR(1)
VAC_RNTY Time period 285 CHAR(1)
1 - Days
2 — Weeks
3 — Months
4 — Percent
5 — Other, specify
VAC__NTY 286 CHAR(1)
RENTPERD What period of time does this rental amount 287 CHAR(1)
cover?
1 - Week
2 — Month
3 — Quarter
4 — Other, specify
RENT_ERD 288 CHAR(1)
RENTUTIL Does this amount include utilities? 289 CHAR(1)
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RENT_TIL 290 CHAR(1)

TIME_RNT Since the first of the reference period, did you 291 CHAR(1)
rent this timeshare to someone outside of your
Ccu?
1=Yes
2=No
TIMEORNT 292 CHAR(1)
TIMESHRI Is this a time-sharing arrangement where you 293 CHAR(1)

have use of the property only for a specified
time period each year?

1=Yes
2=No

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description

OWNYI Code changed from:
300 — Vacation home or recreational property

Code changed to:

300 — Second home, vacation property, recreational property,
or timeshare

RNTEQVX Approximate rental value of property on today’s market.

8. UTAfile

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
TELMO 24 CHAR(2)
TELMO_ 26 CHAR(1)
QADBILLX 38 NUM(6)
QADB_LLX 44 CHAR(1)
QADINETX 71 NUM(6)
QADI_ETX 77 CHAR(1)
QADCABLX 78 NUM(6)
QADC BLX 84 CHAR(1)
QADNTRPX 92 NUM(6)
QADN_RPX 98 CHAR(1)
QADNTCHX 99 NUM(6)
QADN_CHX 105 CHAR(1)
TELRESDX 106 NUM(6)
TELR_SDX 112 CHAR(1)
TELCELLX 113 NUM(6)
TELC LLX 119 CHAR(1)

Variable Additions
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Start

Variable name Description Positi Format
osition
BILPERD Billing period for telephone services 127 CHAR(1)
1 - Month
2 — 2 months
3 — Quarter
4 — Annual
5 — Other
BILPERD_ 128 CHAR(1)
QADINE1X Total expense for internet access or data 129 NUM(6)
services for three months ago, adjusted for
business.
QADI_E1X 135 CHAR(1)
QADINE2X Total expense for internet access or data 136 NUM(6)
services for two months ago, adjusted for
business.
QADI_E2X 142 CHAR(1)
QADINE3X Total expense for internet access or data 143 NUM(6)
services for one month ago, adjusted for
business.
QADI_E3X 149 CHAR(1)
QADCAB1X Total expense for cable or satellite television 150 NUM(6)
service for three months ago, adjusted for
business.
QADC_B1X 156 CHAR(1)
QADCAB2X Total expense for cable or satellite television 157 NUM(6)
service for two months ago, adjusted for
business.
QADC_B2X 163 CHAR(1)
QADCAB3X Total expense for cable or satellite television 164 NUM(6)
service for one month ago, adjusted for
business.
QADC_B3X 170 CHAR(2)
QADNTR1X Total expense for non-telephone related 171 NUM(6)
rentals or purchases for three months ago,
adjusted for business.
QADN_R1X 177 CHAR(2)
QADNTR2X Total expense for non-telephone related 178 NUM(6)
rentals or purchases for two months ago,
adjusted for business.
QADN_R2X 184 CHAR(2)
QADNTR3X Total expense for non-telephone related 185 NUM(6)
rentals or purchases for one month ago,
adjusted for business.
QADN_R3X 191 CHAR(1)
TELRES1X Total expense for residential service for three 192 NUM(6)
months ago, adjusted for business.
TELR_S1X 198 CHAR(1)
TELRES2X Total expense for residential service for two 199 NUM(6)
months ago, adjusted for business.
TELR_S2X 205 CHAR(1)
TELRES3X Total expense for residential service for one 206 NUM(6)
month ago, adjusted for business.
TELR_S3X 212 CHAR(1)

16




TELCEL1X Total expense for mobile/cellular service for 213 NUM(6)
three months ago, adjusted for business.
TELC L1X 219 CHAR(1)
TELCEL2X Total expense for mobile/cellular service for 220 NUM(6)
two months ago, adjusted for business.
TELC L2X 226 CHAR(1)
TELCEL3X Total expense for mobile/cellular service for 227 NUM(6)
one month ago, adjusted for business.
TELC_L3X 233 CHAR(1)
9. UTP file
Variable Additions
Variable name Description gtar.t. Format
osition
PRPYCELL Since the first of the reference month, have 35 CHAR(1)
you had any expenses for prepaid cellular
minutes?
1=Yes
2=No
PRPY_ELL 36 CHAR(1)
QPRP3MCX Reference period total for prepaid cellular 37 NUM(6)
minutes minus the current month.
QPRP_MCX 43 CHAR(1)
10. UTI file

Variable Content Changes

11.

Variable name

Description

INTSERV

Codes changed from:
100 — Cable or satellite TV or satellite radio services

Codes changed to:
100 — Cable or satellite TV services
700 — Satellite radio services

INTMO

Wording changed from:
13 - continuous expense

Wording changed to:
13 — same amount each month

INTCHGX

Wording changed from:
Amount of the expense

Wording changed to:
Amount of the monthly expense

INTSRV1 -
INTSRV9

Codes changed from:
100 — Cable or satellite TV or satellite radio services

Codes changed to:
100 — Cable or satellite TV services
700 — Satellite radio services

UTC file
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Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

QADFULX 52 NUM(6)

QADFULX_ 58 CHAR(1)

BILLMO 30 CHAR(2)

BILLMO_ 32 CHAR(1)

Variable Additions

Variable name Description ﬁz)asrittion Format

QADFUL1X Amount of bill for the utility/fuel for three 99 NUM(6)
months ago (adjusted for business expenses)

QADF_L1X 105 CHAR(1)

QADFUL2X Amount of bill for the utility/fuel for two 106 NUM(6)
months ago (adjusted for business expenses)

QADF_L2X 112 CHAR(1)

QADFUL3X Amount of bill for the utility/fuel for one 113 NUM(6)
month ago (adjusted for business expenses)

QADF_L3X 119 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description

WHATPROP Deleted codes:

97 — Rented sample unit

98 — Other rental unit

99 — Property not owned or rented by CU

New codes:

40 — Rented sample unit

41 — Other rental unit

42 — Rented vacation property

43 — Property not owned or rented by CU
BLPERIOD Codes changed from:

4 — Other, specify

Codes changed to:

4 — Annual

5 — Other, specify
UTLPTYPE New codes:

6 — Rental vacation property

12. UTB file

This entire section has been deleted. Utility expenditures for vacation properties are now in the UTC file,
using the variable WHATPROP code = 42 to identify that it is a vacation property.

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:
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Variable name Start Position Format
VACUTLY 21 CHAR(3)
VACUTLY_ 24 CHAR(1)
VACUTMO 25 CHAR(2)
VACUTMO _ 27 CHAR(1)
VACUTLX 28 NUM(6)
VACUTLX_ 34 CHAR(1)
VACUTL1 35 CHAR(3)
VACUTL1 38 CHAR(1)
VACUTL2 39 CHAR(3)
VACUTL2_ 42 CHAR(1)
VACUTL3 43 CHAR(3)
VACUTL3_ 46 CHAR(1)
VACUTL4 47 CHAR(3)
VACUTL4 50 CHAR(1)
VACUTL5 51 CHAR(3)
VACUTLS_ 54 CHAR(1)
VACUTL6 55 CHAR(3)
VACUTL6 58 CHAR(1)
VACUTL7? 59 CHAR(3)
VACUTL7_ 62 CHAR(1)
VACUTLS 63 CHAR(3)
VACUTLS 66 CHAR(1)
VACUTLY9 67 CHAR(3)
VACUTL9 70 CHAR(1)
13. CRAfile
Variable Content Changes
Variable name Description
CRMCODEA Wording changed from:
150 - Building outdoor patios, walks, fences or other
enclosures, driveways, or permanent swimming pools
Wording changed to:
150 — Building outdoor patios, walks, fences or other
enclosures, driveways, permanent swimming pools, or hot
tubs
14. CRB file

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q1, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
QADLABX 64 NUM(8)
QADLABX_ 72 CHAR(1)
QADLAB3X 73 NUM(8)
QADL_B3X 81 CHAR(1)
QADLAB2X 82 NUM(8)
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QADL_B2X 90 CHAR(1)
QADLAB1X 91 NUM(8)
QADL B1X 99 CHAR(1)

Variable Additions

Beginning in 2007Q1 the following variables will be added:

Variable name Description Star_t_ Format
Position
CONTRACT Did you do all the work yourself or did you 274 CHAR(1)
pay someone or contract with a builder to do
all or part of the work?
1 - Self only
2 — Contracted out
3 —Both
CONT_ACT 275 CHAR(1)
JLABOR1X Contractor's cost excluding kitchen, laundry 276 NUM(8)
and cooling equipment in the month, one
month ago (adjusted for business and
reimbursements)
JLAB_R1X 284 CHAR(2)
JLABOR2X Contractor's cost excluding kitchen, laundry 285 NUM(8)
and cooling equipment in the month, two
months ago (adjusted for business and
reimbursements)
JLAB_R2X 293 CHAR(2)
JLABOR3X Contractor's cost excluding kitchen, laundry 294 NUM(8)
and cooling equipment in the month, three
months ago (adjusted for business and
reimbursements)
JLAB_R3X 302 CHAR(2)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

CRMCODEB

Wording changed from:
150 — Building outdoor patios, walks, fences or other
enclosures, driveways, or permanent swimming pools

Wording changed to:

150 - Building outdoor patios, walks, fences or other
enclosures, driveways, permanent swimming pools, or hot
tubs

APPCDEL1 -
APPCDE9

Codes deleted:

110 - Gas stove, range, or oven

130 - Other cooking stove, range, or oven
150 — Home freezer

New code definitions:
100 — Cooking stove, range, or oven
140 — Refrigerator or home freezer

15. APAfile

Variable Content Changes
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Variable name

Description

MAJAPPLY

Codes deleted:

110 - Gas stove, range, or oven
130 — Other stove, range, or oven
150 — Home freezer

New code definitions:
100 — Cooking stove, range, or oven
140 — Refrigerator or home freezer

MJAPPL1 -
MJAPPL9

Codes deleted:

110 — Gas stove, range, or oven
130 - Other stove, range, or oven
150 — Home freezer

New code definitions:
100 — Cooking stove, range, or oven
140 — Refrigerator or home freezer

MAJPURX

Wording changed from:
What was the purchase price after any trade-in allowance?

Wording changed to:
What was the purchase price?

MAJINSTX

Wording changed from:
How much were any extra charges for installation?

Wording changed to:
How much were any extra charges for installation or delivery?
(includes charges for disposal of old appliances)

16. APB file

Variable Additions

: L Start
Variable name Description S Format
INSTLSCR Were there any additional charges for 80 CHAR(1)
installation, set-up, or delivery? (only asked
for codes 365, 430, 440, 640, 670)
1-Yes
2-No
INST_SCR 81 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

MINAPPLY

Code definitions changed from:

390 - VCRs, video cameras, DVD players, camcorders
450 - Pianos, organs, or keyboards

670 — Satellite dishes

Code definitions changed to:
390 — DVD players, VCRs, digital video recorders (DVRS), or
video cameras
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450 — Musical instruments, supplies, and accessories
670 — Satellite dishes, receivers, or accessories
Deleted code:
460 — Other musical instruments, supplies, and accessories
(codes 450 and 460 were combined and these expenditures are
now collected in code 450)
New code:
700 - Video and computer game hardware, software, game
boy, and accessories (these expenditures were previously
collected in Section 19A)

MNAPPL1 - Code definitions changed from:

MNAPPL9 390 — VCRs, video cameras, DVD players, camcorders
450 - Pianos, organs, or keyboards
670 — Satellite dishes
Code definitions changed to:
390 — DVD players, VCRs, digital video recorders (DVRs), or
video cameras
450 — Musical instruments, supplies, and accessories
670 — Satellite dishes, receivers, or accessories
Deleted code:
460 — Other musical instruments, supplies, and accessories
(codes 450 and 460 were combined and these expenditures are
now collected in code 450)
New code:
700 — Video and computer game hardware, software, game
boy, and accessories (these expenditures were previously
collected in Section 19A)

17. EQB file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

RPAIRTYP

Wording changed from:
1 — Equipment repair
2 — Service contract

Wording changed to:
1 — Item repair
2 — Service contract

APPRPRYB

Wording changed from:
Equipment repair or service contract code

Wording changed to:
Household item repair or service contract code

18. FRAfile

Variable Content Changes
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Variable name

Description

FURNPURY

Deleted code:
170 - Clocks (these will now be collected in code 173)

Wording changed from:

103 — Modular wall units, shelves, or cabinets
141 - Outdoor equipment

180 — Storage items

Wording changed to:

103 — Wall units, shelves, or cabinets

141 - Barbeque grills or outdoor decorative items
180 — Closet storage items

FRNPRY1 -
FRNPRY9

Deleted code:
170 - Clocks (these will now be collected in code 173)

Wording changed from:

103 — Modular wall units, shelves, or cabinets
141 - Outdoor equipment

180 — Storage items

Wording changed to:

103 — Wall units, shelves, or cabinets

141 - Barbeque grills or outdoor decorative items
180 — Closet storage items

19. CLAfile

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

CLOTHYA

Deleted code:
160 — Shorts and short sets (now included in code 150)

Wording changed from:
150 - Pants, slacks, or jeans
240 — Active sportswear

Wording changed to:
150 - Pants, jeans, or shorts
240 — Swimsuits, or warm-up or ski suits

CLOTHAL -
CLOTHAS9

Deleted code:
160 — Shorts and short sets (now included in code 150)

Wording changed from:
150 - Pants, slacks, or jeans
240 — Active sportswear

Wording changed to:
150 - Pants, jeans, or shorts
240 — Swimsuits, or warm-up or ski suits

20. CLD file

Variable Content Changes
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Variable name Description
CLOTHYD Wording changed from:
490 - Clothing storage
Wording changed to:
490 - Clothing storage outside the home
CLOTHD1 - Wording changed from:
CLOTHD9 490 - Clothing storage
Wording changed to:
490 — Clothing storage outside the home
21. RLV file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description
RENTCODE Wording changed from:
120 — Motorized camper-coach
Wording changed to:
120 — Motor home
22. OVB file

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
FIN_INST 105 CHAR(1)
FIN__NST 106 CHAR(1)
PMTPERD 132 CHAR(1)
PMTPERD _ 133 CHAR(1)
EXTRCHGX 134 NUM(6)
EXTR_HGX 140 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

VEHICYB

Wording changed from:
120 — Motorized camper-coach

Wording changed to:
120 — Motor home

NETPURX

Wording changed from:
Net purchase price after discount, trade-in allowance, or
rebate.

Wording changed to:
Net purchase price after discount, trade-in allowance, or
rebate, including destination fee.

VEHQPMT

Wording changed from:
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What was the number of payments contracted for?

Wording changed to:
For how many months was the payment contracted?

PAYMENTX Wording changed from:
What is the amount of each payment?
Wording changed to:
What is the monthly payment amount?
23. OVCfile

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

Variable Deletions

VEHICYC Wording changed from:
120 — Motorized camper-coach
Wording changed to:
120 — Motor home
24. INB file

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
PREMPERD 52 CHAR(1)
PREM_ERD 53 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable Additions

Variable name Description

POLICYYB Wording changed from:
400 - Tenant’s insurance
Wording changed to:
400 — Renter’s insurance

INSCMBL1 - Wording changed from:

INSCMB9 400 — Tenant’s insurance
Wording changed to:
400 — Renter’s insurance

25. IHD file

Variable name Description Star_t_ Format
Position
PREMCHG Is the premium the same? 51 CHAR(1)
1-Yes
2-No
PREMCHG_ 52 CHAR(2)
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PREMCHGX What is the new premium amount for the 53 NUM(3)
Medicare prescription drug plan?
PREM_HGX 56 CHAR(2)
26. MDB file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

MEDPMTMO

Wording changed from:
13 — Continuous expense (monthly expense reported)

Wording changed to:
13 — Same amount each month

MEDPCARY

Wording changed from:
410 - Services by medical professionals other than physicians
530 — Other medical care

Wording changed to:

410 - Services by medical professionals other than
physicians, both inside and outside the home

530 — Other medical care and services

MEDPCY1 -
MEDPCY9

Wording changed from:
410 - Services by medical professionals other than physicians
530 — Other medical care

Wording changed to:

410 - Services by medical professionals other than
physicians, both inside and outside the home

530 — Other medical care and services

27. MDC file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

MEDRCARY

Wording changed from:
410 - Services by medical professionals other than physicians
530 — Other medical care

Wording changed to:

410 - Services by medical professionals other than
physicians, both inside and outside the home

530 — Other medical care and services

MEDRCY1 -
MEDRCY9

Wording changed from:
410 - Services by medical professionals other than physicians
530 — Other medical care

Wording changed to:

410 - Services by medical professionals other than
physicians, both inside and outside the home

530 — Other medical care and services

28. EDAfile
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Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

EDSCHL_A

Codes changed from:
5 — Other school

Codes changed to:
5 — Vocational or technical school
6 — Other school

EDMONTHA

Wording changed from:
13 — Continuous expense (monthly expense reported)

Wording changed to:
13 — Same amount each month

29. SUB file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

S17CODEA

Wording changed from:
910 - Global Positioning Services (GPS), such as OnStar

Wording changed to:
910 — Services that use Global Positioning System (GPS),
such as OnStar, not already reported

New Code:
950 - Vacation clubs

30. TRV file

Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

PVLEASEY 85 CHAR(2)
PVLE_SEY 87 CHAR(2)
PVOTHERY 88 CHAR(2)
PVOT_ERY 90 CHAR(1)
FOODOUTS 283 CHAR(1)
FOOD_UTS 284 CHAR(1)
LODGOUTS 285 CHAR(1)
LODG_UTS 286 CHAR(1)
TRANOUTS 287 CHAR(1)
TRAN_UTS 288 CHAR(1)
ELSEOUTS 289 CHAR(1)
ELSE_UTS 290 CHAR(1)

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

PVCARY

Wording changed from:
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13 — Car owned by CU

Wording changed to:
13 — Automobile or other vehicles privately owned or leased
by CU

RTCARY

Wording changed from:
06 — Rented car or jeep

Wording changed to:
06 — Rented automobile

GASOILX

Wording changed from:
How much did you spend for gasoline, oil, diesel fuel, or any
other fuels?

Wording changed to:
How much did you spend for gasoline or diesel fuel?

31. MISfile

Variable Content Changes

Variable name

Description

MISCMO

Wording changed from:
13 — Continuous expense (monthly expense reported)

Wording changed to:
13 — Same amount each month

MISCCODE

Code deleted:
290 — Video or computer hardware, software, game boys, or
accessories (this was moved to Section 6B)

Code changed from:
130 - Catered affairs

Code changed to:
130 - Food and beverage for catered affairs

Codes added:

410 - Live entertainment

420 — Rental of party supplies

435 Combined food and beverages for catered affairs/live
entertainment/rental of party supplies (130, 410, 420)

MISCDEL -
MISCDE9

Code deleted:
290 — Video or computer hardware, software, game boys, or
accessories (this was moved to Section 6B)

Code changed from:
130 — Catered affairs

Code changed to:
130 - Food and beverage for catered affairs

Codes added:

410 - Live entertainment

420 - Rental of party supplies

435 Combined food and beverages for catered affairs/live
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| entertainment/rental of party supplies (130, 410, 420)

32. CNT file

Variable Content Changes

Variable name Description

CONTMO Wording changed from:
13 — Continuous expense (monthly expense reported)

Wording changed to:
13 — Same amount each month

33. VOT file

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format

QBSNSEPZ 58 NUM(4.2)

QBSN_EPZ 62 CHAR(1)
33. XPA file

Variable Deletions
Beginning in 2007Q2, the following variables will be deleted:

Variable name Start Position Format
JBRWINQV 48 NUM(8)
JBRW_NQV 56 CHAR(1)
JOTHALQV 57 NUM(8)
JOTH_LQV 65 CHAR(1)

FILE INFORMATION

The microdata on CD-ROM are provided as SAS data sets or ASCII text files. The 2007 Interview
release contains five groups of Interview data files (FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, ITAB, and ITAB_IMPUTE), 50
EXPN files, and processing files. The FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, ITAB, and ITAB_IMPUTE files are organized
by the calendar quarter of the year in which the data were collected. (See Section V.A.1.b. CALENDAR
PERIOD VERSUS COLLECTION PERIOD for a description of calendar and collection years.) There are
five quarterly data sets for each of these files, running from the first quarter of 2007 through the first
guarter of 2008. The FMLY file contains CU characteristics, income, and summary level expenditures; the
MEMB file contains member characteristics and income data; the MTAB file contains expenditures
organized on a monthly basis at the UCC level; the ITAB file contains income data converted to a monthly
time frame and assigned to UCCs; and the ITAB_IMPUTE file contains the five imputation variants of the
income data converted to a monthly time frame and assigned to UCCs. Each of the 51 EXPN files
contains five quarters of data. The EXPN files contain data directly derived from their respective
guestionnaire sections.

The processing files enhance computer processing and tabulation of data, and provide

descriptive information on item codes. The processing files are: Aggregation scheme files used in the
published consumer expenditure survey interview tables and integrated tables (ISTUB and INTSTUB), a
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UCC file that contains UCCs and their abbreviated titles, identifying the expenditure, income, or
demographic item represented by each UCC; vehicle make and model file (CAPIVEH]I), and files
containing sample programs (See Section VII. A. SAMPLE PROGRAM). The processing files are further
explained in Section Ill.F.6. PROCESSING FILES.

In addition to these processing files, there is a "User's Guide to Income Imputation in the CE",
which includes information on how to appropriately use the imputed income data.

Since space in this documentation prohibits the explanation of all information in the EXPN files,
we strongly suggest the user refer to the questionnaire. Survey forms, as well as the CAPI questionnaire,
are available on the Consumer Expenditure Survey webpage: http://www.bls.gov/cex/#forms. A list of the
51 EXPN file names, including the Questionnaire sections to which they relate, follows.

APL Section 1, Part C

RNT Section 2,
Parts Aand B

OPB Section 3, Part B

OPD Section 3, Part D
MOR Section 3, Part F

HEL Section 3, Part G

OPH Section 3, Part H

OPI Section 3, Part |
UTA Section 4, Part A

UTP Section 4, Part B

UTI Section 4, Part C

UTC Section 4, Part D

*UTB Section 4, Part E
D(Y072)

CRA Section 5, Part A

CRB Section 5, Part B

APA Section 6, Part A

APB Section 6, Part B

General Survey Information — Major Household Appliances

Rented Living Quarters — CU Tenure, Rental Payments, Facilities, and
Services for Sample Unit and Other Units

Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Detailed Property
Description

Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Disposed of Property
Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Mortgages

Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Lump Sum Home
Equity Loans

Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Line of Credit Home
Equity Loans

Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Ownership Costs
Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Telephone Expenses

Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Additional Telephone
Expenses

Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Internet Services
Expenditures

Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Detailed Questions

Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Detailed Questions for
Vacation Properties

Construction, Repairs, Alterations, and Maintenance of Owned and Rented
Property — Screening Questions

Construction, Repairs, Alterations, and Maintenance of Owned and Rented
Property — Job Description

Appliances, Household Equipment, and Other Selected Items — Purchase of
Household Appliances

Appliances, Household Equipment and Other Selected Items — Purchase of
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EQB Section 7, Part A

FRA Section 8, Part A

FRB Section 8, Part B

CLA Section 9, Part A

CLB Section 9, Part B

CLD Section 9, Part C
CLC Section 9, Part D
RTV Section 10, PartA.1
LSD Section 10, Part B
OVB Section 11, Part B
OVC Section 11, Part C
VEQ Section 12, Part A

VLR Section 12, Part B

VOT Section 12, Part C
INB Section 13, Part B
IHB Section 14, Part B
IHC Section 14, Part C
IHD Section 14, Part D
MDB Section 15, Part A
MDC Section 15, Part B
EDA Section 16

SUB Section 17, Part A

ENT Section 17, Part B

TRD Section 18, Part A

Household Appliances and Other Selected Items

Household Equipment Repairs, Service Contracts, and Furniture Repair and
Reupholstering — Household Equipment Repairs and Service Contracts

Home Furnishings and Related Household Items — Purchases

Home Furnishings and Related Household Items — Rental, Leasing, or Repair
of Furniture

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Clothing

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Infants Clothing, Watches, Jewelry, and
Hairpieces

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Clothing Services

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Sewing Materials

Rented and Leased Vehicles — Screening Questions

Rented and Leased Vehicles — Detailed Questions for Leased Vehicles
Owned Vehicles — Detailed Questions

Owned Vehicles — Disposal of Vehicles

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Vehicle Maintenance and Repair

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Licensing, Registration, and Inspection of
Vehicles

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Other Vehicle Operating Expenses
Insurance Other Than Health — Detailed Questions

Hospitalization and Health Insurance — Detailed Questions

Hospitalization and Health Insurance — Medicare and Medicaid
Hospitalization and Health Insurance — Medicare Prescription Drug Program
Medical and Health Expenditures — Payments For Medical Expenses
Medical and Health Expenditures — Reimbursements For Medical Expenses
Educational Expenses

Subscriptions, Memberships, Books, and Entertainment Expenses —
Subscriptions and Memberships

Subscriptions, Memberships, Books, and Entertainment Expenses — Books
and Entertainment Expenses

Trips and Vacations — 100% Reimbursed Trips
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TRV Section 18, Trips and Vacations — Trips Paid Entirely by CU and Partially Reimbursed
Part B Trips

TRE Section 18, Part E Trips and Vacations — Trip Expenses for Non-CU Members
TRF Section 18, Part F Trips and Vacations — Local Overnight Stays

MIS Section 19, Part A Miscellaneous Expenses

CNT Section 19, Part B Miscellaneous Expenses — Contributions

XPA Section 20, Part A Expense Patterns For Food, Beverages, and Other Selected Items — Food
and Beverages

XPB Section 20, Part B Expense Patterns For Food, Beverages, and Other Selected Iltems — Selected
Services and Goods

FN2 Section 21, Part A.1  Credit Liability — Credit Balances — Second Interview Only
FNA Section 21, Part A.2  Credit Liability — Credit Balances — Fifth Interview Only

FNB Section 21, Part B Credit Liability — Finance Charges — Fifth Interview Only
Note that the variable NEWID, the CU's identification number, is the common variable among files by
which matching is done.

A. DATA SET NAMES

The file naming convention on the microdata CD is listed in the table below.
(“X” references the designated drive letter for your CD.)

\INTRVWO7\FMLYI071x.TXT (Interview FMLY file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\MEMBIO71x.TXT (Interview MEMB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\MTABIO71x.TXT (Interview MTAB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWOZ\ITABIO71X. TXT (Interview ITAB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWOZAITBIIO71x.TXT (Interview ITAB_Imputed file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\FMLYI1072.TXT (etc.)

\INTRVWO7\MEMBIO72.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MTABIO72.TXT

\INTRVWO7\ITABIO72.TXT

\INTRVWO7AITBIIO72.TXT

\INTRVWO7\FMLYI073.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MEMBIO73.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MTABIO73.TXT

\INTRVWO7\ITABIO73.TXT

\INTRVWOZAITBIIO73.TXT

\INTRVWO7\FMLYI074.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MEMBIO074.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MTABIO74.TXT

\INTRVWO7\ITABIO74.TXT

\INTRVWOZ\ITBIIO74.TXT

\INTRVWO7\FMLYI081.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MEMBIO081.TXT

\INTRVWO7\MTABIO81.TXT

\INTRVWO7\ITABIOB1.TXT

\INTRVWO7AITBIIO8L.TXT

\INTRVWO7\UCCIO7.TXT

32



\INTRVWO7\VEHIO7.TXT

\EXPNO7\APLO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\RNTO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OPBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OPDO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\MORO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\HELO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OPHO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OPIO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\UTAO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\UTPO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\UTIO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\UTCO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\UTBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CRAOQ7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CRBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7T\APAQ7.TXT
\EXPNO7\APBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\EQBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\FRAO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\FRBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CLAQO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CLBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CLDO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CLCO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\RTVO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\LSDO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OVBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\OVCO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\VEQO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\VLRO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\VOTO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\INBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\IHBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\IHCO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\IHDO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\MDBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\MDCO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\EDAO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\SUBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\ENTO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\TRDO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\TRVO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\TREOQO7.TXT
\EXPNO7T\TRFO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\MISO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\CNTO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\XPAQ7.TXT
\EXPNO7\XPBO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\FN207.TXT
\EXPNO7\FNAO7.TXT
\EXPNO7\FNBO7.TXT
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The file naming convention in the SAS subfolder is listed in the table below. The STATA, ASCIl comma-
delimited, and SPSS files use the same dataset names as SAS, but have a different file extension as
follows:

Comma-delimited ASCII files: *.csv

STATA files: *.dta

SPSS files: *.sav

\INTRVWO7\FMLIO71x.sas7bdat (Interview FMLY file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\MEMIO071x.sas7bdat (Interview MEMB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\MTBIO71x.sas7bdat (Interview MTAB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\ITBIO71x.sas7bdat (Interview ITAB file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\ITIIO71x.sas7bdat (Interview ITBI_IMPUTED file for first quarter, 2007)
\INTRVWO7\FMLIO72.sas7bdat (etc.)

\INTRVWO7\MEMI072.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MTBIO72.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITBIO72.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITII072.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\FMLI073.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MEMI073.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MTBI073.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITBIO73.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITII073.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\FMLIO74.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MEMI074.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MTBI074.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITBIO74.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITII074.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\FMLI081.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MEMI081.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\MTBI081.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITBIO81.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\ITII081.sas7bdat

\INTRVWO7\UCCIO7.txt

\INTRVWO7\VEHIO7.txt

\EXPNO7\APLO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\RNTO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\OPBO07.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\OPDOQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\MORO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\HELO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\OPHO07.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\OPIO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\UTAOQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\UTPQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\UTIO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\UTCO07.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\UTBOQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\CRAOQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\CRBO07.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\APAQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\APBO07.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\EQBO06.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\FRAQO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\FRBQ7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\CLAOQO7.sas7bdat

\EXPNO7\CLBO07.sas7bdat
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\EXPNO7\CLDO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\CLCO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\RTVO07.sas7bhdat
\EXPNO7\LSDO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\OVB07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\OVCO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\VEQOQ7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\VLRO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\VOTOQ7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\INBO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\IHBO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\IHCO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\IHDO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\MDBO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\MDCO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\EDAOQ7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\SUBO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\ENTO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\TRDO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\TRVO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\TREO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\TRFO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\MIS07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\CNTOQ7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\XPAO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\XPBO07.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\FN207.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\FNAO7.sas7bdat
\EXPNO7\FNBO7.sas7bdat

B. RECORD COUNTS AND LOGICAL RECORD LENGTHS

The following are the number of records and the logical record lengths (LRECL) in each data set (recall
that each EXPN file contains 5 quarters of data within a single data set) The OBS count is also applicable
to the STATA and SPSS files:

Record
ASCII data set SAS data set LRECL Counts
FMLYIO71X. TXT FMLIO71X.SAS7BDAT 6198 6965
FMLYIO72.TXT FMLIO72.SAS7BDAT 6217 6829
FMLYIO73.TXT FMLIO73.SAS7BDAT 6217 6711
FMLYIO74.TXT FMLIO74.SAS7BDAT 6217 6830
FMLYIO81.TXT FMLIO81.SAS7BDAT 6217 6914
MEMBIO71X. TXT MEMIO71X.SAS7BDAT 787 17745
MEMBIO72.TXT MEMIO72.SAS7BDAT 787 17331
MEMBIO73.TXT MEMIO73.SAS7BDAT 787 17096
MEMBIO74.TXT MEMIO074.SAS7BDAT 787 17292
MEMBIO81.TXT MEMIO81.SAS7BDAT 787 17427
MTABIO71X.TXT MTBIO71X.SAS7BDAT 35 583938
MTABIO72.TXT MTBIO72.SAS7BDAT 35 544034
MTABIO73.TXT MTBIO73.SAS7BDAT 35 537768
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ASCII data set
MTABIO74.TXT

MTABIO81.TXT

ITABIO71X. TXT
ITABIO72.TXT
ITABIO73.TXT
ITABIO74.TXT
ITABIO81.TXT

ITBIHO71X. TXT
ITBINO72.TXT
ITBIO73.TXT
ITBIO74.TXT
ITBIO8L.TXT

EXPN
APLO7.TXT
RNTO7.TXT
OPBO7.TXT
OPDO7.TXT
MORO7.TXT
HELO7.TXT
OPHO7.TXT
OPIO7.TXT
UTAO7.TXT
UTPO7.TXT
UTIO7.TXT
UTBO7.TXT
UTCO7.TXT
CRAO7.TXT
CRBO7.TXT
APAO7.TXT
APBO7.TXT
EQBO7.TXT
FRAO7.TXT
FRBO7.TXT
CLAO7.TXT
CLBO7.TXT
CLDO7.TXT
CLCO7.TXT
RTVO7.TXT
LSDO7.TXT
OVBO7.TXT
OVCO7.TXT
VEQO7.TXT
VLRO7.TXT
VOTO7.TXT
INBO7.TXT

SAS data set

MTBIO74.SAS7BDAT
MTBIO81.SAS7BDAT

ITBIO71X.SAS7BDAT

ITBIO72.SASTBDAT
ITBIO73.SAS7TBDAT
ITBIO74.SASTBDAT
ITBIO81.SASTBDAT

ITHO71X.SAS7BDAT
ITNO72.SAS7BDAT
ITHO73.SASTBDAT
ITNO74.SAS7BDAT
ITNO81.SAS7BDAT

APLO7.SAS7BDAT
RNTO7.SAS7BDAT
OPBO07.SAS7BDAT
OPDO07.SAS7BDAT
MORO7.SAS7BDAT
HELO7.SAS7BDAT
OPHO7.SAS7BDAT
OPI07.SAS7BDAT
UTAO7.SAS7TBDAT
UTPO7.SAS7BDAT
UTIO7.SAS7TBDAT
UTBO7.SAS7BDAT
UTCO7.SAS7BDAT
CRAO7.SAS7BDAT
CRBO07.SAS7BDAT
APAO7.SAS7BDAT
APBO7.SAS7TBDAT
EQBO7.SAS7BDAT
FRAO7.SAS7BDAT
FRBO7.SAS7TBDAT
CLAO7.SAS7BDAT
CLBO7.SAS7BDAT
CLDO7.SAS7BDAT
CLCO7.SAS7BDAT
RTVO7.SASTBDAT
LSDO7.SAS7BDAT
OVBO07.SAS7BDAT
OVCO07.SAS7BDAT
VEQO7.SAS7BDAT
VLRO7.SAS7BDAT
VOTO7.SAS7BDAT
INBO7.SAS7BDAT
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34
34
34
34
34

35
35
35
35
35

40
94
114
64
231
231
75
293
233
43
72
70
119
74
302
88
81
72
72
41
79
79
72
72
48
211
323
62
94
49
101
160

Record
Counts
544456

572642

389463
384099
375336
379947
386067

537408
525660
513804
520608
529347

312667
11588
27297

167
17253
1453
2604
40111
67587
2821
52340
224
146387
1000
10889
3338
32012
4236
31552
137

150781

20398
2868
2580

949
1809

63379
2319

39868

11705

34246

78758



Record

ASCII data set SAS data set LRECL Counts
IHBO7.TXT IHBO7.SAS7BDAT 55 32068
IHCO7.TXT IHCO07.SAS7BDAT 152 11998
IHDO7.TXT IHDO7.SAS7BDAT 56 4627
MDBO7.TXT MDBO07.SAS7BDAT 74 62293
MDCO7.TXT MDCO07.SAS7BDAT 74 1409
EDAOQ7.TXT EDAQ7.SAS7BDAT 86 17602
SUBO7.TXT SUBOQ07.SAS7BDAT 35 19338
ENTO7.TXT ENTO7.SAS7BDAT 146 21362
TRDO7.TXT TRDO7.SAS7BDAT 36 5065
TRVO7.TXT TRV07.SAS7BDAT 315 13874
TREOQO7.TXT TREO7.SAS7BDAT 36 3830
TRFO7.TXT TRF07.SAS7BDAT 85 293
MISO7.TXT MIS07.SAS7BDAT 72 59053
CNTO7.TXT CNTO7.SAS7BDAT 36 36655
XPAO7.TXT XPAO07.SAS7BDAT 130 34245
XPBO7.TXT XPBO07.SAS7BDAT 189 34247
FN207.TXT FN207.SAS7BDAT 33 25836
FNAO7.TXT FNAO7.SAS7BDAT 42 6325
FNBO7.TXT FNBO7.SAS7BDAT 104 8647

C. DATA FLAGS

Data fields on the FMLY,MEMB, and EXPN files are explained by flag variables following the data field.
The names of the flag variables are derived from the names of the data fields they reference. In general
the rule is to add an underscore to the last position of the data field name, for example SALARYX
becomes SALARYX_ . However, if the data field name is eight characters in length, then the fifth position
is replaced with an underscore. If this fifth position is already an underscore, then the fifth position is
changed to a zero, so that PENSIONX becomes PENS_ONX, EDUC_REF becomes EDUCOREF.

1. Flag values for the FMLY and MEMB files:

Aflag value of "A" indicates a valid blank; that is, a blank field where a response is not
anticipated.

A flag value of "B" indicates a blank resulting from an invalid nonresponse; that is, a nonresponse
that is not consistent with other data reported by the CU.

A flag value of "C" refers to a blank resulting from a "don't know", refusal, or other type of
nonresponse.

A flag value of "D" indicates that the data field contains a valid or good data value.

A flag value of "T" indicates topcoding has been applied to the data field.

Some Primary Sampling Units (PSUs) in some states are given "false" STATE codes for
nondisclosure reasons. See Section IV.A.CU CHARACTERISTICS AND INCOME FILE (FMLY)

on topcoding of CU characteristics and income for more detail.

2. Flag values for the EXPN and MTAB files:
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A flag value of "A" indicates a valid blank; that is, a blank field where a response is not
anticipated.

A flag value of "B" indicates a blank resulting from an invalid nonresponse; that is, a nonresponse
that is not consistent with other data reported by the CU.

A flag value of "C" refers to a blank resulting from a "don't know", refusal, or other type of
nonresponse.

A flag value of "D" indicates that the data field contains a valid value and is unadjusted.
A flag value of "E" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been allocated.

A flag value of "F" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been imputed or in
some other way adjusted.

A flag value of "G" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been allocated and
imputed.

A flag value of "T" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been topcoded or
suppressed.

A flag value of "U" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been allocated and
then topcoded or suppressed.

A flag value of "V" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been imputed or in
some other way adjusted and then topcoded or suppressed.

A flag value of "W" indicates that the data field contains a valid value that has been allocated and
imputed and then topcoded or suppressed.

A flag value of "H" refers to a valid blank for an expenditure that is a “parent record” where the
expenditure was allocated to other records and the original expenditure was overwritten with a
blank.

D. INCOME IMPUTATION

Beginning in 2004, the CE implemented multiple imputation of income data. Imputation allows
income values to be estimated when they are not reported. Many income variables and other income
related variables are now imputed using a multiple imputation process. These imputed income values are
included in the FMLY, MEMB, ITAB, and ITAB_IMPUTE (ITII) files. The multiple imputation process
derives five imputation values, and a mean imputation value, per selected income variable. More
information on the imputation process and how to appropriately use the data are found in the document
"User's guide to Income Imputation in the CE".

In the public-use microdata, not all of the imputed income variables contain the derived imputation
values. For some income variables, the five derived imputations are excluded and only the mean of
those imputations is available. For these variables, there are 3 associated income variables in the FMLY
and MEMB files (INCOMEM, INCOMEM_, and INCOMEI). For all other imputed income variables, there
are 7 associated variables in the FMLY and MEMB files:

INCOME1 - the first imputed income value or the reported income value, if non-missing
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INCOME?2 - the second imputed income value or the reported income value, if non-missing
INCOMES3 - the third imputed income value or the reported income value, if non-missing
INCOMEA4 - the fourth imputed income value or the reported income value, if non-missing
INCOMES - the fifth imputed income value or the reported income value, if non-missing
INCOMEM - the mean of the five imputed income values

INCOMEM_ - the flag variable for the imputed variable (see section Ill.C. Data Flags)
INCOMEI - the imputation indicator variable

Income variables that have imputed values as components (ex: FINCBEFM) will also have 5 imputed
values and a mean based on each of the imputed components.

The imputation indicator variable is a 3 digit number that is coded as follows:

The first digit in the 3 digit code defines the imputation method. The meanings are:
1: No Imputation
2: Multiple Imputation due to invalid blank only
3: Multiple Imputation due to bracketing only
4: Multiple Imputation due to invalid blanks and bracketing
5: Multiple Imputation due to conversion of a valid blank to an invalid blank (this occurs only when
initial values for all sources of income for the CU were valid blanks).

The meaning of the last two digits of the three digit code differs depending on whether you are looking at
one of the components of overall income, like fsalaryxm, or you are looking at the summary level variable
fincbtxm. For the components the last 2 digits represent the number of family members who had their
data imputed for that source. For example, if a family had a value of 302 for fsalaryi that would mean that
2 of the members in the family had their salary income imputed and that in both cases the imputation was
due to bracketing only. For the summary level variable fincbtxm which is a summation of all of the income
components, the last 2 digits represent the number of income sources imputed for each member all
added together. So, for example, if a family had 3 members and 2 had salary income imputed due

to invalid blank only, and 2 had nonfarm income imputed due to bracketing only, and that was the only
income data imputed for members of that family, then fsalaryi for the family would be 202, fnonfrmi would
be 302, and fincbtxi would be 404.

The ITAB file includes income UCCs mapped from the associated INCOMEM variable in the FMLY
files. The ITAB_IMPUTE (ITII) file includes UCCs mapped from income variables subject to income
imputation, including the variable IMPNUM to indicate the imputation number 1 - 5.

E. FILE NOTATION

Every record from each data file includes the variable NEWID, the CU’s unique identification
number, which is used to link records of one CU from several files across all quarters in which they
participate.

Data fields for variables on the microdata files have either numeric or character values. The
format column in the detailed variable descriptions (Section Ill.F. DETAILED VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS)
distinguishes whether a variable is numeric (NUM) or character (CHAR) and shows the humber of field
positions the variable occupies. Variables that include decimal points are formatted as NUM(t,r) where t
is the total number of positions occupied, and r is the number of places to the right of the decimal.

In addition to format, these detailed listings give an item description, questionnaire source,
identification of codes where applicable, and start position for each variable. The questionnaire source
format will now indicate the CAPI section where the question can be found.

A star (*) is shown in front of new variables, those which have changed in format or definition, and
those which have been deleted. Variables whose format has expanded are moved to the end of the files,
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and their original positions are left blank. New variables are added to the end of the files after variables
whose format has changed. The positions of deleted variables are left blank.

Some variables require special notation. The following notation is used throughout the
documentation for all files:

*D(Yxxq) identifies a variable that is deleted as of the quarterly file indicated. The year and
quarter are identified by the ‘xx’ and ‘q’ respectively. For example, the notation *D(Y072) indicates the
variable is deleted starting with the data file of the second quarter of 2007.

*N(Yxxq) identifies a variable that is added as of the quarterly file indicated. The year and quarter
are identified by the ‘xx’ and ‘q’ for new variables in the same way as for deleted variables.

*C(Yxxq) identifies a variable’s content or description has changed beginning in the quarterly file
indicated. The year and quarter are identified by the ‘xx’ and ‘g’ for new variables in the same way as for
deleted variables.

*L indicates that the variable can contain negative values.

F. ALLOCATION AND RECORD ORIGIN (EXPN)

Expenditures on the EXPN files that have been allocated can be identified through their flag
variable, which will have a value, set to ‘H’ (see Section Ill.C. DATA FLAGS). These expenditures can be
recreated using the fields SEQNO and ALCNO. SEQNO is a counter assigned to make records unique.
ALCNO is zero for all original expenditure records. If ALCNO is greater than zero, the corresponding
expenditure record is the result of allocation of an original record whose expenditure field has been
replaced with a blank for that CU. By summing expenditures for records with ALCNO greater than zero
and the same SEQNO as the original record, one can arrive at the value which was allocated.

The codes for the variable REC_ORIG, which are common to every EXPN file record, can be
interpreted as follows:

CODED
1 Data reported in the current quarter’s interview.
2 Data reported in the previous quarter’s interview that are encompassed by the current reference

period. These data are brought forward through the reference period adjustment process.

3 Data reported in the previous quarter’s interview that are encompassed by the current reference
period, and this logical record duplicates a logical record from the current interview month. These
data are brought forward through the reference period adjustment process; the data duplication is
also identified during this process.

4 Inventory data reported in previous quarters’ interviews brought forward through the inventory
update process. No updates are applied to this logical record as none are indicated in the current
inventory chart.

5 Inventory data reported in previous quarters’ interviews brought forward through the inventory
update process. Updates are applied based upon data contained in the current inventory chart.

6 Data created by the processing system.
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G. NOTES ON FILES

There are some specifics that are unique to particular files to be aware of when working with the datasets.
Important notes that were previously listed with the Variable descriptions can now be found in this section
of the documentation. Each note is broken into file and category.

1. CONSUMER UNIT (CU) CHARACTERISTICS AND INCOME FILE (FMLY)

The “FMLY” file, also referred to as the “Consumer Unit Characteristics and Income” file, contains
CU characteristics, CU income, and characteristics and earnings of the reference person and of the
spouse. The file includes weights needed to calculate population estimates and variances. (See Sections
V. ESTIMATION PROCEDURES and VI. RELIABILITY STATEMENT.)

Summary expenditure variables in this file can be combined to derive quarterly estimates for
broad consumption categories. Demographic characteristics, such as family size, refer to the CU status
on the date of the interview. Demographic characteristic information may change between interviews if,
for example, a member enters or leaves the CU. Income variables contain annual values. Income data
are collected in the second and fifth interviews only and cover the 12 months prior to the date of interview.
Income data collected in the second interview are copied to the third and fourth interviews. Income data
are updated only if a CU member over 13 is new to the CU or has not worked in previous interviews and
has now started working. When there is a valid nonresponse, or where nonresponse occurs and there is
no imputation, there will be missing values. The type of nonresponse is explained by associated data flag
variables described in Section 111.C. DATA FLAGS.

a. SUMMARY EXPENDITURE DATA

Main Summary Level Expenditure Variables

For each summary expenditure category listed below there are two variables. They apportion
expenditures reported for the three-month reference period of the interview to the calendar quarters,
relative to the month of interview, in which the expenditures occurred. The first variable contains
expenditures made by the CU in the calendar quarter previous to the month of interview. These "previous
guarter" expenditure variables are identified by "PQ" placed as the last two letters of the variable name.
The second variable contains expenditures made in the calendar quarter of the month of interview (last 2
letters of the variable name 'CQ'). So if CUs were interviewed in May (when they reported their February,
March, and April expenditures), the “PQ” variable would contain their February and March expenditures
since the previous calendar quarter to a May interview is from January to March. The “CQ” variable for
these CUs would contain only their April expenditures. The variables are set up this way to facilitate
analysis by calendar time period. For example, to calculate an expenditure category mean for a given
calendar quarter, expenditures from the “CQ” variable for interviews conducted during the quarter of
interest are added to amounts from the “PQ” variable for interviews conducted during the subsequent
quarter prior to dividing by the number of observations. To derive expenditure statistics by collection
period, i.e., for interviews conducted during a specific period, it is necessary to obtain all expenditures
reported during each interview by summing the “PQ” and “CQ” variables of the desired expenditure
category. See Section V.A.1.b. CALENDAR PERIOD VERSUS COLLECTION PERIOD for a detailed
explanation of calendar and collection periods.

All of the summary level variables are BLS derived. The composition of each summary
expenditure variable is given below the variable description. An underlined UCC represents either a new
UCC or a deleted UCC. Please note that new UCCs may not be represented in all quarters. The quarter
in which the addition (deletion) to the summary expenditure variable occurs is denoted by a leading
superscript directly prior to the UCC code. For example, "*"*<UCC> or ®*"*<UCC> identifies an addition
or deletion of a given UCC to the summary expenditure variable beginning in Q071.
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PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

MISC2PQ(CQ) contains UCCs that are a subset of those included in MISCPQ(CQ) —
miscellaneous expenditures. Component UCCs in MISCPQ(CQ) have been separated according to
collection method. UCCs for which the values are obtained from questions asked in interviews 2 through
5 are now in MISC1PQ(CQ), while MISC2PQ(CQ) contains those UCCs from questions asked only in the
fifth interview. To obtain population or sample estimates, the summary variable MISCX4PQ(CQ) has
been created. Itis comprised of MISC1PQ(CQ) expenditures and MISC2PQ(CQ) expenditures that have
been multiplied by four, in order to account for families not in their fifth interviews. Similarly,
TOTEX4PQ(CQ) reflects the adjustments for “non-fifth interview” families in MISC2PQ(CQ) and
CASHCOPQ(CQ). Please be aware that for 2007Q1 MISCX4CQ(PQ) and TOTEX4PQ(CQ) overestimate
the values of CASHCOPQ(CQ) and a portion of MISC2PQ(CQ) for “fifth interview” CUs and should only
be used for population estimates.

Travel related summary expenditure variables

The summary level “travel” expenditure variables (T-variables) describe expenditures by

consumer units on out-of-town trips. These variables have been constructed to facilitate research on
travel related spending. Because the UCCs describing these items are scattered across several
categories, they are collected in one format for the convenience of the user. As is the convention with the
main summary level expenditure variables, each of the T-variable categories are sorted by

expenditures that took place during the previous calendar quarter and current calendar quarter. However
for the T-variables, the previous quarter expenditure variables are appended with “P” and the current
guarter expenditure variables are appended with “C”.

Expenditure Outlays Summary Variables

Expenditure outlay summary level variables (EVARS) are used to provide a measurement of all
expenditure outlays. These variables are constructed similarly to the main summary level expenditure
variables in that they contain interest payments for home mortgage and vehicles when financed. The
difference with the EVARS are that they also include payments on principle for home mortgages and
vehicles. Note: main summary level expenditure variables are components of the higher aggregated
EVARS. The EVARS follow the same naming convention as the main summary level expenditure
variables. Expenditures within the collection quarter are sorted by whether they occurred in the previous
calendar quarter or in the current calendar quarter. As in the Travel related summary variables, the
EVARS are appended with a “P” for previous or “C” for current.

2. MEMBER CHARACTERISTICS AND INCOME (MEMB) FILE

The "MEMB" file, also referred to as the "Member Characteristics and Income" file, contains

selected characteristics for each CU member, including identification of relationship to reference person.
Characteristics for the reference person and spouse appear on both the MEMB file and FMLY file.
Demographic characteristic data, such as age of CU member, refer to the member status on the

date of the interview. Characteristic information may change between interviews. Income data are
collected in the second and fifth interviews for all CU members over 13 years of age and in the third and
fourth interviews for members over 13 who are new to the CU or who previously reported not working and
are now working. Member income data from the second interview are carried over to the third and fourth
interviews subject to the above conditions. Income variables contain annual values for the 12 months
99

prior to the interview month. Income taxes withheld and pension and retirement contributions are shown
both annually and as deductions from the member’s last paycheck. When there is a valid nonresponse,
or where nonresponse occurs and there is no imputation, there will be missing values. The type of
nonresponse is explained by associated data flag variables described in Section Ill.C. DATA FLAGS.

3. MONTHLY EXPENDITURES (MTAB) FILE
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In the MTAB file, each expenditure reported by a CU is identified by UCC, gift/nongift status, and

month in which the expenditure occurred. UCCs are six digit codes that identify items or groups of items.
(See Section XIII.A for a listing of UCCs.) The expenditure data record purchases that were made during
the three month period prior to the month of the interview. There may be more than one record for a UCC
in a single month if that is what was reported to the interviewer. There are no missing values in this file. If
no expenditure was reported for the item(s) represented by a UCC, then there is no record for the UCC
on the file.

The following UCCs are from questions asked only in the 2nd or 5th interviews.

006001 Total amount owed to creditors (2nd interview)

006002 Total amount owed to creditors (5th interview)

710110 Finance charges, excluding mortgage and vehicles (5th interview)

NOTE: To be used at the macro level, the above UCCs need to be multiplied by 4 in order to account for
those CUs that are not asked these questions.

4. INCOME (ITBI) FILE

The "ITAB" file, also referred to as the "Income” file, contains CU characteristics and income data.

This file is created directly from the FMLY file and contains the same annual and point-of-interview data in
a monthly format. It was created to facilitate computer processing when linking CU income and
characteristics data with MTAB expenditure data. As such, the file structure is similar to MTAB. Each
characteristic and income item is identified by UCC (See Section XIII.B. for a listing of UCCs), gift/nongift
118

status, and month. There are no records with missing values in ITAB. If the corresponding FMLY file
variable contained a missing value, there is no record for the UCC.

The following UCCs are from questions asked only in the 5th interview. Therefore, there will be

no values for these UCCs for CUs in their 2nd through 4th interviews. They have been multiplied by 4
because these data are used as estimated values for those CUs not asked the questions in that particular
guarter. Therefore, to be used at the micro level they should be divided by 4. For example, if a CU
reports $50,000 for value of savings account for the past 12 months, the amount of (($50,000*4)/12 =
$16666.67) is entered as the cost for each of the 3 months of the quarter for UCC 920012. It is multiplied
by 4 because only one-fourth of all CUs interviewed in a quarter are asked this question (those in the fifth
interview) and it is divided by 12 to make it a monthly figure. To obtain the annual value for the CU, sum
the cost for the 3 months, for the following UCCs:

001000 003000

001010 003100

001210 920010

001220 920020

002010 920030

002020 920040

002030

5. IMPUTED INCOME (ITll) FILE

As a result of the introduction of multiply imputed income data in the Consumer Expenditure

Survey, the ITIl file is now on the Microdata. It is very similar to the ITAB file, except that the

variable IMPNUM. will indicate the number (1-5) of the imputation variant of the income variable and it
only contains UCCs from variables subject to income imputation.

6. DETAILED EXPENDITURES (EXPN) FILES

Positions 1-20 contain the variables QYEAR, NEWID, SEQNO, ALCNO and REC_ORIG that are
common to all sections of EXPN. Descriptions of these variables can be found in Section 1 (APA).

a. SECTION 1 GENERAL SURVEY INFORMATION (APA)
PART C Major Household Appliances - For New Consumer Units Only

This file contains an inventory of major household appliances belonging to the CU. These questions are
asked at the first interview and the information is carried forward to subsequent interviews through the
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inventory update process. Note that the title of this section on the questionnaire each user has received
indicates it is asked "For New Consumer Units Only". This is because this questionnaire is used for the
second through fifth interviews. The section would only be completed if a new CU had moved to the
sample address, replacing an old CU that had previously participated.

b. SECTION 21 CREDIT LIABILITY(FN2)
PART A.1 Credit Balances - Second Quarter Only (FN2)

Data are collected in the second interview and carried forward for subsequent interviews.

7. PROCESSING FILES
a. lIstub file
X:\Programs\Istub2006.txt

The Istub file shows the aggregation scheme used in the published consumer expenditure tables. It is
formatted as follows:

START

DESCRIPTION POSITION FORMAT
Type: represents whether information in this line contains aggregation data or not 1 CHAR(1)
Level: aggregation level (lowest number is highest level of aggregation) 4 CHAR(1)
Title: title of the line item 7 CHAR(60)
UCC: UCC number in the MTAB or ITAB file 70 CHAR(6)
Survey: Indicates survey source (I = interview, G = Aggregated item) 80 CHAR(1)
Group: Indicates if the item is an expenditure, income, or asset 86 CHAR(7)

Note: this file is an internal BLS file used for processing expenditures. It has other information that may
be ignored by users of the public use data.

b. UCCfile
XAINTRVWOB\UCCIO06.TXT

The UCC file contains UCCs and their abbreviated titles, identifying the expenditure, income, or
demographic item represented by each UCC. It is formatted as follows:

START
DESCRIPTION POSITION FORMAT
ucc 1 CHAR(6)
UCC title 8  CHAR(50)

(See Section XIlIl.A. EXPENDITURE UCCS ON MTAB FILE and XIII.B.
INCOME AND RELATED UCCS ON ITAB FILE for a list of UCCs and
their full titles by file—ex