
18 Charting international labor Comparisons | august 2011  u.s. bureau of labor statistiCs | www.bls.gov

The working-
age population 
is composed 
of those in the 
labor force—
the employed 
and the 
unemployed—
and those not 
in the labor 
force.

 italy was the only 

country with less than 

half of its working-age 

population engaged in the 

labor force.

 although spain had 

average labor force 

participation, this 

masks its relatively low 

employment rate and high 

unemployment. estonia, 

ireland, and slovakia 

also had relatively low 

employment but high 

unemployment.
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