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The largest of the mining industry groups presented in the chart, nonmetallic 
mineral mining and quarrying, had the lowest average wages for each of the 
occupations shown. 

Mean annual wages of the largest occupations in selected mining 
industries, May 2008 

Metal ore mining, the smallest 
mining industry, had the highest av-
erage wages for 9 of the 12 largest 
occupations.

First-line supervisors/managers 
of construction trades and extraction 
workers had the highest average 
wage of the occupations shown for 
all three mining (except oil and gas) 
industries.

Laborers and hand freight, stock, 
and material movers had the great-
est average annual wage differen-
tials across the three industries: they 
made $42,420 in metal ore mining, 
$34,380 in coal mining, and $26,100 
in nonmetallic mineral mining.
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Operating engineers and other
construction equipment operators

Truck drivers, heavy and tractor-trailer

Excavating and loading machine
and dragline operators

Continuous mining machine operators

First-line supervisors/managers
of construction trades and

extraction workers

Mobile heavy equipment mechanics,
except engines

Mine cutting and channeling
machine operators

Laborers and freight, stock,
and material movers, hand

Maintenance and repair
workers, general

Industrial machinery mechanics

Electricians

Crushing, grinding, and polishing
machine setters, operators,

and tenders

Mean annual wage

Nonmetallic mineral mining
and quarrying
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