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T he number of people working directly in the educa
tion industries demonstrates the importance of in-
vestment in educationinthe United States. With 11.5
millionworkers, or about 9 percent of total employment, edu-
cational services (Standard Industrial Classification 82) is
one of the largest employing industries in the Nation. The
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) divides SIC 82 into
fivethree-digitindustries: Elementary and secondary schools
(SIC 821); colleges, universities, professional schools and
junior colleges (SIC 822); libraries (SIC 823); vocational
schools (SIC 824); and schools, and educational services,
not elsewhere classified (SIC 829).

Drawing on 2001 datafrom the Bureau of Labor Statistics
Occupational Employment Statistics survey (OES), thisar-
ticle focuses on the staffing and wages of teachers, teacher
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support workers, and administrative workers in elementary
and secondary schools (SIC 821) and highlights the varia-
tion in the staffing and wages among States. Table 1 shows
the distribution of employment and annual mean wages for
the detailed occupations in the three occupational groups.
These occupations, combined, account for 5.1 million work-
ers, or about two-thirds of employment in the Nation’s el-
ementary and secondary schools (SIC 821). Teachersare46
percent of employment in elementary and secondary schools,
while teacher support occupations make up 14 percent and
administrative workers account for 4 percent. Elementary
school teachers, with 1.4 million workers, isthe largest de-
tailed occupation within the three occupation groups dis-
cussed here, and isalso one of the largest occupationsin the
United States. Other dominant occupationsin thisindustry
are secondary school teachers and teacher assistants, with
around 1 million employees each, followed by middle school
teacherswith about 570,000 employees.

Text table 1. Employment and annual mean wage for three categories of occupations in elementary and secondary schools

(SIC 821), 2001

Occupation Employment Annual mean wage
Total employment in elementary and secondary SChOOIS ..........cccceeiiiiiiiieiiieeniieeiee e 7,985,850 $36,020
TEACKETS ettt h et e b e e e h e e b e e e hb e et e e e e b e e ann e e nnne s 3,662,320 44,120
Kindergarten teachers, except special education ...........ccccccevcvveriieiiieesee e 150,760 42,400
Elementary school teachers, except special education ...........ccccccevciiiiiieniiiineenienn. 1,435,620 43,370
Middle school teachers, except special and vocational education............ccccceeevvveennen. 569,140 43,550
Vocational education teachers, middle SChOOI ............ccccoiiiiiiiiiniic e 18,240 43,420
Secondary school teachers, except special and vocational education ...............cccc... 975,100 45,390
Vocational education teachers, secondary SChOOL. .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiniii e 103,870 44,970
Special education teachers, preschool, kindergarten, and elementary school ............ 203,180 45,230
Special education teachers, middle SChOOI ...........ccoouiiiiiiiiiii e 85,490 43,160
Special education teachers, secondary SChOOL. ..........cccceeviiiiiiiiiiie e 120,920 45,860
BT (o 4T W] ] o o] o A SRR 1,073,650 22,180
(] o] 2= T4 T=1 o =T TSRO TP U P ROTRRPP 61,790 46,110
[ o] 2= 1 VA C=Tod T a1 w7 U 1SR 25,600 23,290
Audio-visual collections SPECIALISES .........eeiuiiiiiiiiiieeriee e 5,600 36,540
INSrUCtioNal COOTAINALOTS ......cuviiiiiiieitieiee et 32,100 53,220
TEACKHET @SSISTANTS .....viiiiiieeiii ettt ebb e st e e e be e e sane e e sneeesanee e e 948,560 19,450
Administrative 318,120 66,690
Managerial 287,560 59,460
Business ........ 19,580 46,040
FINANCIAL ...t 10,980 48,690
(@1 1=T g o Yot o1 N o - U1 (o] o 1= USSR 2,931,760 32,930
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As one might expect, about half of those employed by
elementary and secondary schools are teachers. However,
the teachers' proportion of school employment and their
salary levels are not consistent across all States. For ex-
ample, teachers' share of industry employment variesfrom
33 percent in Kentucky to 56 percent in Missouri. In the
case of earnings, annual mean wages for teaching occupa-
tionsvary from $59,615in New York to $31,847 in Montana.

The next section of this article discusses employment of
the teacher, teacher support worker, and administrative
worker groups with regard to various characteristics. The
following section focuses on wages for these occupations.

Employment

There are about 3.6 million teachersin elementary and sec-
ondary schools nationwide. Text table 2 showsthe share of
employment in teaching occupationsthat isfoundin elemen-
tary and secondary schoolsfor each of the 50 States and the
Digtrict of Columbia. In Delaware, Pennsylvania, Nevada,
Oklahoma, and Wisconsin, teachers represent more than 50
percent of industry employment, whilethey account for only
33 percent in Kentucky and 36 percent in Michigan.

While some States have higher shares of teachers over-
all, they may have different concentrations of specific types
of teachers. Elementary school teachers account for the
highest share of elementary and secondary school employ-
ment in Nevada (27 percent) and North Dakota (26 percent).
This contrasts with Maine and Rhode Island, which have
the smallest shares, or 13 percent each. Stateswith the high-
est shares of such teachersinclude New Mexico (26 percent)

and Louisiana (25 percent) and those with the lowest share
of specia education teachers include Indiana (12 percent)
and Texas (11 percent).

Asin the case of teachers, the representation of teacher
support occupations varies by State. These support occu-
pations include librarians, library technicians, audio-visual
collections specidists, instructional coordinators, and teacher
assistants. Chart 1 showsthe Statesin which support work-
ers shares of industry employment are greatest. The States
with the smallest shares of teacher support workersinclude
West Virginia(7 percent) and Nevada (8 percent). Missouri,
which hasthelargest share of industry employment for teach-
ers, hasthethird lowest share of employment in teacher sup-
port occupations (9 percent).

There are 948,560 teacher assistants in elementary and
secondary schools, or 12 percent of the industry’s employ-
ment. Thissingle occupation accounts for about 90 percent
of the employment in teacher support occupations. In most
States, teacher assistants dominate employment in teacher
support occupations. The occupation’s share of employ-
ment rangesfrom 19 percent in Vermont to 6 percent inWest
Virginia

Thefinal group of workers examined in this study isad-
ministrative employees. Administrativeworkers, agroup that
accountsfor 4 percent of employment in elementary and sec-
ondary schools, includes all managerial, business, and fi-
nancial occupations. Clerical workers are not included in
this group. By State, the share of industry employment at-
tributabl e to administrative occupations variesfrom under 3
percent in Utah to 5 percent in Arizona, the District of Colum-

Text table 2. Share of employment in teaching occupations as a percent of SIC 821 employment, 2001

Percent of Percent of
State industry State industry
employment employment

MISSOUI oot 56 (CT=To] (o |- NP TR PR PP UUROPIN 46
Delaware .........cccevveeviiiieinienns 55 ATKANSAS ..o 46
Pennsylvania ..........ccccooeeennee. 53 North Carolina ...........ccocvveiiniiiicce 45
Nevada. .....ccooeeeeevirveeeeeecrieeeenn, 52 New Hampshire ........ccccccevceviiieeviineniee e 45
WISCONSIN ..o 51 MISSISSIPPI .eeiviiiiiiecie e 45
Oklahoma ......cccceevveeicveeeiieens 51 Maryland .......cceecveeiiiece e 45
Nebraska.........ccoeevveeeeviiinnenns 50 LOUISIANA ...vvvvieciiiiee e 45
West Virginia ........cccceeeveeeeenenn, 49 1d@N0 .. 45
South Dakota........ccccceveeeereeenns 49 Colorado ......ccvvveee e 45
South Carolina .........ccceeeeveennn. 49 ViFQINIA cooevee et 44
Oregon .....cceeevveeeiiieesiee e 49 MONtaNa ......ccceiiiiiii 44
North Dakota .........cccccvevueeenenns 49 J 2 g4 0] o - USSR 44
New Jersey ......ccocevveenieeennne. 49 VEIMONL ..o 43
NeW YOrK .....cccocvevvveeciirenneeene 48 KaNSAS oo 43
Massachusetts ..........ccceeeneee. 48 Florida ..o 43
JOWA .ot 48 Alabama . 43
INOIS ..o, 48 Utah .... 42
Connecticut. ......ccceevevieerreennen. 48 HAWAI. .+ 42
Alaska ......ooocveeeiiiiiiiieeecieee 48 California......cceveeeeciiiee e 42
TEXAS woiveeeiiveeeteeesieeeeeeneee e 47 NEW MEXICO ...vveeiieeiiieeiiieeiieesteeseeeeseeesaee e 41
MAINE ..ottt e 47 WYOMING -ttt 40

INAIANA ... 40
United States ......cccccvvcvieeeeiiiieee e, 46 WasShingtoN .......ccccoouiiiiiie e 39

District of Columbia .........cccccvveviieviireiiie e 37
TENNESSEE oottt 46 Rhode Island ........cccccooviiiiiiiiiieee e, 36
Ohio .....cceeee. 46 Michigan ..o 36
Minnesota 46 KENTUCKY ..o 33
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Chart 1. States with the highest shares of employment in teacher support occupations, 2001
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bia, West Virginia, Alaska, and Delaware. The largest de-
tailed occupation in the administrative worker group is el-
ementary and secondary school administrators, which in-
cludes school principals. Whilethese administrators account
for just over 2 percent of industry employment in elementary
and secondary schools, they arereported in 85 percent of all
establishments in this industry.

The occupations outside of the three major categories
discussed here account for about one-third of total employ-
ment in elementary and secondary schools. The largest of
these are janitors, school bus drivers, food service workers,
and clerical workers. Whilethese other occupationsaccount
for smaller portions of total employment, they are found in
most schoolsin al States.

Wage rates

Wage rates for the three major occupational groups in the
education industry are quite different. Nationally, adminis-
trativeworkers earn $66,690 per year. On average, teachers
earn $44,120 per year, or about two-thirds of the administra-
tive workers' salary, and teacher support occupations earn
$22,180 or about one-third of the administrativewage. Just
as employment for these occupations differs from State to
State, so do wages among workers in these groups. Text
table 3 displaysteachers' annual salaries by State for 2001.
Mean annual salariesfor teachersrangefrom $31,847in Mon-
tanato $59,615in New York.

Relative wagesfor specific types of teachersalso vary by
State. While special education teachers earn wages, that are
4 percent higher on average, than those of non-special edu-
cation teachers, States premium for special education teach-
ersrangefrom 13 percent in Colorado and 9 percent in Mary-
land to -9 percent in Hawaii and -6 percent in Missouri and
New Hampshire. Although Colorado has the highest rela-
tivewagesfor special education teachers, the share of teach-
ers accounted for by special education teachersis less than

13

13 percent. Nationally, 16 percent of all teachersare special
education teachers.

On average, teacher support workers earn half asmuch as
teachers. Yet, the differencesin wagesbetween thetwo groups
also depend on where the jobs arelocated. Whileteachersin
New York earn the highest wages nationwide, teacher support
workers in the State earn less than half of the teachers' pay.
Other States, such as Connecticut and New Jersey, that pay
teachers high wages also pay teacher support workers less
than half of what teachersearn. Ontheother hand, 33 States,
including Maineand lowa, pay teacher support workersmore
than half the wage of teachers, as shown in chart 2. In Ne-
vada and the District of Columbia, teacher support workers
earn three-quarters of the teachers’ wage.

While they represent a small share of industry employ-
ment, administrative workers have earnings that far exceed
those earnings of teachers and teacher support workers. In
all States, administrative workers earn more than do teach-
ers. Education administrator isthe most commonly reported
occupation in elementary and secondary schools. With an
annual salary of over $71,000 per year, thisisamong thetop
wage-earning occupations in elementary and secondary
schools.  Other high-paying occupations in this group in-
clude chief executives ($95,510) and computer and informa-
tion systems managers ($69,420).

AvLmost 8miLLIoN PeorLE aredirectly or indirectly involved
with educating students in elementary and secondary
schools. Besides elementary school teachers, teacher assis-
tants, and school principals, other occupationsthat arefound
in nearly al schoolsinclude counselors, school busdrivers,
food service workers, and janitors. The staffing and wages
for these occupations may vary greatly by State. An under-
standing of thetypical staffing in elementary and secondary
schools may be useful to those interested in employment in
this industry. [ ]



Text table 3. Wage rates for teachers, by State, 2001

Mean Mean
State wage State wage
Pennsylvania ..o $48,552 NEW MEXICO ....eeiiiieiiieiiiie et $36,835
AlASKA ... 49,647 lllinais .......... 46,484
MAINE ..ottt e 38,189 Hawaii ...... 39,709
WESE VIrgINIa ..ooevvveceiie e cee e see e 36,671 Tennessee .. 35,662
Rhode Island ..........cccooveeiiiiciieceecec e 48,986 Maryland ... 44,345
AlADAMA ..o 39,323 KENTUCKY veveiiiieeciiie et ee e 39,067
MasSacChUSEttS .....ccccceeeieeeiiiiiiiec e 46,496 Louisiana .... 34,144
FIOMda. ..oveeeveiieee e 41,718 Connecticut 52,624
WYOMING .ottt 36,450 Colorado ..... 40,053
(O] 1o J RPN 43,237 Oregon .... 42,757
VIFGINIA o 42,481 Arizona .... 37,564
[N [oT g1 g D F=1 (o] ¢- W 32,300 = o) S 59,615
DEIAWAIE ...ovvvveiieiiieeeeecee e 52,672 (O] (= 1g[o] 1 1 T- PRSP 33,188
South Carolina ........ccccveerieeniieeie e 38,676 Montana ... 31,847
VEIMONE ©.vviiiiiieeiie ettt 40,380 Arkansas . 34,683
New Hampshire ........c.cccccoeeiiieieiie e 38,418 Wisconsin ... 42,247
Georgia............... 44,141 Nebraska. 37,885
California 49,881 Utah ............ 39,857
Michigan 47,976 MISSISSIPPI .ot 32,043
Texas..... 40,142 KaNSAS ..vviiiiiiieiiiiieee e 35,460
INAIANA ...t 43,279 Washington 42,864
District of Columbia .........cccccvveviiiviireriie e 46,987
44,122 South DaKota .......ccccveeeeeiiiiiiee e 32,155
lowa ............ 34,791
42,389 Nevada ....... 40,937
38,622 New Jersey 51,201
37,577 MISSOUI oot e 35,441
Chart 2. State annual wages by occupational group
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