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Employment and wage profile of the counties affected by the
October 2007 California wildfires

In late October 2007, several major wildfires engulfed large tracts of land in the
southern region of California, forcing the evacuation of half a million people'. Adverse
climatic conditions contributed to the rapid spread of the fire, which has resulted in the
loss of lives, the destruction of homes and other property, and the disruption of business
activities. Out of 98.8 million acres®, 0.5 percent of California’s land area has been
affected.

On October 24, 2007, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
designated Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara,
and Ventura Counties as eligible to receive public assistance for the wildfires® (see Chart
1). These seven counties comprise 26.2 percent of California’s total land area and house
57.9 percent of the state’s population (see Table 1). As of October 29, 2007, the fires had
burned 518,000 acres in those counties, or two percent of those counties’ total land area.
By then, 369,000 acres had burned in San Diego County, accounting for 71.4 percent of
the burned acreage in the counties eligible for federal aid*

The Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) program publishes
county-level industry data on establishments, employment, and wages based on a virtual
census encompassing 96.4 percent’ of civilian employment in the United States. This
profile presents county-wide QCEW data for 2006 for the areas affected by the wildfires.
Only a very small percentage of the employment in the FEMA-designated counties may
be directly affected by the fires. (QCEW data for the fourth quarter of 2007, which will
reflect the impact of the wildfires, will be available in July 2008.) A map with economic
data on the burned areas is available on the State of California website at
http://www.calmis.ca.gov/file/maps/Southern-CA-Fires-2007.pdf.

Establishments. As of 2006, more than half (55.4%) of California’s business
establishments were located in the seven disaster counties (see Table 2). The 701,081
worksites operating in these counties represented eight percent of the national total. Over
half of these establishments were located in Los Angeles County, which had 390,766
worksites. Orange County had the second largest number of businesses, with 95,046
establishments. San Diego County was a close third with 91,732 worksites. The business
establishments in these three counties represented 6.6 percent of all establishments in the
country and accounted for 82.4 percent of the establishments in the seven counties
eligible for public assistance due to the fires.

Employment. In the seven FEMA-designated counties, employment was at 8.8
million in 2006. This total represented 56.6 percent of California’s employment and 6.6
percent of national employment. Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Counties are
among the ten counties with the largest employment levels in the nation. The seven
million workers employed in these three counties alone accounted for 79.6 percent of the
employment in FEMA-designated counties. San Diego County, which had 13.7 percent
of its land area burned, had 1.3 million workers in 2006.



Wages. California employers distributed $750 billion in wages in 2006, or 13.2
percent of the nation’s total wages. The $405.6 billion in wages disbursed in 2006 within
the counties eligible to receive disaster assistance accounted for 54.1 percent of
California’s wages and 7.1 percent of all wages paid in the United States. Los Angeles
County workers received slightly less than half of these wages. The average annual pay
for employees in the group of counties receiving federal disaster aid was $46,192; this
was 4.5 percent below the State’s average annual pay of $48,345, but 8.6 percent higher
than the national average annual pay of $42,535. Among the seven counties, Orange
County had the highest average annual pay, $49,126; Riverside County had the lowest:
$36,251.

Industry employment distribution. The trade, transportation, and utilities
supersector was the largest sector in the seven-county area in terms of private industry
employment, with 1.7 million jobs accounting for 10.8 percent of California’s total
employment and 1.2 percent of national employment. Nearly 60 percent of this
employment was found in the retail trade sector. The second largest employment total in
the area was in the professional and business services supersector, which employed 1.3
million workers and accounted for 8.3 percent of California’s employment. The nearly
923,000 workers in the manufacturing supersector in the seven counties represented six
percent of the jobs in California. Jobs in education and health services (893,851) and
leisure and hospitality (893,333) each accounted for 5.8 percent of the State’s total
employment.

Industry wage distribution. Within the private sector in the affected counties, the
professional and business services supersector had the largest total wage payments in
2006—3$67.5 billion. These wages represented 9 percent of the State’s total wages and
1.2 percent of national wages. The trade, transportation, and utilities supersector followed
closely with $65.6 billion in wages disbursed, which represented 8.8 percent of
California’s wages. Wages in the manufacturing supersector in the disaster counties
accounted for 6.6 percent of the State’s wages. The information supersector had the
highest average annual pay in the area, $80,352, which was 88.9 percent higher than the
national average for the same time period. The next highest average annual pay ($71,424)
went to workers in the financial activities supersector. The other services supersector had
the lowest average annual pay: $23,315.

Government. The federal, state, and local governments in California’s affected
area employed 1.2 million workers in 10,005 worksites. This employment represented
eight percent of all of California’s workers. The average annual pay these government
workers received was $50,853 in 2006 with the disbursement of $62.9 billion in total
wages.

These establishment, employment, and wage data are from the QCEW program in
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Data presented here are for all workers covered by State
and Federal unemployment insurance programs. For more information on the impact of
California fires on BLS programs, please visit http://www.bls.gov/californiafires. For




additional information regarding QCEW data, contact Robert Viégas, an economist in the
Division of Administrative Statistics and Labor Turnover, Office of Employment and
Unemployment Statistics. E-mail: viegas.robert@bls.gov. Telephone: 202-691-5162.

Information in this summary will be made available to sensory-impaired
individuals upon request. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200. Federal Relay Service: 1-800-

877-8339. This report is in the public domain and may be reproduced without permission.

Notes:

1500,000 Flee Raging California Fires (Associated Press).

2 Census 2000 Summary File 1 (U.S. Census Bureau).

3 Designated Counties for California Wildfires (Federal Emergency Management Agency).

* Southern California Fires at a Glance (State of California).

> Percentage of the Current Population Survey’s total wage and salary workers employment estimate
covered by QCEW employment totals in 20006.







