
1 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Interesting Stories About Prices and 
Spending

2026 Goldschmidt Fellowship Data Immersion Workshop
Suitland Federal Center

4/15/2026

Noell Koehlinger
Office of Prices and Living Conditions (OPLC)
Division of Consumer Expenditure Surveys



2 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Prices and Spending Programs
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CPI Overview

 The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) measures the change in 
the prices paid by urban 
consumers for a 
representative basket of goods 
and services.

 The goal of the CPI is to 
approximate a cost of living 
index



4 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

PPI Overview

 The Producer Price Index (PPI) is a 
family of indexes that measures the 
average change over time in selling 
prices received by domestic 
producers of goods and services.

 The PPI measures price changes 
from domestic producers.

 The PPI measures price change from 
the perspective of the seller.
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MXP Overview

 The Import and Export Price Indexes 
(MXP) produces data on changes in 
the prices of nonmilitary goods and 
services traded between the U.S. 
and the rest of the world. 

 In effect, the indexes show how 
prices of a market basket of goods 
and/or services in international 
trade change from one period to the 
next.
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CE Overview
 The Consumer Expenditure Surveys (CE) collect information from the 

Nation's households and families on their buying habits 
(expenditures), income, and household characteristics.

 The U.S. Census Bureau collects CE data on behalf of BLS from 
consumer units (CUs) - people living at one address who share living 
expenses. In most cases, CUs are the same as households.

 Survey participants report dollar amounts for all non-investment 
purchases.  Business expenses and reimbursements are excluded.
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CE Surveys

Diary 
Survey

Interview 
Survey

Consumer 
Expenditure 

Surveys
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Consumer Spending on Transportation
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Transportation Spending in Cities
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Food Spending
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Spending on Dinner
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Pet Spending
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CE and CPI – Pet Expenditures
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Veteran Spending
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Renters vs Owners
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CE News Release - Annual expenditure shares by major components
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CE Annual Report
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All BLS Publications
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CE Library
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CE Data Products

Tables LABSTAT 
Database

Public Use 
Microdata 

(PUMD)

News Release Reports
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CE Data Tables
I’m interested in the 

highest level of detail! All CU Detail Table

I’m interested in spending 
by demographics!

Calendar year means
Calendar year aggregate shares
2-year Cross-tabulated Tables

I’m interested in 
geographic spending 

data!
Geographic Tables

I’m interested in spending 
across multiple years! Multiyear

https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#topline
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#calendar
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#calendar
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#aggshare
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#crosstab
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#crosstab
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#crosstab
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#crosstab
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#crosstab
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#geo
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables.htm#topline
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CE LABSTAT Database

 The LABSTAT database allows data users to search for specific CE 
data by demographics, characteristics and item.

Annual means, standard errors, relative standard errors, shares 
of total expenditures, percent reporting, aggregate 
expenditures, and aggregate share expenditures for detailed 
items

 Best for time series analysis
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Tables Output



24 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

LABSTAT Output
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CE PUMD

 CE PUMD provide the individual responses to the two surveys 
from respondents. 

 The CE PUMD allow researchers to analyze expenditure, income, 
and demographic data beyond what is provided in published 
tabulations.

 PUMD are available in three formats: SAS, STATA, and Comma 
Delimited (ASCII). 
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CE Resources

 Tables Getting Started Guide
 LABSTAT Database Getting Started Guide
 PUMD Getting Started Guide
Handbook of Methods
 FAQ

https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/tables-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/labstat/ce-labstat-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/labstat/ce-labstat-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/pumd-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/pumd-getting-started-guide.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cex/
https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cex/
https://www.bls.gov/cex/csxfaqs.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cex/csxfaqs.htm
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General Contact Information

BLS - www.bls.gov
CE - www.bls.gov/cex

Information Requests:
(202)-691-6900

CEXINFO@bls.gov

http://www.bls.gov/
https://www.bls.gov/cex/
mailto:CEXINFO@bls.gov
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