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Chart 2-5.  Education pays for everyone, regardless of race or 
Hispanic ethnicity

$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200

Bachelor's degree and
higher

Some college or
associate degree

High school graduates,
no college

Less than a high school
diploma

White
Black or African American
Asian
Hispanic or Latino

2006
Median weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers 25 years and older

Chart 2-5.  Education pays for everyone, regardless of race or 
Hispanic ethnicity

• Regardless of race or Hispanic ethnicity, college graduates earn substantially 
more than do high school graduates and more than twice as much as high 
school dropouts.  

• In 2006, for example, median weekly earnings for black high school dropouts 
were $393, while earnings for black college graduates were $886.

• Among Hispanics, median weekly earnings for high school dropouts were 
$396, while earnings for Hispanic college graduates were $860.




