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Women in the Labor Force:
A Databook

Introduction

changes in women’s labor force activities. Women’s

labor force participation is significantly higher today
than it was in the 1970s, particularly among women with
children, and a larger share of women work full time and
year round than in past decades. In addition, women have
increasingly attained higher levels of education: among
women aged 25 to 64 who are in the labor force, the pro-
portion with a college degree roughly tripled from 1970 to
2008. Women’s earnings as a proportion of men’s earnings
also have grown over time. In 1979, women working full
time earned 62 percent of what men did; in 2008, women’s
earnings were 80 percent of men’s.

This report presents historical and current labor force
and earnings data for women and men from the Current
Population Survey (CPS). The CPS is a national monthly
survey of approximately 60,000 households conducted by the
U.S. Census Bureau for the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Unless otherwise noted, data are annual averages from the
CPS. Users should note that the comparisons of earnings in
this report are on a broad level and do not control for many
factors that can be significant in explaining earnings differ-
ences. For a detailed description of the source of the data
and an explanation of concepts and definitions used, see the
Technical Note at the end of this report.

The past several decades have been marked by notable

Highlights

e In 2008, 59.5 percent of women were in the labor
force, and this share has been relatively stable over the
past several years. Women’s labor force participation
rate peaked at 60 percent in 1999, following several
decades in which women increasingly entered the labor
market. (See tables1and 2.)

¢ In 2008, the overall unemployment rate for women was
5.4 percent, but rates varied by race and Hispanic ethnic-
ity. Asian women had the lowest rate (3.7 percent), fol-
lowed by white (4.9 percent), Hispanic (7.7 percent), and
black (8.9 percent) women. (See tables 1, 2, and 3.)

e From March 1975 to March 2000, the labor force par-
ticipation rate of mothers with children under age 18

rose from 47 percent to a peak of 73 percent. (These
data were collected in the March CPS.) By 2004,
the participation rate for mothers had receded to 71
percent, where it remained through 2008. (See tables
6and 7.)

In general, mothers with older children (6 to 17 years of
age, none younger) are more likely to participate in the
labor force than mothers with younger children (under
6 years of age), and unmarried mothers have higher
participation rates than married mothers. In 2008, 76
percent of unmarried mothers were in the labor force,
compared with 69 percent of married mothers. (See
tables 6 and 7.)

The educational attainment of women aged 25 to 64 in
the labor force rose substantially from 1970 to 2008.
Thirty-six percent of these women held college degrees
in 2008, compared with 11 percent in 1970. Only 7
percent of women were high school dropouts in 2008,
down from 34 percent in 1970. (See table 9.)

In 2008, women accounted for 51 percent of all persons
employed in management, professional, and related
occupations, somewhat more than their share of total
employment (47 percent). The share of women in
specific occupations within this broad category varied.
For example, 8 percent of construction managers and
34 percent of lawyers were women, while 61 percent
of accountants and 79 percent of social workers were
women. (See table 11.)

Employed Asian women were more likely (46 percent)
to work in the higher paying management, profes-
sional, and related occupations in 2008 than were
employed white (41 percent), black (31 percent), or
Hispanic (24 percent) women. Meanwhile, Hispanic
women (31 percent) and black women (28 percent)
were more likely than white and Asian women (each
19 percent) to work in service occupations. (See table
12))

In 2008, women accounted for more than half of all
workers within several industry sectors: financial
activities, education and health services, leisure and
hospitality, and other services. However, women were



substantially underrepresented (relative to their share
of total employment) in agriculture, mining, construc-
tion, manufacturing, and transportation and utilities.
(See table 14.)

Women who worked full time in wage and salary jobs
had median usual weekly earnings of $638 in 2008.
This represented 80 percent of men’s median weekly
earnings ($798). Earnings of Asian ($753) and white
($654) women were substantially higher than the
earnings of their black ($554) and Hispanic ($501)
counterparts. WWomen’s-to-men’s earnings ratios were
higher among blacks (89 percent) and Hispanics (90
percent) than among whites (79 percent) and Asians
(78 percent). (See table 16.)

In 2008, female full-time wage and salary workers
aged 25 and older with only a high school diploma
had median usual weekly earnings of $520. This rep-
resented 79 percent of the earnings for women with
an associate degree ($661), and 54 percent of those
for women with a bachelor’s degree or higher ($955).
(See table 17.)

In 2008, 25 percent of employed women usually
worked part time—fewer than 35 hours per week.
In comparison, 11 percent of employed men usually
worked part time. (See table 20.)

Women in nonagricultural industries worked an av-
erage of 36.1 hours per week in 2008. The average
workweek for men in nonagricultural industries was
41.2 hours. (See table 21.)

Of all women who worked at some point during cal-
endar year 2007, 62 percent worked full time and year
round, compared with 41 percent in 1970. During
the same period, the proportion of men who worked
full time and year round grew from 66 to 75 percent.
(See table 22.) (These data were collected in the 1971
and 2008 Annual Social and Economic Supplement to
the CPS and refer to work experience during the prior
calendar year.)

Both the wife and husband had earnings from work
in 58 percent of married-couple families in 2007, up
from 44 percent in 1967. Couples in which only the
husband worked represented 18 percent of married-
couple families in 2007, compared with 36 percent
in 1967. (See table 23.) (These data were collected
in the 1968 and 2008 Annual Social and Economic
Supplement to the CPS and reflect earnings and work
experience of the prior calendar year.)

In 2007, working wives contributed 36 percent of
their families’ incomes, up by 9 percentage points

from 1970, when wives’ earnings accounted for 27
percent of their families’ total incomes. The proportion
of wives earning more than their husbands also has
grown. In 1987, 18 percent of working wives whose
husbands also worked earned more than their spouses;
in 2007, the proportion was 26 percent. (See tables 24
and 25.) (These data were collected in the 1971, 1988,
and 2008 Annual Social and Economic Supplement to
the CPS and reflect earnings and work experience of
the prior calendar year.)

In 2008, approximately 1.5 million women paid at an
hourly rate had earnings at or below the prevailing
Federal minimum wage. This represented 4 percent of
all women paid at an hourly rate. Among women 25
years and older who were paid hourly rates, 3 percent
had earnings at or below the minimum wage, compared
with 10 percent of women aged 16 to 24. (On July
24,2008, the Federal minimum wage level rose from
$5.85 to $6.55 an hour. Data in this report reflect the
average number of workers who earned $5.85 or less
from January 2008 through July 2008 and those who
earned $6.55 or less from August 2008 through the
end of the year.) (See table 26.)

Among workers who were in the labor force for at least
27 weeks in 2007, women were slightly more likely
than men to live in poverty—6 percent, compared with
5 percent. Black and Hispanic women who were in
the labor force for 27 weeks or more were significantly
more likely than their white or Asian counterparts to be
among the working poor. The poverty rates for black
and Hispanic working women were 12 percent and 11
percent, respectively, compared with 5 percent and 4
percent, respectively, for white and Asian women. (See
table 27.) (Data are from the 2008 Annual Social and
Economic Supplement to the CPS and reflect earnings
and work experience of the prior calendar year.)

Among 2008 high school graduates, young women
(72 percent) were somewhat more likely than young
men (66 percent) to be enrolled in college in October
2008. (Seetable 33.) (Data are from the October 2008
School Enrollment Supplement to the CPS.)

In October 2008, 45 percent of women aged 16 to 24
who were enrolled in either high school or college
were in the labor force. Young men of the same age
group who were enrolled in school had a lower labor
force participation rate (39 percent). Among those not
enrolled in school, women were less likely to be in the
labor force than men (74 percent, compared with 85
percent). (See table 34.) (Data are from the October
2008 School Enrollment Supplement to the CPS.)

* Among 16- to 24-year-old women who were not en-



rolled in school, those who did not have a high school
diploma were significantly less likely to participate in
the labor force than those who had a high school diploma
but no additional education (50 percent, compared with
71 percent). Of those in the labor force, the high school
dropouts were more likely to be unemployed than the
high school graduates (25 percent, compared with 13
percent). (See table 34.) (Data are from the October
2008 School Enrollment Supplement to the CPS.)

In May 2008, 5.6 percent of employed women held
more than one job, nearly the same as the previous
year. The May 2008 multiple jobholding rate for
men was lower, at 4.9 percent. Multiple jobholding
rates for both women and men have declined since the
mid-1990s. (See table 35.) (Data were collected in
the May CPS.)

Since 1976, the percentage of working women who
were self-employed has trended up (from 4.4 percent
in 1976 to 5.2 percent in 2008), while the percentage
of men who were self-employed has edged down (from
8.4 percent to 7.6 percent). In 2008, 38 percent of all

self-employed persons were women, compared with
27 percent in 1976. (See table 36.)

In 2008, foreign-born women were less likely than na-
tive-born women to be in the labor force (55 percent,
compared with 60 percent). Of those in the labor force,
native-born women were less likely to be unemployed
(5.3 and 6.0 percent, respectively). Among men, the
opposite was true. Foreign-born men were more likely
than the native born to be in the labor force (81 percent,
compared with 71 percent) and somewhat less likely
to be unemployed (5.7 and 6.2 percent, respectively).
(See table 37.)

Thirteen percent of female wage and salary workers
were represented by unions in 2008, compared with 15
percent of men. Union attachment for both sexes had
been on a downward trend since 1983, when unions
represented 18 percent of women and 28 percent of
men in wage and salary jobs. Over the past 2 years,
however, union representation has increased slightly
among both women and men, from lows in 2006 of 12
percent and 14 percent, respectively. (See table 38.)



Table 1. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex, 2008

annual averages

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed )
. Not in
Age noninsti- labor
tutional Total Porcent of P t of P tof| force
population population | Toq] ercent o Total ercent o
population labor force
Total, both sexes
16 years and over ......... 233,788 | 154,287 66.0 145,362 62.2 8,924 5.8 79,501
16to 19 years ........... 17,075 6,858 40.2 5,573 32.6 1,285 18.7 10,218
16 to 17 years......... 9,133 2,552 27.9 1,989 21.8 563 22.1 6,581
18 to 19 years......... 7,942 4,306 54.2 3,584 451 722 16.8 3,637
20to 24 years............ 20,409 15,174 74.4 13,629 66.8 1,545 10.2 5,234
25to 54 years............ 125,652 | 104,396 83.1 99,369 79.1 5,027 4.8 21,255
25to0 34 years......... 39,993 33,332 83.3 31,383 78.5 1,949 5.8 6,661
25to 29 years...... 20,815 17,293 83.1 16,171 77.7 1,122 6.5 3,622
30 to 34 years...... 19,179 16,039 83.6 15,212 79.3 827 5.2 3,139
35to 44 years......... 41,699 35,061 84.1 33,457 80.2 1,604 4.6 6,638
35to 39 years...... 20,537 17,218 83.8 16,408 79.9 810 4.7 3,319
40 to 44 years...... 21,162 17,843 84.3 17,049 80.6 795 4.5 3,318
45 to 54 years......... 43,960 36,003 81.9 34,529 78.5 1,473 4.1 7,957
45 to 49 years...... 22,644 18,870 83.3 18,106 80.0 764 4.0 3,774
50 to 54 years...... 21,316 17,133 80.4 16,423 77.0 710 4.1 4,183
5510 64 years............ 33,491 21,615 64.5 20,812 62.1 803 3.7 11,876
55to 59 years......... 18,444 13,480 73.1 12,969 70.3 511 3.8 4,964
60 to 64 years......... 15,047 8,135 54.1 7,843 52.1 292 3.6 6,912
65 years and over....... 37,161 6,243 16.8 5,979 16.1 264 4.2 30,918
65 to 69 years......... 11,242 3,451 30.7 3,307 29.4 144 4.2 7,791
70to 74 years......... 8,639 1,534 17.8 1,462 16.9 72 4.7 7,105
75 years and over....| 17,281 1,258 7.3 1,211 7.0 48 3.8 16,023




Table 1. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex, 2008
annual averages—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed )
- Not in
Age noninsti- labor
utional Total peraem of P t of P tof| force
population population Total ercent o Total ercent o
population labor force
Women
16 years and over ......... 120,675 71,767 59.5 67,876 56.2 3,891 5.4 48,908
16 to 19 years ........... 8,415 3,385 40.2 2,837 33.7 549 16.2 5,030
16to 17 years......... 4,508 1,314 29.2 1,063 23.6 251 19.1 3,194
18to 19 years......... 3,907 2,071 53.0 1,774 45.4 297 14.3 1,836
20 to 24 years............ 10,160 7,109 70.0 6,484 63.8 625 8.8 3,050
25to 54 years............ 63,574 48,195 75.8 45,965 72.3 2,229 4.6 15,379
25to 34 years......... 19,994 15,030 75.2 14,200 71.0 830 5.5 4,964
25to 29 years...... 10,363 7,862 75.9 7,397 714 466 5.9 2,501
30 to 34 years...... 9,631 7,168 74.4 6,803 70.6 365 5.1 2,463
35to 44 years......... 21,132 16,089 76.1 15,360 72.7 730 4.5 5,043
35 to 39 years...... 10,395 7,814 75.2 7,437 715 377 4.8 2,581
40 to 44 years...... 10,737 8,275 77.1 7,922 73.8 353 4.3 2,462
45 to 54 years......... 22,448 17,075 76.1 16,406 73.1 669 3.9 5,372
45to 49 years...... 11,536 8,908 77.2 8,565 74.2 343 3.9 2,628
50 to 54 years...... 10,912 8,167 74.8 7,841 71.9 326 4.0 2,744
55to 64 years............ 17,367 10,270 59.1 9,893 57.0 377 3.7 7,097
55 to 59 years......... 9,515 6,445 67.7 6,199 65.2 246 3.8 3,070
60 to 64 years......... 7,852 3,825 48.7 3,694 47.0 132 3.4 4,027
65 years and over....... 21,160 2,808 13.3 2,697 12.7 111 3.9 18,352
65 to 69 years......... 5,995 1,585 26.4 1,528 255 57 3.6 4,410
70 to 74 years......... 4,728 676 14.3 644 13.6 32 4.7 4,052
75 years and over....| 10,437 547 5.2 525 5.0 22 4.0 9,890




Table 1. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex, 2008
annual averages—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed i
- Not in
Age noninsti- labor
tional Total percem of P t of P tof| force
population population Total ercent o Total ercento
population labor force
Men
16 years and over ......... 113,113 82,520 73.0 77,486 68.5 5,033 6.1 30,593
16 to 19 years ........... 8,660 3,472 40.1 2,736 31.6 736 21.2 5,188
16to 17 years......... 4,625 1,238 26.8 926 20.0 312 25.2 3,387
18to 19 years......... 4,035 2,235 55.4 1,810 44.9 425 19.0 1,800
20 to 24 years............ 10,249 8,065 78.7 7,145 69.7 920 11.4 2,184
25to 54 years............ 62,078 56,202 90.5 53,404 86.0 2,798 5.0 5,876
25to 34 years......... 19,999 18,302 915 17,183 85.9 1,119 6.1 1,697
25to 29 years...... 10,451 9,431 90.2 8,774 84.0 657 7.0 1,020
30 to 34 years...... 9,548 8,871 92.9 8,409 88.1 462 5.2 677
35to 44 years......... 20,567 18,972 92.2 18,097 88.0 875 4.6 1,595
35 to 39 years...... 10,142 9,404 92.7 8,971 88.4 433 4.6 739
40 to 44 years...... 10,425 9,568 91.8 9,126 87.5 442 4.6 857
45 to 54 years......... 21,512 18,928 88.0 18,124 84.2 804 4.2 2,584
45to 49 years...... 11,108 9,962 89.7 9,541 85.9 420 4.2 1,146
50 to 54 years...... 10,404 8,966 86.2 8,582 82.5 383 4.3 1,438
55to 64 years............ 16,123 11,345 70.4 10,919 67.7 425 3.8 4,779
55 to 59 years......... 8,929 7,035 78.8 6,770 75.8 265 3.8 1,894
60 to 64 years......... 7,194 4,310 59.9 4,149 57.7 160 3.7 2,885
65 years and over....... 16,002 3,436 215 3,282 20.5 153 4.5 12,566
65 to 69 years......... 5,246 1,866 35.6 1,779 33.9 87 4.7 3,380
70 to 74 years......... 3,912 858 21.9 818 20.9 40 4.7 3,053
75 years and over.... 6,844 711 10.4 685 10.0 26 3.6 6,133

SOURCE: Current Population Survey, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Table 2. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over by sex,
1970-2008 annual averages

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force
Civilian Employed Unemployed
vear noqinsti- Not in labor
tutional Total Percent of force
population population Total Percent. of Total Percent of
population labor force
Total, both sexes

1970.......... 137,085 82,771 60.4 78,678 57.5 4,093 4.9 54,315
1971.......... 140,216 84,382 60.2 79,367 56.6 5,016 5.9 55,834
19721, 144,126 87,034 60.4 82,153 57.0 4,882 5.6 57,091
1973%........ 147,096 89,429 60.8 85,064 57.8 4,365 4.9 57,667
1974.......... 150,120 91,949 61.3 86,794 57.8 5,156 5.6 58,171
1975.......... 153,153 93,775 61.2 85,846 56.1 7,929 8.5 59,377
1976.......... 156,150 96,158 61.6 88,752 56.8 7,406 7.7 59,991
1977.......... 159,033 99,009 62.3 92,017 57.9 6,991 7.1 60,025
1978 *......... 161,910 102,251 63.2 96,048 59.3 6,202 6.1 59,659
1979.......... 164,863 104,962 63.7 98,824 59.9 6,137 5.8 59,900
1980.......... 167,745 106,940 63.8 99,303 59.2 7,637 7.1 60,806
1981........... 170,130 108,670 63.9 100,397 59.0 8,273 7.6 61,460
1982........... 172,271 110,204 64.0 99,526 57.8 10,678 9.7 62,067
1983........... 174,215 111,550 64.0 100,834 57.9 10,717 9.6 62,665
1984........... 176,383 113,544 64.4 105,005 59.5 8,539 7.5 62,839
1985........... 178,206 115,461 64.8 107,150 60.1 8,312 7.2 62,744
1986 *......... 180,587 117,834 65.3 109,597 60.7 8,237 7.0 62,752
1987.......... 182,753 119,865 65.6 112,440 61.5 7,425 6.2 62,888
1988........... 184,613 121,669 65.9 114,968 62.3 6,701 5.5 62,944
1989.......... 186,393 123,869 66.5 117,342 63.0 6,528 5.3 62,523
1990 *......... 189,164 125,840 66.5 118,793 62.8 7,047 5.6 63,324
1991........... 190,925 126,346 66.2 117,718 61.7 8,628 6.8 64,578
1992........... 192,805 128,105 66.4 118,492 61.5 9,613 7.5 64,700
1993........... 194,838 129,200 66.3 120,259 61.7 8,940 6.9 65,638
1994 ... 196,814 131,056 66.6 123,060 62.5 7,996 6.1 65,758
1995........... 198,584 132,304 66.6 124,900 62.9 7,404 5.6 66,280
199........... 200,591 133,943 66.8 126,708 63.2 7,236 5.4 66,647
1997 ... 203,133 136,297 67.1 129,558 63.8 6,739 4.9 66,837
1998 *......... 205,220 137,673 67.1 131,463 64.1 6,210 4.5 67,547
1999 ... 207,753 139,368 67.1 133,488 64.3 5,880 4.2 68,385
2000'......... 212,577 142,583 67.1 136,891 64.4 5,692 4.0 69,994
2001 ......... 215,092 143,734 66.8 136,933 63.7 6,801 4.7 71,359
2002 ......... 217,570 144,863 66.6 136,485 62.7 8,378 5.8 72,707
20031......... 221,168 146,510 66.2 137,736 62.3 8,774 6.0 74,658
2004 %......... 223,357 147,401 66.0 139,252 62.3 8,149 5.5 75,956
2005.......... 226,082 149,320 66.0 141,730 62.7 7,591 5.1 76,762
2006.......... 228,815 151,428 66.2 144,427 63.1 7,001 4.6 77,387
2007.......... 231,867 153,124 66.0 146,047 63.0 7,078 4.6 78,743
2008 1......... 233,788 154,287 66.0 145,362 62.2 8,924 5.8 79,501

See footnote at end of table.



Table 2. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over by sex,
1970-2008 annual averages—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force
Civilian Employed Unemployed )
Year noninsti- Not in labor
tutional Total Percent of force
population population Total percentof | o | Percentof
population labor force
Women

1970.......... 72,782 31,543 43.3 29,688 40.8 1,855 5.9 41,239
1971.......... 74,274 32,202 43.4 29,976 40.4 2,227 6.9 42,072
1972%........ 76,290 33,479 43.9 31,257 41.0 2,222 6.6 42,811
1973%........ 77,804 34,804 44.7 32,715 42.0 2,089 6.0 43,000
1974.......... 79,312 36,211 45.7 33,769 42.6 2,441 6.7 43,101
1975.......... 80,860 37,475 46.3 33,989 42.0 3,486 9.3 43,386
1976.......... 82,390 38,983 47.3 35,615 43.2 3,369 8.6 43,406
1977.......... 83,840 40,613 48.4 37,289 44.5 3,324 8.2 43,227
1978 *......... 85,334 42,631 50.0 39,569 46.4 3,061 7.2 42,703
1979.......... 86,843 44,235 50.9 41,217 47.5 3,018 6.8 42,608
1980.......... 88,348 45,487 51.5 42,117 47.7 3,370 7.4 42,861
1981........... 89,618 46,696 52.1 43,000 48.0 3,696 7.9 42,922
1982........... 90,748 47,755 52.6 43,256 47.7 4,499 9.4 42,993
1983........... 91,684 48,503 52.9 44,047 48.0 4,457 9.2 43,181
1984........... 92,778 49,709 53.6 45,915 49.5 3,794 7.6 43,068
1985........... 93,736 51,050 54.5 47,259 50.4 3,791 7.4 42,686
1986 *......... 94,789 52,413 55.3 48,706 51.4 3,707 7.1 42,376
1987.......... 95,853 53,658 56.0 50,334 52.5 3,324 6.2 42,195
1988........... 96,756 54,742 56.6 51,696 53.4 3,046 5.6 42,014
1989.......... 97,630 56,030 57.4 53,027 54.3 3,003 5.4 41,601
1990 *......... 98,787 56,829 57.5 53,689 54.3 3,140 5.5 41,957
1991........... 99,646 57,178 57.4 53,496 53.7 3,683 6.4 42,468
1992........... 100,535 58,141 57.8 54,052 53.8 4,090 7.0 42,394
1993........... 101,506 58,795 57.9 54,910 54.1 3,885 6.6 42,711
1994 *......... 102,460 60,239 58.8 56,610 55.3 3,629 6.0 42,221
1995........... 103,406 60,944 58.9 57,523 55.6 3,421 5.6 42,462
1996........... 104,385 61,857 59.3 58,501 56.0 3,356 5.4 42,528
1997 ... 105,418 63,036 59.8 59,873 56.8 3,162 5.0 42,382
1998 *......... 106,462 63,714 59.8 60,771 57.1 2,944 4.6 42,748
1999 *......... 108,031 64,855 60.0 62,042 57.4 2,814 4.3 43,175
2000'......... 110,613 66,303 59.9 63,586 57.5 2,717 4.1 44,310
2001 ......... 111,811 66,848 59.8 63,737 57.0 3,111 4.7 44,962
2002 ......... 112,985 67,363 59.6 63,582 56.3 3,781 5.6 45,621
20031......... 114,733 68,272 59.5 64,404 56.1 3,868 5.7 46,461
2004 1......... 115,647 68,421 59.2 64,728 56.0 3,694 5.4 47,225
2005.......... 116,931 69,288 59.3 65,757 56.2 3,631 5.1 47,643
2006.......... 118,210 70,173 59.4 66,925 56.6 3,247 4.6 48,037
2007.......... 119,694 70,988 59.3 67,792 56.6 3,196 45 48,707
20081......... 120,675 71,767 59.5 67,876 56.2 3,891 5.4 48,908

See footnote at end of table.



Table 2. Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over by sex,

1970-2008 annual averages—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force
Civilian Employed Unemployed .
noninsti- Not in labor
Year utional Total Percent of Percent of Percent of force
opulation population
popuiat Total population Total labor force
Men

1970.......... 64,304 51,228 79.7 48,990 76.2 2,238 4.4 13,076
1971.......... 65,942 52,180 79.1 49,390 74.9 2,789 5.3 13,762
1972t 67,835 53,555 78.9 50,896 75.0 2,659 5.0 14,280
1973 1. 69,292 54,624 78.8 52,349 75.5 2,275 4.2 14,667
1974.......... 70,808 55,739 78.7 53,024 74.9 2,714 4.9 15,069
1975.......... 72,291 56,299 77.9 51,857 1.7 4,442 7.9 15,993
1976.......... 73,759 57,174 77.5 53,138 72.0 4,036 7.1 16,585
1977.......... 75,193 58,396 77.7 54,728 72.8 3,667 6.3 16,797
1978 ... 76,576 59,620 77.9 56,479 73.8 3,142 5.3 16,956
1979.......... 78,020 60,726 77.8 57,607 73.8 3,120 5.1 17,293
1980.......... 79,398 61,453 77.4 57,186 72.0 4,267 6.9 17,945
1981........... 80,511 61,974 77.0 57,397 71.3 4,577 7.4 18,537
1982........... 81,523 62,450 76.6 56,271 69.0 6,179 9.9 19,073
1983........... 82,531 63,047 76.4 56,787 68.8 6,260 9.9 19,484
1984........... 83,605 63,835 76.4 59,091 70.7 4,744 7.4 19,771
1985........... 84,469 64,411 76.3 59,891 70.9 4,521 7.0 20,058
1986 *......... 85,798 65,422 76.3 60,892 71.0 4,530 6.9 20,376
1987.......... 86,899 66,207 76.2 62,107 71.5 4,101 6.2 20,692
1988........... 87,857 66,927 76.2 63,273 72.0 3,655 5.5 20,930
1989.......... 88,762 67,840 76.4 64,315 72.5 3,525 5.2 20,923
1990 ... 90,377 69,011 76.4 65,104 72.0 3,906 5.7 21,367
1991........... 91,278 69,168 75.8 64,223 70.4 4,946 7.2 22,110
1992........... 92,270 69,964 75.8 64,440 69.8 5,523 7.9 22,306
1993........... 93,332 70,404 75.4 65,349 70.0 5,055 7.2 22,927
1994 1. 94,355 70,817 75.1 66,450 70.4 4,367 6.2 23,538
1995........... 95,178 71,360 75.0 67,377 70.8 3,983 5.6 23,818
1996........... 96,206 72,087 74.9 68,207 70.9 3,880 5.4 24,119
1997 ... 97,715 73,261 75.0 69,685 71.3 3,577 4.9 24,454
1998 ... 98,758 73,959 74.9 70,693 71.6 3,266 4.4 24,799
1999 ... 99,722 74,512 74.7 71,446 71.6 3,066 4.1 25,210
2000%......... 101,964 76,280 74.8 73,305 71.9 2,975 3.9 25,684
2001 ......... 103,282 76,886 74.4 73,196 70.9 3,690 4.8 26,396
2002 ......... 104,585 77,500 74.1 72,903 69.7 4,597 5.9 27,085
2003%......... 106,435 78,238 73.5 73,332 68.9 4,906 6.3 28,197
2004 1. 107,710 78,980 73.3 74,524 69.2 4,456 5.6 28,730
2005.......... 109,151 80,033 73.3 75,973 69.6 4,059 5.1 29,119
2006.......... 110,605 81,255 73.5 77,502 70.1 3,753 4.6 29,350
2007.......... 112,173 82,136 73.2 78,254 69.8 3,882 47 30,036
20081......... 113,113 82,520 73.0 77,486 68.5 5,033 6.1 30,593

! The comparability of historical labor force data has
been affected at various times by methodological and
conceptual changes in the Current Population Survey
(CPS). For an explanation, see the Historical
Comparability section of the Household Data technical

documentation provided at
http://www.bls.gov/cps/eetech_methods.pdf.

SOURCE:

Current

Population

Survey,

u.s.

Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.


http://www.bls.gov/cps/eetech_methods.pdf

Table 3. Employment status by race, age, sex, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, 2008 annual averages

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force
C'V_'“ar_‘ Employed Unemployed Not in
Race, age, sex, and noninsti- Percent

Hispanic or Latino ethnicity  tutional Total of Percent labor

population - Total of Total | Percentof force

population . labor force
population
White
Total, 16 years and over....... 189,540 125,635 66.3 119,126 62.8 6,509 5.2 63,905
16to19years.......cccoe...... 13,084 5,644 43.1 4,697 35.9 947 16.8 7,440
20to 24 years.......cc.ceveennns 15,914 12,142 76.3 11,055 69.5 1,087 9.0 3,773
25to 54 years.......cccoene. 100,268 83,922 83.7 80,297 80.1 3,625 4.3 16,346
55to 64 years.................. 28,109 18,464 65.7 17,829 63.4 634 34 9,646
65 years and over............. 32,165 5,463 17.0 5,247 16.3 216 4.0 26,702
Women, 16 years and over... 96,814 57,284 59.2 54,501 56.3 2,782 4.9 39,531
16to19years.......ccccveeenn 6,414 2,776 43.3 2,377 37.1 399 14.4 3,639
20to 24 years.........ceenn... 7,842 5,616 71.6 5,197 66.3 419 7.5 2,226
25to54 years.......coceveennns 49,954 37,866 75.8 36,291 72.6 1,575 4.2 12,088
55to 64 years.........c...c.... 14,411 8,609 59.7 8,312 57.7 298 35 5,802
65 years and over............. 18,193 2,417 13.3 2,325 12.8 92 3.8 15,776
Men, 16 years and over....... 92,725 68,351 73.7 64,624 69.7 3,727 55 24,374
16to19years.......cccoennnn. 6,669 2,868 43.0 2,320 34.8 548 19.1 3,801
20to 24 years.......cc.coene.n. 8,072 6,526 80.8 5,858 72.6 668 10.2 1,546
25to54 years.......cooeveennns 50,314 46,056 91.5 44,006 87.5 2,050 4.5 4,258
55to 64 years.................. 13,698 9,855 71.9 9,518 69.5 337 34 3,844
65 years and over............. 13,972 3,046 21.8 2,922 20.9 124 4.1 10,926
Black or
African American

Total, 16 years and over....... 27,843 17,740 63.7 15,953 57.3 1,788 10.1 10,103
16to19years........c......... 2,676 787 29.4 541 20.2 246 31.2 1,889
20to 24 years........c.ceene.n. 2,914 1,981 68.0 1,625 55.8 355 17.9 933
25to 54 years..........coe.... 15,643 12,589 80.5 11,555 73.9 1,034 8.2 3,054
55to 64 years.................. 3,429 1,908 55.6 1,791 52.2 117 6.1 1,521
65 years and over............. 3,182 476 15.0 440 13.8 36 75 2,706
Women, 16 years and over... 15,328 9,393 61.3 8,554 55.8 839 8.9 5,934
16to19years.................. 1,354 402 29.7 294 21.7 108 26.8 952
20to 24 years..........ceene.n. 1,530 997 65.2 831 54.3 166 16.6 533
25to 54 years........c.coe... 8,597 6,688 77.8 6,193 72.0 495 7.4 1,909
55to 64 years.................. 1,910 1,056 55.3 1,000 52.3 56 5.3 854
65 years and over............. 1,937 251 13.0 236 12.2 15 5.8 1,686
Men, 16 years and over....... 12,516 8,347 66.7 7,398 59.1 949 11.4 4,169
16to19years.................. 1,322 385 29.1 247 18.7 138 35.9 937
20to 24 years.................. 1,384 984 71.1 794 57.4 190 19.3 400
25to 54 years..........cee.... 7,046 5,901 83.7 5,362 76.1 539 9.1 1,146
55to 64 years.................. 1,519 852 56.1 792 52.1 61 7.1 666
65 years and over............. 1,245 225 18.1 204 16.4 21 9.5 1,020
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Table 3. Employment status by race, age, sex, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, 2008 annual

averages—Continued
(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

C|v_|I|ar_1 Employed Unemployed Not in

_ Rac_e, age, sex, anq _ non_lnstl- Percent labor

Hispanic or Latino ethnicity . ct)L;tllj(l)gt?clm Total of . ol Pe;iem ot Percent of force

population . labor force
population
Asian
Total, 16 years and over....... 10,751 7,202 67.0 6,917 64.3 285 4.0 3,549
16tol19years.........ccuen.... 630 157 24.9 134 21.3 23 14.6 473
20to 24 years.................. 872 526 60.3 493 56.5 33 6.3 346
25to 54 years.......c.......... 6,615 5,408 81.8 5,223 79.0 186 34 1,207
55t0 64 years.................. 1,343 891 66.4 856 63.8 35 3.9 452
65 years and over............. 1,291 219 17.0 211 16.3 8 3.8 1,072
Women, 16 years and over... 5,639 3,350 59.4 3,225 57.2 125 3.7 2,289
16to19years..........cceenee 306 72 23.6 63 20.7 9 12.3 234
20to 24 years...........c....... 443 258 58.2 242 54.7 16 6.1 185
25to 54 years.......c.......... 3,426 2,488 72.6 2,405 70.2 83 3.3 938
55to 64 years.................. 726 434 59.7 418 57.6 15 35 293
65 years and over............. 738 99 13.4 97 13.1 2 2.2 639
Men, 16 years and over....... 5,112 3,852 75.3 3,692 72.2 160 4.1 1,260
16tol19years.........ccuene... 324 85 26.2 71 21.9 14 16.6 239
20to 24 years........c......... 429 268 62.5 251 58.5 17 6.5 161
25to 54 years.......c.......... 3,189 2,921 91.6 2,818 88.4 103 35 268
55to 64 years.................. 616 457 74.2 438 711 19 4.3 159
65 years and over............. 553 120 21.8 114 20.7 6 5.1 433
Hispanic or
Latino ethnicity

Total, 16 years and over....... 32,141 22,024 68.5 20,346 63.3 1,678 7.6 10,116
l16to19years..........cceeenns 3,042 1,121 36.9 870 28.6 251 224 1,921
20to 24 years.................. 3,620 2,668 73.7 2,361 65.2 307 11.5 952
25to 54 years.................. 20,030 16,117 80.5 15,110 75.4 1,007 6.2 3,913
55t0 64 years.................. 2,840 1,701 59.9 1,619 57.0 81 4.8 1,139
65 years and over............. 2,609 417 16.0 385 14.8 32 7.8 2,192
Women, 16 years and over..| 15,616 8,769 56.2 8,098 51.9 672 7.7 6,847
l16to19years..........cceeenns 1,489 495 333 391 26.2 104 211 994
20to 24 years.................. 1,730 1,074 62.1 955 55.2 119 11.1 655
25to 54 years.................. 9,435 6,304 66.8 5,901 62.5 403 6.4 3,131
55t0 64 years.................. 1,475 722 48.9 690 46.8 32 4.4 753
65 years and over............. 1,488 174 11.7 161 10.8 13 7.7 1,314
Men, 16 years and over....... 16,524 13,255 80.2 12,248 74.1 1,007 7.6 3,270
l16to19years..........cceeenns 1,553 626 40.3 479 30.9 147 234 927
20to 24 years.................. 1,890 1,594 84.3 1,406 74.4 188 11.8 297
25to 54 years.................. 10,594 9,813 92.6 9,209 86.9 604 6.2 781
55t0 64 years.................. 1,365 979 717 929 68.1 50 5.1 386
65 years and over............. 1,121 243 217 224 20.0 19 7.8 878

SOURCE: Current Population Survey, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 4. Employment status by marital status and sex, 2008 annual averages

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian

Civilian labor force

e Employed Unemployed Not in
Marital status and sex noninsti- Percent labor
tutional Total of Percent Percent force
population population Total of Total of labor
population force
Total
Total, 16 years and over..... 233,788 154,287 66.0 145,362 62.2 8,924 5.8 79,501
Married, spouse present...| 122,349 84,644 69.2 81,729 66.8 2,915 3.4 37,705
Unmarried, total.............. 111,439 69,643 62.5 63,634 57.1 6,010 8.6 41,796
Never married............... 66,254 44,874 67.7 40,452 61.1 4,422 9.9 21,381
Other marital status........ 45,185 24,769 54.8 23,182 51.3 1,587 6.4 20,415
Divorced................u... 22,864 16,126 70.5 15,182 66.4 944 5.9 6,738
Separated.................. 8,198 5,772 70.4 5,296 64.6 475 8.2 2,427
Widowed.................... 14,122 2,872 20.3 2,704 19.1 168 5.9 11,251
Women
Total, 16 years and over..... 120,675 71,767 59.5 67,876 56.2 3,891 5.4 48,908
Married, spouse present... 60,554 37,194 61.4 35,869 59.2 1,325 3.6 23,360
Unmarried, total.............. 60,121 34,573 57.5 32,007 53.2 2,566 7.4 25,548
Never married............... 30,980 20,231 65.3 18,513 59.8 1,717 8.5 10,749
Other marital status........ 29,141 14,342 49.2 13,494 46.3 849 5.9 14,799
Divorced................u.... 13,379 9,222 68.9 8,743 65.4 479 5.2 4,157
Separated.................. 4,520 2,947 65.2 2,702 59.8 246 8.3 1,572
Widowed.................... 11,242 2,173 19.3 2,048 18.2 125 5.7 9,069
Men
Total, 16 years and over..... 113,113 82,520 73.0 77,486 68.5 5,033 6.1 30,593
Married, spouse present... 61,794 47,450 76.8 45,860 74.2 1,590 3.4 14,345
Unmarried, total.............. 51,318 35,070 68.3 31,627 61.6 3,443 9.8 16,248
Never married............... 35,274 24,643 69.9 21,938 62.2 2,705 11.0 10,631
Other marital status........ 16,044 10,427 65.0 9,688 60.4 739 7.1 5,617
Divorced..................... 9,486 6,905 72.8 6,439 67.9 465 6.7 2,581
Separated..................] 3,678 2,824 76.8 2,594 70.5 230 8.1 854
Widowed.................... 2,880 698 24.3 655 22.7 43 6.2 2,181

SOURCE: Current Population Survey, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 5. Employment status by sex, presence and age of children, race, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity,

March 2008

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not
Characteristic noninsti- Percent n
tutional Total of Percent Percent labor
population population| ~ Total of Total of labor force
population force
Total
Women, 16 years and over................. 120,300 71,515 594 68,054 56.6 3,462 4.8 48,784
With children under 18 years old........ 36,410 25,930 71.2 24,637 67.7 1,294 5.0 10,479
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 19,972 15,479 77.5 14,842 74.3 636 4.1 4,493
With children under 6 years old........ 16,438 10,452 63.6 9,794 59.6 657 6.3 5,986
With children under 3 years old...... 9,657 5,754 59.6 5,380 55.7 374 6.5 3,903
With no children under 18 years old..., 83,890 45,585 54.3 43,417 51.8 2,168 4.8 38,305
Men, 16 years and over..................... 112,695 81,576 72.4 76,737 68.1 4,839 5.9 31,119
With children under 18 years old........ 27,898 26,192 93.9 25,201 90.3 991 3.8 1,706
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 15,301 14,181 92.7 13,710 89.6 471 3.3 1,119
With children under 6 years old........ 12,597 12,011 95.3 11,491 91.2 520 4.3 587
With children under 3 years old...... 7,514 7,198 95.8 6,871 91.4 328 4.6 316
With no children under 18 years old..., 84,797 55,384 65.3 51,536 60.8 3,848 6.9 29,413
White
Women, 16 years and over................ 96,576 57,044 59.1 54,604 56.5 2,440 4.3 39,532
With children under 18 years old........ 28,428 20,085 70.7 19,213 67.6 871 4.3 8,343
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 15,697 12,115 77.2 11,678 74.4 437 3.6 3,582
With children under 6 years old........ 12,731 7,970 62.6 7,536 59.2 434 5.4 4,761
With children under 3 years old...... 7,544 4,458 59.1 4,207 55.8 251 5.6 3,086
With no children under 18 years old..., 68,149 36,960 54.2 35,390 51.9 1,569 4.2 31,189
Men, 16 years and over..................... 92,469 67,675 73.2 64,105 69.3 3,570 5.3 24,794
With children under 18 years old........ 23,321 22,070 94.6 21,310 91.4 760 3.4 1,252
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 12,729 11,914 93.6 11,554 90.8 360 3.0 815
With children under 6 years old........ 10,592 10,155 95.9 9,756 92.1 399 3.9 437
With children under 3 years old...... 6,361 6,133 96.4 5,893 92.6 240 3.9 229
With no children under 18 years old..., 69,148 45,605 66.0 42,795 61.9 2,810 6.2 23,543
Black or African American
Women, 16 years and over................. 15,261 9,386 61.5 8,600 56.4 786 8.4 5,875
With children under 18 years old........ 5,100 3,848 75.4 3,503 68.7 345 9.0 1,252
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 2,800 2,240 80.0 2,079 74.2 161 7.2 560
With children under 6 years old........ 2,300 1,608 69.9 1,424 61.9 184 115 692
With children under 3 years old...... 1,301 808 62.1 706 54.3 102 12.6 493
With no children under 18 years old...| 10,160 5,538 545 5,097 50.2 441 8.0 4,622
Men, 16 years and over..................... 12,448 8,163 65.6 7,266 58.4 898 11.0 4,285
With children under 18 years old........ 2,377 2,091 88.0 1,950 82.0 142 6.8 286
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 1,401 1,196 85.4 1,134 80.9 62 5.2 205
With children under 6 years old........ 976 895 91.7 816 83.6 79 8.9 81
With children under 3 years old...... 553 510 92.2 456 82.4 54 10.6 43
With no children under 18 years old...| 10,071 6,072 60.3 5,316 52.8 756 125 3,999

See note at end of table.
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Table 5. Employment status by sex, presence and age of children, race, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity,
March 2008—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force
Civilian Employed Unemployed Not
Characteristic noninsti- Percent n
tutional Total of Percent Percent labor
population population| ~ Total of Total | oflabor | force
population force
Asian
Women, 16 years and over................ 5,580 3,384 60.7 3,271 58.6 113 33 2,195
With children under 18 years old........ 1,899 1,321 69.6 1,279 67.3 43 3.2 578
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 1,005 756 75.2 731 72.8 24 3.2 249
With children under 6 years old........ 895 566 63.2 547 61.2 18 3.2 329
With children under 3 years old...... 513 314 61.3 306 59.7 8 2.6 198
With no children under 18 years old...| 3,680 2,063 56.1 1,993 54.1 70 3.4 1,617
Men, 16 years and over..................... 4,992 3,753 75.2 3,607 72.3 146 3.9 1,239
With children under 18 years old........ 1,522 1,424 93.6 1,387 91.1 37 2.6 97
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 840 786 93.6 765 91.0 22 2.8 54
With children under 6 years old........ 681 638 93.6 622 91.3 16 25 43
With children under 3 years old...... 396 372 93.9 361 91.2 11 2.8 24
With no children under 18 years old...| 3,470 2,328 67.1 2,220 64.0 108 4.6 1,142
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity
Women, 16 years and over................ 15,465 8,708 56.3 8,115 52.5 593 6.8 6,757
With children under 18 years old........ 6,820 4,165 61.1 3,891 57.0 274 6.6 2,655
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 3,370 2,359 70.0 2,225 66.0 134 5.7 1,011
With children under 6 years old........ 3,450 1,806 52.3 1,666 48.3 140 7.8 1,644
With children under 3 years old...... 1,996 945 47.3 859 43.0 87 9.2 1,051
With no children under 18 years old..., 8,645 4,543 52.5 4,224 48.9 319 7.0 4,102
Men, 16 years and Over..................... 16,355 13,046 79.8 12,002 73.4 1,045 8.0 3,309
With children under 18 years old........ 5,072 4,780 94.2 4,518 89.1 262 5.5 292
With children 6 to 17, none younger.. 2,393 2,219 92.7 2,109 88.1 111 5.0 174
With children under 6 years old........ 2,679 2,561 95.6 2,409 89.9 151 5.9 118
With children under 3 years old...... 1,578 1,516 96.1 1,424 90.2 92 6.1 62
With no children under 18 years old..., 11,283 8,267 73.3 7,484 66.3 783 9.5 3,017
NOTE: Children are "own" children and include sons, daughters, as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race.
stepchildren, and adopted children. Not included are nieces,
nephews, grandchildren, and other related and unrelated children. SOURCE: 2008 Annual Social and Economic Supplement,

Estimates for the above race groups (white, black or African Current Population Survey, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S.
American, and Asian) do not sum to totals because data are Bureau of Labor Statistics.
not presented for all races. Persons whose ethnicity is identified
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Table 6. Employment status of women by presence and age of youngest child, marital status, race, and Hispanic
or Latino ethnicity, March 2008

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not
Presence and age of children noninsti- Percent n
tutional Total of Percent Percent| labor
population population| ~ Total of Total | of labor | force
population force

Total, all marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 120,300 71,515 59.4 68,054 56.6 3,462 4.8 48,784
With children under 18 years old...........] 36,410 25,930 71.2 24,637 67.7 1,294 5.0 10,479
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... eniiineaaieeaeaeaanes 19,972 15,479 77.5 14,842 74.3 636 4.1 4,493
With children under 6 years old...........] 16,438 10,452 63.6 9,794 59.6 657 6.3 5,986
With children under 3 years old.......... 9,657 5,754 59.6 5,380 55.7 374 6.5 3,903
With no children under 18 years old....... 83,890 45,585 54.3 43,417 51.8 2,168 4.8 38,305

Total, married, spouse present

Total, 16 years and over........................ 60,108 37,074 61.7 35,919 59.8 1,155 3.1 23,034
With children under 18 years old...........| 25,754 17,886 69.4 17,269 67.1 616 3.4 7,868
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeeeeiinaieiennes 13,919 10,601 76.2 10,270 73.8 331 3.1 3,318
With children under 6 years old............ 11,835 7,285 61.6 6,999 59.1 285 3.9 4,551
With children under 3 years old.......... 7,091 4,146 58.5 3,981 56.1 165 4.0 2,945
With no children under 18 years old....... 34,354 19,188 55.9 18,650 54.3 539 2.8 15,166

Total, other marital statuses®

Total, 16 years and over........................ 60,192 34,441 57.2 32,135 534 2,307 6.7 25,750
With children under 18 years old...........] 10,656 8,045 75.5 7,367 69.1 677 8.4 2,611
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... e aiiieeaaeaeaanes 6,053 4,878 80.6 4573 75.5 305 6.3 1,176
With children under 6 years old...........] 4,603 3,167 68.8 2,795 60.7 372 11.7 1,436
With children under 3 years old.......... 2,566 1,608 62.7 1,399 545 209 13.0 958
With no children under 18 years old....... 49,536 26,397 53.3 24,767 50.0 1,629 6.2 23,139

White, all marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 96,576 57,044 59.1 54,604 56.5 2,440 4.3 39,532
With children under 18 years old...........} 28,428 20,085 70.7 19,213 67.6 871 4.3 8,343
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeaeeiinaininennes 15,697 12,115 77.2 11,678 74.4 437 3.6 3,582
With children under 6 years old............ 12,731 7,970 62.6 7,536 59.2 434 5.4 4,761
With children under 3 years old.......... 7,544 4,458 59.1 4,207 55.8 251 5.6 3,086
With no children under 18 years old....... 68,149 36,960 54.2 35,390 51.9 1,569 4.2 31,189

White, married, spouse present

Total, 16 years and over........................ 51,326 31,375 61.1 30,442 59.3 933 3.0 19,951
With children under 18 years old...........] 21,566 14,870 69.0 14,381 66.7 489 3.3 6,696
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... ieniiineaaiieeaaeaeaanes 11,636 8,817 75.8 8,552 73.5 265 3.0 2,819
With children under 6 years old...........] 9,929 6,053 61.0 5,830 58.7 223 3.7 3,876
With children under 3 years old.......... 6,005 3,504 58.4 3,376 56.2 128 3.7 2,501
With no children under 18 years old....... 29,760 16,505 55.5 16,061 54.0 445 2.7 13,255

White, other marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 45,250 25,669 56.7 24,162 53.4 1,507 5.9 19,581
With children under 18 years old...........] 6,862 5,215 76.0 4,832 70.4 383 7.3 1,647
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeeeeiiainiennes 4,060 3,298 81.2 3,126 77.0 172 5.2 763
With children under 6 years old............ 2,801 1,917 68.4 1,706 60.9 211 11.0 884
With children under 3 years old.......... 1,539 954 62.0 831 54.0 123 12.9 585
With no children under 18 years old....... 38,388 20,454 53.3 19,330 50.4 1,124 55 17,934

See footnote at end of table.
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Table 6. Employment status of women by presence and age of youngest child, marital status, race, and Hispanic
or Latino ethnicity, March 2008—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not
Presence and age of children noninsti- Percent n
tutional Total of Percent Percent| labor
population population| ~ Total of Total | of labor | force
population force

Black or African American, all marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 15,261 9,386 61.5 8,600 56.4 786 8.4 5,875
With children under 18 years old...........] 5,100 3,848 75.4 3,503 68.7 345 9.0 1,252
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... eniiineaaieeaeaeaanes 2,800 2,240 80.0 2,079 74.2 161 7.2 560
With children under 6 years old...........] 2,300 1,608 69.9 1,424 61.9 184 115 692
With children under 3 years old.......... 1,301 808 62.1 706 54.3 102 12.6 493
With no children under 18 years old....... 10,160 5,538 54.5 5,097 50.2 441 8.0 4,622

Black or African American, married, spouse present

Total, 16 years and over........................ 4,298 2,897 67.4 2,764 64.3 133 4.6 1,402
With children under 18 years old...........] 1,912 1,473 77.0 1,394 72.9 79 5.4 439
With children 6 to 17 years old,

NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeeeeiinaieiennes 1,117 923 82.6 885 79.3 38 4.1 194
With children under 6 years old............ 795 550 69.1 508 63.9 41 7.5 246
With children under 3 years old...........] 442 263 59.5 238 54.0 24 9.3 179

With no children under 18 years old....... 2,386 1,424 59.7 1,370 57.4 54 3.8 962

Black or African American, other marital statuses®

Total, 16 years and OVer.................c.ce... 10,962 6,489 59.2 5,836 53.2 653 10.1 4,473
With children under 18 years old...........] 3,188 2,375 745 2,109 66.2 266 11.2 813
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNGET . ... eniiineaiieeaaaeaanes 1,683 1,317 78.2 1,194 70.9 123 9.3 367
With children under 6 years old...........] 1,505 1,058 70.3 915 60.8 143 135 446
With children under 3 years old.......... 859 545 63.5 468 54.4 78 14.2 314
With no children under 18 years old....... 7,774 4,114 52.9 3,727 47.9 387 9.4 3,660

Asian, all marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 5,580 3,384 60.7 3,271 58.6 113 3.3 2,195
With children under 18 years old...........] 1,899 1,321 69.6 1,279 67.3 43 3.2 578
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeaeeiinaieiennes 1,005 756 75.2 731 72.8 24 3.2 249
With children under 6 years old............ 895 566 63.2 547 61.2 18 3.2 329
With children under 3 years old.......... 513 314 61.3 306 59.7 8 2.6 198
With no children under 18 years old....... 3,680 2,063 56.1 1,993 541 70 3.4 1,617

Asian, married, spouse present

Total, 16 years and OVer..................c.ce... 3,293 2,064 62.7 2,009 61.0 55 2.6 1,229
With children under 18 years old...........] 1,656 1,119 67.6 1,087 65.7 31 2.8 537
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... e aaieeaaeaeaanes 874 640 73.3 619 70.8 21 3.3 234
With children under 6 years old...........] 782 478 61.2 468 59.9 10 2.1 303
With children under 3 years old.......... 452 269 59.5 263 58.1 6 2.4 183
With no children under 18 years old....... 1,637 945 57.7 922 56.3 23 25 692

Asian, other marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 2,287 1,320 57.7 1,262 55.2 59 4.4 966
With children under 18 years old...........] 244 203 83.2 191 78.6 11 55 41
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeeeiiiainiennes 131 116 88.2 112 85.8 3 2.7 15
With children under 6 years old............ 113 87 77.3 79 70.2 8 9.2 26
With children under 3 years old.......... 60 45 74.9 43 72.0 2 3.9 15
With no children under 18 years old....... 2,043 1,118 54.7 1,070 52.4 47 4.2 925

See footnote at end of table.
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Table 6. Employment status of women by presence and age of youngest child, marital status, race, and Hispanic
or Latino ethnicity, March 2008—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force

Civilian Employed Unemployed Not
Presence and age of children noninsti- Percent n
tutional Total of Percent Percent| labor
population population| ~ Total of Total | of labor | force
population force

Hispanic or Latino, all marital statuses

Total, 16 years and over........................ 15,465 8,708 56.3 8,115 52.5 593 6.8 6,757
With children under 18 years old...........] 6,820 4,165 61.1 3,891 57.0 274 6.6 2,655
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET . ... eniiineaaieeaeaeaanes 3,370 2,359 70.0 2,225 66.0 134 5.7 1,011
With children under 6 years old...........] 3,450 1,806 52.3 1,666 48.3 140 7.8 1,644
With children under 3 years old.......... 1,996 945 47.3 859 43.0 87 9.2 1,051
With no children under 18 years old....... 8,645 4,543 52.5 4,224 48.9 319 7.0 4,102

Hispanic or Latino, married, spouse present

Total, 16 years and over........................ 7,557 4,103 54.3 3,874 51.3 229 5.6 3,454
With children under 18 years old...........] 4,663 2,625 56.3 2,482 53.2 143 5.4 2,038
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNQET ...t et eviieeeeeeiinainiennes 2,259 1,482 65.6 1,414 62.6 67 45 778
With children under 6 years old............ 2,403 1,143 47.6 1,067 44.4 76 6.6 1,260
With children under 3 years old.......... 1,407 614 43.6 564 40.1 50 8.1 793
With no children under 18 years old....... 2,894 1,479 51.1 1,393 48.1 86 5.8 1,415

Hispanic or Latino, other marital statuses®

Total, 16 years and OVer.................c.ce... 7,908 4,605 58.2 4,241 53.6 364 7.9 3,304
With children under 18 years old...........] 2,157 1,540 71.4 1,409 65.3 131 8.5 617
With children 6 to 17 years old,
NONE YOUNGET . ... eniiineaiieeaaaeaanes 1,110 877 79.0 810 73.0 67 7.6 233
With children under 6 years old...........] 1,047 663 63.3 599 57.2 64 9.7 384
With children under 3 years old.......... 589 331 56.2 294 49.9 37 111 258
With no children under 18 years old....... 5,751 3,064 53.3 2,832 49.2 233 7.6 2,687

! Includes never-married, divorced, separated, and widowed  black or African American, and Asian) do not sum to totals because
persons. data are not presented for all races. Persons whose ethnicity is
identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race.
NOTE: Children are "own" children and include sons,

daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Not included SOURCE: 2008 Annual Social and Economic Supplement,
are nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and other related and  Current Population Survey, U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Bureau
unrelated children. Detail for the above race groups (white, of Labor Statistics.
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Table 7. Employment status of women by presence and age of youngest child, March 1975-2008

(Numbers in thousands)

With children under age 18

With children ages 6 to 17, none younger

Civilian labor force Unemployed Civilian labor force Unemployed
Year
Percent | Employed Percent Percent | Employed Percent
Total of Total of labor Total of Total of labor

population force population force
1975....... 14,616 47.4 13,069 1,548 11.0 8,917 54.9 8,218 700 7.9
1976....... 15,073 48.8 13,725 1,346 8.9 9,388 56.2 8,769 621 6.6
1977...... 15,669 50.8 14,276 1,393 8.9 10,040 58.3 9,389 650 6.5
1978...... 16,385 53.0 15,142 1,242 7.6 10,401 60.0 9,845 556 5.3
1979....... 16,883 54.5 15,624 1,259 7.7 10,646 61.6 10,030 615 5.8
1980...... 17,790 56.6 16,526 1,264 7.1 11,252 64.3 10,640 612 5.4
1981....... 18,422 58.1 16,952 1,471 8.0 11,490 65.5 10,725 765 6.7
1982....... 18,744 58.5 16,854 1,890 10.1 11,377 65.8 10,440 936 8.2
1983....... 18,924 58.9 16,792 2,131 11.3 11,340 66.3 10,303 1,037 9.1
1984...... 19,555 60.5 17,782 1,773 9.1 11,538 68.1 10,739 799 6.9
1985...... 20,041 62.1 18,306 1,735 8.7 11,826 69.9 10,984 842 7.1
1986...... 20,620 62.8 18,922 1,698 8.2 12,075 70.4 11,320 756 6.3
1987...... 21,422 64.7 19,798 1,624 7.6 12,438 72.0 11,661 778 6.3
1988...... 21,545 65.1 20,141 1,404 6.5 12,683 73.3 12,042 641 5.1
1989...... 21,936 65.7 20,647 1,289 5.9 12,800 74.2 12,168 632 4.9
1990....... 22,196 66.7 20,865 1,331 6.0 12,799 74.7 12,133 666 5.2
1991....... 22,327 66.6 20,774 1,552 7.0 12,691 74.4 12,017 674 5.3
1992....... 22,756 67.2 21,052 1,704 7.5 13,183 75.9 12,391 793 6.0
1993...... 23,063 66.9 21,521 1,541 6.7 13,441 75.4 12,757 684 5.1
1994...... 24,191 68.4 22,467 1,724 7.1 13,863 76.0 13,074 789 5.7
1995...... 24,695 69.7 23,195 1,500 6.1 14,300 76.4 13,608 691 4.8
1996...... 24,720 70.2 23,386 1,334 5.4 14,427 77.2 13,794 633 4.4
1997...... 25,604 72.1 24,082 1,522 5.9 14,993 78.1 14,282 711 4.7
1998....... 25,647 72.3 24,209 1,438 5.6 15,028 78.4 14,370 658 4.4
1999...... 25,472 72.1 24,307 1,165 4.6 15,150 78.5 14,633 516 3.4
2000....... 25,795 72.9 24,693 1,102 4.3 15,479 79.0 14,931 549 35
2001....... 26,269 72.7 25,030 1,239 4.7 15,839 79.4 15,220 619 3.9
2002...... 26,140 72.2 24,612 1,529 5.8 15,948 78.6 15,171 777 4.9
2003....... 26,202 717 24,598 1,603 6.1 15,993 78.7 15,166 828 5.2
2004...... 25,913 70.7 24,413 1,501 5.8 15,782 77.5 15,006 776 4.9
2005...... 25,941 70.5 24,564 1,377 5.3 15,594 76.9 14,930 663 43
2006....... 26,009 70.6 24,728 1,281 4.9 15,579 76.9 14,949 630 4.0
2007....... 26,834 71.3 25,646 1,188 4.4 15,940 77.7 15,341 599 3.8
2008....... 25,930 71.2 24,637 1,294 5.0 15,479 77.5 14,842 636 4.1

See note at end of table.
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Table 7. Employment status of women by presence and age of youngest child,
March 1975-2008—Continued

(Numbers in thousands)

With children under age 6

With children under age 3

Civilian labor force Unemployed Civilian labor force Unemployed
Year
Percent | Employed Percent Percent | Employed Percent
Total of Total of labor Total of Total of labor

population force population force
1975....... 5,699 39.0 4,851 848 14.9 2,824 34.3 2,326 500 17.7
1976....... 5,684 40.1 4,957 727 12.8 2,702 34.1 2,285 418 15.5
1977...... 5,629 41.2 4,887 742 13.2 2,795 35.4 2,371 424 15.2
1978...... 5,983 44.0 5,297 687 11.5 3,179 394 2,768 411 12.9
1979....... 6,238 45.7 5,594 644 10.3 3,380 41.1 2,979 401 11.9
1980...... 6,538 46.8 5,886 652 10.0 3,565 41.9 3,167 398 11.2
1981....... 6,933 48.9 6,227 706 10.2 3,826 44.3 3,380 446 11.7
1982....... 7,367 49.9 6,414 953 12.9 4,133 45.6 3,542 591 14.3
1983....... 7,583 50.5 6,489 1,094 14.4 4,233 46.0 3,551 682 16.1
1984...... 8,017 52.1 7,043 974 12.1 4,401 47.6 3,839 562 12.8
1985...... 8,215 53.5 7,322 893 10.9 4,601 49.5 4,089 513 11.1
1986...... 8,545 54.4 7,602 943 11.0 4,786 50.8 4,227 559 11.7
1987...... 8,983 56.7 8,137 846 9.4 5,064 52.9 4,570 494 9.8
1988...... 8,862 56.1 8,099 763 8.6 4,947 52.4 4,477 470 9.5
1989...... 9,136 56.7 8,478 657 7.2 5,053 52.4 4,671 381 7.5
1990....... 9,397 58.2 8,732 664 7.1 5,216 53.6 4,823 393 7.5
1991....... 9,636 58.4 8,758 878 9.1 5,417 54.5 4,868 550 10.1
1992....... 9,573 58.0 8,662 911 9.5 5,329 54.5 4,776 553 10.4
1993...... 9,621 57.9 8,764 857 8.9 5,349 53.9 4,857 492 9.2
1994...... 10,328 60.3 9,394 935 9.0 5,724 57.1 5,165 559 9.8
1995...... 10,395 62.3 9,587 809 7.8 5,650 58.7 5,172 478 8.5
1996...... 10,293 62.3 9,592 701 6.8 5,619 59.0 5,222 397 7.1
1997...... 10,610 65.0 9,800 810 7.6 5,839 61.8 