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Nonf arm payrol | enpl oynent continued to trend up in
February, and the unenpl oynent rate, at 4.5 percent, was
essentially unchanged from January. Payroll enploynent was
up by 97,000 over the nonth, follow ng gains of 226,000 in
Decenber and 146,000 in January, as revised. Over the year
endi ng in February, payroll enploynent grew by 2 mllion.
Average hourly earnings rose by 6 cents, or 0.4 percent,
over the nonth.

In the service-providing sector, health care
enpl oynent continued to expand, increasing by 33,000 in
February. Health care accounted for about one in six jobs
added to payrolls in the past 12 nonths. Food services
enpl oynent al so continued its upward trend, rising by

21,000 in February. Enploynent in the information



i ndustry, which includes publishing, broadcasting, notion
pi ctures, and tel econmunications, increased by 13, 000.

Enpl oynent continued to trend up in professional and

busi ness services (+29,000); there were job gains in
several areas, including building services, conputer
systens desi gn, and nanagenent and technical consulting.
Tenporary hel p services enploynment was little changed over
the nonth and over the year.

I n the goods- produci ng sector, mning enploynent rose
by 4,000 in February. Over the year, m ning enploynent has
i ncreased by 49, 000.

Construction enploynent fell by 62,000 in February.
Adverse weat her conditions in many parts of the country
likely contributed to the job declines throughout the
i ndustry. Enploynment in the residential conponent of
specialty trades has been declining for the past year.

Manuf acturi ng enpl oynent continued to trend down
(-14,000) in February. Average weekly hours in the
manuf acturi ng sector were unchanged over the nonth, but
factory overtine edged up by one-tenth of an hour.

Average hourly earnings for private sector production
and nonsupervi sory workers rose by 6 cents to $17.16 in
February. Over the year, average hourly earnings increased

by 4.1 percent.



In February, nost |abor nmarket neasures fromthe
househol d survey showed little or no change. The
unenpl oynent rate, at 4.5 percent, was essentially
unchanged. The jobless rate has ranged from4.4 to 4.6
percent for the last 6 nonths. The |abor force
participation rate was 66.2 percent in February, little
different froma year earlier

In summary, nonfarm payroll enploynment was up by
97,000 over the nonth, and the unenploynent rate was little

changed at 4.5 percent.



