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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS PRELIMINARY BENCHMARK
(STATE AND AREA) — MARCH 2025

The average absolute preliminary benchmark revision across all states and the District of
Columbia was 0.7 percent for March 2025, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reported
today. In accordance with usual practice, final benchmark data for all CES state and metropolitan
area series are scheduled to be released in March 2026 with the publication of the January 2026
State Employment and Unemployment news release.

Each year, the Current Employment Statistics (CES) employment estimates are benchmarked to
comprehensive counts of employment from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
(QCEW). These counts are derived primarily from state unemployment insurance (UI) tax
records that nearly all employers are required to file with state workforce agencies. The final
benchmark will reflect revisions to all not seasonally adjusted data from April 2024 to December
2025, all seasonally adjusted data from January 2021 to December 2025, and select series subject
to historical revisions before April 2024.

Summary of revisions at the state level

The average absolute preliminary benchmark revision across all states and the District of
Columbia was 0.7 percent for March 2025. Compared with sample-based estimates, preliminary
benchmark levels were lower in 38 states and the District for March 2025 and higher in 12 states.
For all states and the District, the preliminary benchmark revisions to total nonfarm employment
for March 2025 ranged from -1.8 percent in Colorado to +1.1 percent in Arizona and New Y ork.
The average preliminary revision across all states was -0.5 percent. (See table 1.)

Summary of revisions for large metropolitan areas

The average absolute preliminary benchmark revision across the 56 metropolitan areas with a

2020 Census population of 1 million or more was 0.8 percent for March 2025. Compared with
sample-based estimates, preliminary benchmark levels were lower in 36 areas for March 2025
and higher in 20 areas. Among these large metropolitan areas, the preliminary benchmark



revisions to total nonfarm employment for March 2025 ranged from -2.4 percent in Orlando-
Kissimmee-Sanford, FL, to +4.3 percent in Grand Rapids-Wyoming-Kentwood, MI. The average
preliminary revision across all large metropolitan areas was -0.2 percent. (See table 2.)

The final benchmark revisions for states and metropolitan areas for March 2025 will be
released in March 2026 with the January 2026 State Employment and Unemployment news
release.



Technical Note

This news release presents preliminary
benchmark revisions to total nonfarm
employment estimates from the Current
Employment Statistics (CES) program for all 50
states, the District of Columbia, and
metropolitan areas with a Census 2020
population of 1 million or more. The CES
program is a federal-state cooperative endeavor.

Each year, CES employment estimates are
benchmarked to comprehensive counts of
employment from the Quarterly Census of
Employment and Wages (QCEW) program.
These counts are derived primarily from state
unemployment insurance (UI) tax reports that
nearly all employers are required to file with
state workforce agencies. While most firms are
required to pay Ul tax for their employees, there
are some types of employees that are exempt
from UI tax law but are still within scope for the
CES. Because these employees are not included
in the QCEW, CES uses several other sources to
generate counts of this noncovered employment.
More information on noncovered employment is
available in the CES Handbook of Methods at
www.bls.gov/opub/hom/ces/calculation.htm#non
covered-employment.

Method of calculation

Preliminary benchmark revisions are calculated
for March of the current year. Noncovered
employment levels for the upcoming benchmark

are not available for the release of the
preliminary benchmark revisions. Therefore, the
preliminary benchmark revision is calculated by
adding the previous year’s March noncovered
employment level to the current year’s March
QCEW employment and subtracting the current
year’s March CES estimate of employment:
Preliminary benchmark revision = (previous
year March noncovered employment + current
year March QCEW employment) — current year
March CES employment estimate.

Final benchmark revisions are issued each
March with the publication of the January State
Employment and Unemployment news release.
For more information on the CES benchmarking
process for states and metropolitan areas, see
www.bls.gov/web/laus/benchmark.htm.

Additional information

Estimates of nonfarm payroll employment,
hours, and earnings from the CES program for
states and metropolitan areas are available
online at www.bls.gov/sae. Historical data for
preliminary and final benchmark revisions are
available for download at
www.bls.gov/sae/publications/preliminary-
benchmark-announcement.htm#HistoricalData.

If you are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability, please dial 7-1-1 to access
telecommunications relay services.


http://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/ces/calculation.htm#noncovered-employment

Table 1. Preliminary benchmark revisions to total nonfarm employment by state, not seasonally adjusted

March 2025 Preliminary Benchmark
State Revision
Level (in thousands) | Percent!
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" Percentage revisions are rounded to the nearest 0.1 percent. Values of 0.0 represent percentage revisions less than +/- 0.05 percent.

NOTE: This is a preliminary benchmark revision announcement. Final benchmark revisions will be available in March 2026 with the publication of the
the January 2026 State Employment and Unemployment Summary news release.



Table 2. Preliminary benchmark revisions to total nonfarm employment in metropolitan areas with a Census
2020 population of 1 million or more, not seasonally adjusted

March 2025 Preliminary Benchmark
Metropolitan area Revision
Level (in thousands) | Percent!
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-ROSWEIl, GA. ... ... e -10.1 -0.3
Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, TX. . ....oiiuiiiiit ettt 15.0 1.1
Baltimore-Columbia-TOWS0ON, IMD. ...... .ottt e et e e et ettt e e e e e e e aiaaans 1.1 0.1
BIrmMINGNaM, AL, et -2.3 -0.4
Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH. .. ... e e -4.9 -0.2
Buffalo-Cheektowaga, NY . ... e -2.3 -0.4
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Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT ... ... e 9.3 1.5
Houston-Pasadena-The Woodlands, TX. . .....oooiiiiriii e e et ins 8.0 0.2
Indianapolis-Carmel-Greenwood, IN. . ... .. ..o i e e e e e 5.8 0.5
JACKSONVIIIE, FL. .. ettt et et e et -10.7 -1.3
Kansas City, MO-K S, . .. et ettt et et e 2.8 0.2
Las Vegas-Henderson-North Las Vegas, NV. ... -6.6 -0.6
Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA. . ... .. e 0.7 0.0
Louisville/defferson County, KY=IN. . ... .. -3.9 -0.6
MEMPhIS, TN-M G- A R. . .. e et -1.7 -0.3
Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL...........oooi i 7.2 0.2
Milwaukee-Waukesha, Wi ... e et -4.9 -0.6
Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI. ... e -6.2 -0.3
Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN. ... ..o et -7.9 -0.7
NeW Orleans-Metairie, LA. . .......ooiiii ittt ettt e et et ettt e et e ai e e aiaaens -3.0 -0.6
New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ. ... e 102.8 1.0
OKIAhoMA City, OK ..ttt et et e e ettt et -12.5 -1.8
Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL..........ooiiiiii e e e -35.2 2.4
Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD........ ..ot 5.0 0.2
Phoenix-Mesa-Chandler, AZ. ... ........coiiiiiii e et 19.6 0.8
PO DUIGN, P A . L e e -5.3 -0.4
Portland-Vancouver-HillsShoro, OR-WA. ... ... e e e e e -11.6 -0.9
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San Diego-Chula Vista-Carlsbad, CA. . ... e e -13.2 -0.9
San Francisco-OaKland-Fremont, CA. ... . e -9.3 -0.4
San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA. ... ..o et 11.0 1.0
Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA ... ..o -26.9 -1.3
St LOUIS, M-I, ..o -1.9 -0.1
Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL....... ... o e -5.9 -0.4
TUCSON, AZ. .. ettt e et ettt et 4.5 1.1
01T TR -6.2 -1.3

See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Preliminary benchmark revisions to total nonfarm employment in metropolitan areas with a Census
2020 population of 1 million or more, not seasonally adjusted — Continued

March 2025 Preliminary Benchmark
Metropolitan area Revision
Level (in thousands) | Percent'
Urban Honolulu, HL. ... e e -8.5 -1.8
Virginia Beach-Chesapeake-Norfolk, VA-NC. .. ... e -6.5 -0.8
Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV. ... -7.9 -0.2

" Percentage revisions are rounded to the nearest 0.1 percent. Values of 0.0 represent percentage revisions less than +/- 0.05 percent.

2 Area boundary does not reflect the official OMB delineation.

NOTE: This is a preliminary benchmark revision announcement. Final benchmark revisions will be available in March 2026 with the publication of the
the January 2026 State Employment and Unemployment Summary news release.

NOTE: Area delineations are based on Office of Management and Budget Bulletin No. 23-01, dated July 21, 2023, and are available on the BLS
website at https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm. Some metropolitan areas lie in two or more states. They are listed under the state containing the first

principal city, unless otherwise footnoted.


https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm

