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Release of Preliminary 2010 
NLSY79 Young Adult Data

In June 2011, researchers can access a 
preliminary version of the 2010 Young 
Adult data from the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79), avail-
able through the NLS Investigator (www.
nlsinfo.org/investigator). The release 
includes all of the data collected for young 
adults in the 2010 data collection round; it 
also includes a limited number of created 
variables.

Because the release is preliminary, it 
will not include data from any of the data 
collection rounds before 2010. However, 
the new data can be easily linked to the 
final 2008 Child and Young Adult data re-
lease as well as to the most recent NLSY79 
data release. The final 2010 Child and 
Young Adult dataset, including all previous 
data, is scheduled to be released in 2012. 
(Users are reminded that the reference 
numbers on the preliminary release will not 
match the reference numbers on the final 
merged release).

In 2010, interviews were completed 
with 6,102 young adult respondents, or 
83.9 percent of those eligible for the sur-
vey. There were 3,033 males and 3,069 
females interviewed. The 2010 survey 
round is the ninth wave of young adult 
data. Since 1994, NLSY79 children age 
15 and older no longer receive cognitive 
assessments and other assessments given 
to their younger counterparts. Instead, they 
participate in an interview, either in-person 
or on the telephone, that asks about work 
experience, military experience, schooling, 
training, family background, health, fertil-
ity, income and assets, dating and relation-
ships, attitudes, and drug and alcohol use.

The 2010 Young Adult questionnaire 
remains similar to the 2008 questionnaire, 

but there were some notable changes in 
questionnaire content:

Several personal finance questions were 
added in 2010. Respondents were asked 
if, in the 12 months prior to the interview, 
they had ever been more than 60 days late 
in paying bills or mortgage or rent, experi-
enced collection agencies, had something 
repossessed, received a payday loan (also 
known as a paycheck advance), or filed for 
bankruptcy. Respondents also answered 
questions about any property foreclosures 
since 2007. 

The volunteerism questions were re-
structured and new items were added to 
more clearly define a respondent’s vol-
unteer activities. New questions included 
how frequently respondents participated 
in unpaid volunteer or community work. 
The types of groups the respondents volun-
teered for was expanded to include groups 
providing international aid or promoting 
world peace, groups that help people 
in need of food, shelter, or other basic 
necessities, and activities related to arts 
and culture. Respondents indicated their 
reasons for doing volunteer work. In addi-
tion, monetary contributions to charitable 
organizations were noted for the first time.

Several new questions related to health 
were added to the survey. Respondents 
answered new questions about consumer 
habits, such as reading the label when 
buying a new food item, eating food from 
a fast-food restaurant, and drinking soft 
drinks. Respondents answered a new ques-
tion about doing strength exercises (such as 
weight lifting). They also answered ques-
tions about the length of time respondents 
may have been without health care cover-
age and the reasons for this lack of cover-
age. Respondents also answered questions 
about any caretaking responsibilities they 
may have for a disabled or chronically ill 

friend or family member inside or outside 
the household. Respondents with children 
provided the height and weight of each 
child. In addition, questions were added to 
gauge the respondent’s mood at the time 
of the interview. These questions, taken 
from the Center for Epidemiologic Studies 
Depression Scale (CES-D), were added to 
an already established sequence of CES-D 
questions to increase the validity of the 
section.

In addition, a health module for respon-
dents age 29 and older was introduced. It 
included questions about a family history 
of several chronic conditions with an em-
phasis on diabetes. If a respondent’s bio-
logical mother or father has passed away, 
they were asked to provide the age when 
they died and the cause of death. Dental 
habit questions included how many times 
a day the respondent brushed their teeth 
and how many times daily they used den-
tal floss. The health module also included 
questions about difficulties in performing 
various activities, such as walking several 
blocks; climbing several flights of stairs; 
stooping, kneeling, or crouching; or pull-
ing and pushing large objects like a liv-
ing room chair. In addition, respondents 
indicated if, in the preceding 2 years, they 
had had minor medical screening checks or 
procedures, including a flu shot, cholesterol 
test, diabetes test, blood pressure measured, 
or pap smear (if female). A mental health 
inventory included questions about energy 
levels and emotions in the 4 weeks prior 
to the interview, including queries about 
if the respondent was feeling calm and 
peaceful or feeling downhearted and blue, 
or whether an emotional or physical prob-
lem had caused them to accomplish less 
than they had wanted to during that period. 
Respondents also answered new questions 
that measured cognitive abilities in remem-
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bering words and numbers. 
 A new series of questions regarding 

personal relationships asked respondents to 
detail the division of chores and responsi-
bilities between them and their spouses or 
partners. Respondents were asked about the 
fairness of the division of chores and were 
asked to indicate how money is managed 
in their relationships. Respondents also 
indicated who in their marriage or partner-
ship made the final decisions in choosing 
where they live, shared weekend activities, 
vacation destinations, and buying major 
items for the home. New questions were 
also asked about the spouse’s or partner’s 
religious beliefs and practices, includ-
ing how often they attended services, if 
the respondent usually attended religious 
services with them, and if the spouse or 
partner self-identifies as a born-again or 
evangelical Christian.  

Respondents were asked to agree or 
disagree with the following series of 
statements about relationships in general:  
“Having a job is the best way for a woman 
to be an independent person,” “People in 
a committed relationship…are generally 
happier than people who are not in a com-
mitted relationship,” and “It is better to be 
in a bad relationship than in no relationship 
at all.” 

The 2010 survey added some employ-
ment-related questions including a short 
series on taking risks with employment. 
Respondents considered a hypothetical 
situation:  If their current employment were 
ending and they were choosing between 
two new jobs, would they choose the job 
where their current income was guaranteed 
for life or would they choose an alternate 
job where the income was less certain 
but there was a 50-50 chance the income 
would double and a 50-50 chance the 
income would be cut by a certain percent-
age. This job-risk series can also be found 
in select survey years of the NLS79 main 
survey. The respondents were also asked to 
report any military service, and then they 
answered a short series of new questions 
about service-related disabilities. 

Questions about political involvement 
were removed for this round, as they are 
designed to be asked periodically. 

In 1994 and 1996, the Young Adult 
samples included all children age 15 and 
older. In 1998, the Young Adult sample was 
limited to those age 15 to 20. In 2000, the 
sample again included young adults age 15 

and older; however, approximately 40 per-
cent of the young adults age 15 to 20 from 
the Black and Hispanic oversample fami-
lies were not fielded in 2000 for budgetary 
reasons. The young adults that were not 
interviewed in 2000 were again eligible to 
be interviewed from 2002 forward. There 
were no sample restrictions from 2002 to 
2008. Beginning in 2010, a new pattern 
of administration at the upper ages was 
instituted; respondents over age 30 will 
be interviewed once every 4 years, while 
those 30 and under will continue to be 
interviewed every 2 years. The interviews 
in 2010 were primarily conducted by tele-
phone, with a small portion of interviews 
(approximately 10 percent) completed in 
person.

Researchers interested in accessing the 
NLSY79 Young Adult preliminary release 
should visit www.nlsinfo.org/investiga-
tor. A user’s guide for the NLSY79 Child 
and Young Adult surveys is available at 
this same site.

Data Collection and Data 
Release Schedule

The following is the latest schedule for 
NLSY79 and NLSY97 data collections and 
data releases:

• NLSY97 Survey. NLSY97 data are 
now available for rounds 1 through 
12. Round-13 data are scheduled 
for release in the summer of 2011. 
Round-14 data collection began in 
the fall of 2010 and will be released 
in 2012. Round-15 data collection 
is scheduled to begin in the fall of 
2011. 

• NLSY79 Main Survey. NLSY79 
data are available for rounds 1 
through 23. Round-24 data will be 
released in early 2012. Round-25 
data collection begins in 2012. 

• NLSY79 Chi ld  Survey  and 
NLSY79 Young Adult Survey. Both 
the Child and Young Adult surveys 
are fielded during the same approxi-
mate timeframe as the main NLSY79 
survey. Data from all survey years 
through 2008 are now available. A 
dataset containing both the Child and 
Young Adult data collected in 2010 

will be released in 2012, with a 
preliminary Young Adult dataset 
released ahead of the full release 
in June 2011. The next round of 
data collection will begin in 2012. 

Each cohort’s dataset includes a merge 
of all previous rounds that have been 
released from that cohort. All public 
NLS data can be accessed free of charge 
through the NLS investigator (www.
nlsinfo.org/investigator), which fea-
tures data from the active cohorts listed 
above as well as the four NLS Original 
Cohorts (Older Men, Mature Women, 
Young Women, and Young Men).   

Spotlight: Benefits Variables 
in the NLS

The quality and availability of ben-
efits can be significant factors when it 
comes to a worker accepting employ-
ment, staying at a job, and feeling job 
satisfaction. The NLSY97, NLSY79, 
Young Adult, and all but one of the 
original cohort surveys offer benefits 
variables in selected survey years. 

Benefits variables in the 
NLSY97 survey 

Questions on benefits are currently 
asked each survey year of NLSY97 
respondents who report an employ-
ment lasting at least 13 weeks. For each 
of these jobs, the interviewer hands 
the respondent a card listing typical 
benefits and asks him or her to choose 
those benefits that are available as 
part of the job with this employer. (If 
the interview is being conducted by 
phone, the list of benefits is read aloud.) 
These benefits include the following:

• Medical, surgical, or hospital-
ization insurance that covers 
injuries or major illnesses off 
the job

• Life insurance that covers 
death for reasons not con-
nected to job

• Dental benefits

• Paid maternity or paternity 
leave

• Unpaid maternity or paternity 
leave that allows employees 


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to return to the same job or one 
similar to it

• A retirement plan other than So-
cial Security

• A flexible work schedule

• Tuition reimbursement for cer-
tain types of schooling

• Company-provided or subsidized 
childcare

      •        Employee stock ownership plans 

If an employer offered a benefit that the 
respondent chose not to take, the benefit 
was still considered available. Benefits that 
were available to other employees at the 
company but not to the respondent at the 
time of the survey were not included.

In addition to the listed benefits, the 
survey questioned respondents on the num-
ber of paid vacation days and paid sick or 
personal days per year to which they were 
currently entitled (or were entitled to when 
the job ended). 

Respondents who indicated health 
insurance was available through their 
employer were asked if they participated 
in that option. If respondents did not par-
ticipate in the health insurance option, they 
were asked to give one of five optional rea-
sons:  the option was too expensive, they 
were covered by another plan, they didn’t 
need health insurance, they had a preexist-
ing condition, or they hadn’t worked long 
enough with that employer to be covered. 

Benefits variables in the
 NLSY79 survey

Data on the availability of benefits provid-
ed by employers of NLSY79 respondents 
have been collected during each survey 
year except 1981. From 1980 to 1992, the 
benefits series was administered to those 
respondents who worked 20 hours or more 
a week at their current or last job and who 
were not self-employed in an unincorpo-
rated business or enlisted in the military. 
From 1993 to 2004, those working less 
than 20 hours a week were asked if their 
employer made any benefits available. 
Those respondents replying in the affirma-
tive were then asked the detailed benefits 
series of questions. Benefits questions were 
asked only about the current or most recent 
job (also known as the Current Population 
Survey  or CPS job) from 1979–93; they 

have been asked about all jobs beginning 
in 1994. 

The types of benefits about which in-
formation has been gathered vary across 
the years. Medical, surgical, and hospital 
insurance; life insurance; and paid vacation 
variables were included in every survey 
year except 1981. Also, beginning in 1989, 
married respondents could indicate that 
their health insurance came from their 
spouse’s current or previous employer or 
that the spouse’s source of health insurance 
was the respondent’s current or previous 
employer. In addition, respondents provid-
ed information starting in 1989 about the 
source of their children’s health insurance. 
Questions on sick days, dental benefits, and 
maternity or paternity leave were asked 
beginning in 1985, and questions on retire-
ment plans, profit sharing, training and 
educational opportunities, and subsidized 
childcare were asked since 1988. A ques-
tion on flexible hours or work schedule was 
added in 1989. Other benefit variables were 
collected intermittently.  

Benefits variables in the Young
 Adult survey

Respondents in the 1994–1998 Young 
Adult surveys were asked about the stan-
dard benefits made available to them for all 
jobs for which they worked more than 10 
hours per week and that were more than 9 
weeks in duration. These benefits included 
health insurance, life insurance, dental 
insurance, maternity or paternity leave, 
retirement benefits, flexible hours, profit 
sharing, training and educational opportu-
nities, and subsidized childcare. The young 
adult respondents also answered questions 
on benefits from 2000 through the present 
survey, but the query is now limited to the 
respondent’s CPS job (Job #1) rather than 
all jobs.

Benefits variables in the 
Original Cohorts surveys

The mature women cohort provided ben-
efits data in 1977, 1982, 1987, 1989, and 
1995–2003, and the young women cohort 
answered benefits questions in 1978 and 
1983–2003. At each survey point, informa-
tion was gathered about medical, surgical, 
and hospital insurance; life insurance; a re-
tirement pension program; paid sick leave; 
paid vacation;  training and educational 
opportunities; profit sharing; and stock op-

tions. In addition, select surveys collected 
data on the availability of paid and unpaid 
maternity leave, flexible work hours, child 
daycare, paid personal time, time off for 
childcare, time off for elder care, a flexible 
menu of benefits, free or discounted meals 
or merchandise, or dental insurance. 

For the young women cohort in 1987, 
respondents were asked to rank the most 
important benefits they were receiving and 
to name the benefits they would most like 
to receive (of those not yet provided). In 
1991, the collection of benefits data was 
broadened for the young women cohort to 
include data on actual coverage by an em-
ployer-provided health or retirement plan. 
Information on specific types of health 
insurance coverage (e.g., medical, surgical, 
hospital care; dental services; vision care; 
or prescription drugs) was also collected. 

The younger men cohort answered 
questions about basic benefits in 1976 and 
1981. 

How to obtain benefit
 variable data

Benefit variables can be accessed 
through the NLS Investigator (www.
nlsinfo.org/investigator) by using “ben-
efits” as the Word-In-Title search. Users 
interested in learning about research re-
garding NLS-related benefit data can visit 
the NLS Annotated Bibliography at www.
nlsbibliography.org. As of April 2011, the 
bibliography lists 61 citations with benefit 
as the keyword in the search.  

NLSY97 Terms to Know:  
CVC and XRND

Two related abbreviations in the NLSY97 
codebook—XRND and CVC—are fairly 
new additions and elicit user inquiries.  

The CVC denotation, found as a prefix 
to the question name, means that a variable 
is a cumulative created variable. The vari-
able is created by combining data across 
rounds regardless of interview status. For 
instance, the NLSY97 variable CVC_TTL_
BIO_CHILD (total number of biological 
children born to the respondent), was cre-
ated by tallying up the children reported 
by the respondent across all the rounds in 
which the respondent was interviewed.  

The XRND denotation is an abbre-
viation for cross round variable. All CVC 
variables have XRND listed as their survey 
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year in the Investigator codebook. If a vari-
able has its survey year listed as XRND 
instead of a specific year, it means the 
information to create this variable came 
from the latest interview, whatever round 
that may be. For instance, the created vari-
able “CVC_HGC_EVER” (highest grade 
the respondent ever reported completed) 
is an XRND variable because the highest-
grade-completed information is present for 
each NLSY97 respondent, whether or not 
that respondent was enrolled or interviewed 
in the current survey year.   The CVC_RND 
variable provides the actual round of the 
respondent’s most recent interview. XRND 
variables can also be found in the NLSY79 
and Child and Young Adult datasets.

NLS-Related Presentations 
Now Number More than 1000

One way to find the latest in NLS-related 
research is to search the NLS Annotated 
Bibliography for conference presentation 
citations. Presentations cited in the Bib-
liography now number more than 1,000. 
(As of March 2011, there were 1,037.) A 
list of conference presentations provides 
timely information on new research top-
ics in advance of journal articles or other 
releases. The Advanced Search feature of 
the Bibliography can be used to identify 
conference presentations based on a par-
ticular NLS cohort. 

NLS users have presented at annual 
meetings hosted by a wide range of organi-
zations, including such groups as the Popu-
lation Association of America, American 
Sociological Association, American Public 
Health Association, American Economic 
Association, Society of Labor Economists, 
and the Association for Public Analysis and 
Management.

Researchers also have presented NLS 
data at specialized conferences, congresses, 
workshops, symposia, and regional meet-
ings in the United States and abroad. 

To find citations for presentations, go to 
the NLS Annotated Bibliography website, 
www.nlsbibliography.org, and choose 
“Oral Presentation, Conference” using a 
Formats search option. Recent conference 
presenters can use this site to submit infor-
mation about their presentations. 

Frequently Asked Questions

The NLS staff encourages researchers to 

contact NLS User Services with questions 
and problems encountered while accessing 
and using NLS data or documentation. Ev-
ery effort is made to answer these inquiries. 
Following are some recent questions and 
answers that may be of general interest to 
NLS users: 

 Q1. Is the old NLS Web Investigator no 
longer available? 

  A1. The previous Investigator and the 
current Investigator ran simultaneously 
for an extended transitional period so data 
users could get acclimated to the new ver-
sion. As researchers become familiar with 
the updated Investigator, use of the older 
version tapered off significantly and the 
decision was made in October 2010 to 
close it down.

If previous users had an account on 
the older version of Investigator, they will 
need to reregister in the new interface. To 
set up a new account, go to www.nlsinfo.
org/investigator and click on “Register.” 
Accounts are free and require only an 
email address and a password. Users can 
also visit Investigator as a guest without 
registering. Users who need assistance with 
the new Investigator can access the users 
guide by clicking “Help” on the Investiga-
tor homepage or by contacting NLS User 
Services (614-442-7366 or usersvc@chrr.
osu.edu). 

  Q2:  Are there any NLSY97 variables 
regarding respondents’ computer use?  

  A2: Computer use is a more integral 
part of a respondent’s daily life now than it 
was when the NLSY97 project first began, 
and the variables about computer use have 
evolved accordingly. Early rounds included 
only questions about having a computer in 
the house. In rounds 7 and up, respondents 
were asked if they had Internet access. In 
rounds 7 through 12 (the 2003–2008 inter-
views), they were asked about the places 
where they accessed the Internet (such as 
home, friend’s home, school, work, library, 
or Internet cafe). In round 6 and rounds 11 
and 12, respondents estimated how often 
they used the computer.

Respondents provided additional com-
puter-use information in round 12 by 
indicating their participation in Internet-
specific activities: sending and reading 
email; instant messaging; reading news, 

articles, or blogs; playing online games; 
downloading music or video clips; re-
searching for school or work projects; 
paying bills or banking; taking an online 
class; and getting medical, financial, or 
other information. 

In round 12, respondents answered the 
following two questions about the use of 
the Internet in job searches: Which job 
search methods involved the use of the 
Internet? And did the employer require 
Internet usage for the application process? 

Computer use variables can be found on 
NLS Investigator (www.nlsinfo.org/inves-
tigator) using “computer” or “Internet” for 
the Word-In-Title search. 

 Q3. What is the difference between the 
NLSY97 variables CV_ENROLLSTAT and 
CV_ENROLLSTAT_EDT? 

 A3. In rounds that have two identical 
variable names but one has the _EDT 
suffix, always use the _EDT version. The 
_EDT version means the variable has been 
edited in some way to make a correction. 
For the ENROLLSTAT variables, the 
edited versions were created based on a 
review of all of the schooling data rather 
than just one round. These are instances in 
which the respondent reported something 
wrong in one year that was later corrected 
by the respondent or the respondent’s his-
tory. In 2005 and later, only one version of 
this variable was created and it is the _EDT 
version, although _EDT has been dropped 
from the title.

 Q4. I am using the NLSY79 variables 
asking about the highest grade completed, 
and I have a question about the “5 years 
of college” answer category. Does this re-
sponse mean the respondent has a master’s 
degree, took five years of college to com-
plete a bachelor’s degree, or just took some 
extra college courses once they graduated?  

 A4. The question asked of the respon-
dents is “What is the highest grade or year 
of regular school that you have completed 
and gotten credit for?”  If the respondents 
interpreted the question the way it was 
intended, then 17 years would mean a 
bachelor’s degree plus some extra work 
(assuming it is a 4-year bachelor’s). How-
ever, since the question is open to the re-
spondent’s interpretation, this is not always 
the case. Users may want to crosstabulate 
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the highest grade completed variable with 
the respective year’s highest degree re-
ceived to get a more accurate picture. 
 
Q5. I am using the NLSY79 Child dataset 
and have selected delinquency variables 
from both 2002 and 2004. Why is there 
such a big difference in the universe for 
the same question asked in different years?  
For example, children are asked in the 
self-administered supplement the following 
question: “In the last year, about how many 
times (if ever) have you stayed out later 
than your parent(s) said you should?” In 
the 2002 survey year, 1441 children were 
asked this question, but in 2004, there were 
only 779.

A5. The delinquency series was intro-
duced in 1988. From 1988 through 2002, 
the 10- to 14-year-olds went through the 
series; from 2004 on, this section is limited 
to the 12- to 14-year-olds. Starting with the 
2004 survey round, it was decided that the 
younger age group would not go through 
the section since their delinquency counts 
were so low in prior rounds. The variable 
CSAS040-AGECK (C30453.00 in 2004, 
C33661.00 in 2006, and C38698.00 in 
2008) is the filter question that skips out the 
10- and 11-year-old children.

Q6. I am using the public use NLSY79 
data for a portion of my dissertation. Am I 
required to include some sort of note or ci-
tation about the funding of the NLS? I know 
there are some datasets that have such 
requirements, but I haven’t found anything 
about that for the NLS. 

A6. The NLS does not have require-
ments for citing. However, such citations 
are always welcome and appreciated. Sug-
gestions on how to cite can be found in 
the NLS Annotated Bibliography (www.
nlsbibliography.org/how2cite.php). 

Completed NLS Research  

The following is a listing of recent research 
based on data from the NLS cohorts that 
has not appeared in its current form in a 
previous issue of the NLS News (see the 
NLS Annotated Bibliography at www.
nlsbibliography.org for a comprehensive 
listing of NLS-related research):

Almond, Douglas and Currie, Janet. “Hu-
man Capital Development Before Age 
Five.” In Handbook of Labor Economics 
4B. O. Ashenfelter and D. Card, eds., North 
Holland: Amsterdam, 2011. [Children of 
the NLSY79] 

Balistreri, Kelly Stamper. “Welfare and 
the Children of Immigrants: Transmis-
sion of Dependence or Investment in the 
Future?” Population Research and Policy 
Review 29,5 (October 1, 2010): 715–743. 
[NLSY97]

Barlevy, Gadi and Nagarajab, H.N. “Esti-
mating Mobility Rates in Search Models 
with Initial Condition Problems.”  Review 
of Economic Dynamics 13,4 (October 
2010): 780–799. [NLSY79]

Bobo, Janet Kay, Greek, April A., Kleping-
er, Daniel H. and Herting, Jerald R. “Al-
cohol Use Trajectories in Two Cohorts of 
U.S. Women Aged 50 to 65 at Baseline.” 
Journal of the American Geriatrics Soci-
ety 58,12 (December 2010): 2375–2380. 
[Mature Women]

Bolkan, Cory, Sano, Yoshie, De Costa, 
Jennifer, Acock, Alan C. and Day, Randal 
D. “Early Adolescents’ Perceptions of 
Mothers’ and Fathers’ Parenting Styles and 
Problem Behavior.” Marriage and Family 
Review 46,8 (2010): 563–579. [NLSY97]

Case, Anne and Paxson, Christina. “Causes 
and Consequences of Early-Life Health.” 
Demography 47,Supplement (August 
2010): S65–S85. [Children of the NLSY79, 
NLSY79 Young Adult]

Chapple, Constance L., Vaske, Jamie and 
Hope, Trina L. “Sex Differences in the 
Causes of Self-Control: An Examination of 
Mediation, Moderation, and Gendered Eti-
ologies.” Journal of Criminal Justice 38,6 
(November 2010): 1122–1131. [Children 
of the NLSY79]

 Cheng, Tyrone C. and Lo, Celia C. “Par-
ticipation: A Temporal-ordered Causal 
Analysis.” Journal of Social Policy 39,4 
(October 2010): 543–559. [NLSY79]

Coyle, Thomas, Snyder, Anissa, Pillow, 
David and Kochunov, Peter. “SAT Predicts 
GPA Better for High Ability Subjects: Im-
plications for Spearman’s Law of Dimin-

ishing Returns.” Personality and Individual 
Differences 50,4 (April 2011): 470–474. 
[NLSY97]

Fan, Maoyong. “Do Food Stamps Contrib-
ute to Obesity in Low-Income Women? 
Evidence from the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth 1979.” American Journal 
of Agricultural Economics` 92,4 (July 
2010): 1165–1180. [NLSY79]

Gibson, Diane M. “Neighborhood Food 
Environment and Adult Weight Status: Es-
timates from Longitudinal Data.” American 
Journal of Public Health 101,1 (January 
2011): 71–78. [NLSY79]

Higgins, George E., Bush, Michael D., 
Marcum, Catherine D., Ricketts, Melissa 
L. and Kirchner, Emmaleigh E. “Ensnared 
into Crime: A Preliminary Test of Moffitt’s 
Snares Hypothesis in a National Sample of 
African Americans.” Journal of Ethnicity 
in Criminal Justice 8,3 (July-September 
2010): 181–200. [NLSY97]

Hodges, Melissa J. and Budig, Michelle J. 
“Who Gets the Daddy Bonus?” Gender and 
Society 24,6 (December 2010): 717–745. 
[NLSY79]

Hofferth, Sandra L. and Goldscheider, 
Frances. “Does Change in Young Men’s 
Employment Influence Fathering?” Family 
Relations 59,4 (October 2010): 479–493 
[NLSY79 Young Adult]

Light, Audrey and Ahn, Taehyun. “Divorce 
as Risky Behavior.” Demography 47,4 
(November 2010): 895–921. [NLSY79]

Loke, Vernon and Sacco, Paul. “Changes in 
Parental Assets and Children’s Educational 
Outcomes.” Journal of Social Policy 40,2 
(April 2011): 351–368. [Children of the 
NLSY79, NLSY79]

Mandara, Jelani, Varner, Fatima and Rich-
man, Scott. “Do African American Mothers 
Really ‘Love’ Their Sons and ‘Raise’ Their 
Daughters?”  Journal of Family Psycholo-
gy 24,1 (February 2010): 41–50. [Children 
of the NLSY79]

McGee, Andrew Dunstan. “Skills, Stan-
dards, and Disabilities: How Youth with 
Learning Disabilities Fare in High School 
and Beyond.” Economics of Education Re-
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NLSY97 Round 8 Event
History and Geocode Data

Release

Event history and geocode data from round
8 of the National Longitudinal Survey of
Youth 1997 (NLSY97) are now available.
Round 1 interviews were conducted with
8,984 young adults aged 12 to 16 as of De-
cember 31, 1996; of these, 7,503 respon-
dents (83.5 percent) were interviewed in
round 8.

Event history data
In addition to all variables on the main data
file, including interview data, Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB) scores, and transcript survey
data, the event history data file contains
created variables covering four major top-
ics:
• Employment status
• Marital status
• Program participation
• Schooling experiences

Each topic is documented through a series
of arrays that show the respondent’s sta-
tus or activities during each week, month,
or year within a specific period.

Employment status. Employment status of
each respondent (working for a specific
employer, unemployed, out of the labor
force, and so forth) is included for each
week from the respondent’s 14th birthday
to the most recent interview date. Re-
searchers are able to link the job in the ar-
ray with associated characteristics using
the employer ID, YEMP_UID. This sec-
tion also provides data on total hours
worked at all civilian jobs each week and
data on additional jobs held in the same
week, where applicable. Finally, the sec-

tion includes beginning and ending dates
for each job and for gaps within jobs, al-
lowing these dates to be easily linked to
the employment arrays.

Also included are “deny” variables re-
lated to employment status. These vari-
ables flag employment status data that a
respondent denies having reported in a pre-
vious survey round. For example, some re-
spondents report working for a specific
employer in one round and later deny that
they have ever worked for that employer.
The deny variables provide the employer
identification of the job that was denied in
the previous round.

Three types of job-specific variables,
not in arrays, have been included since
round 4 to show discrepancies in start
dates of new jobs. Some respondents re-
port a job with a start date prior to the date
of the last interview that was not reported
during that particular round. The event his-
tory arrays created at the previous inter-
view date are not changed to include
information about these new jobs. Instead,
three variables are available to alert users
to changes that would have resulted if the
jobs had been correctly reported during the
previous interview. The first variable,
EMP_BK_WKS, tells how many weeks
before the previous interview date the job
started. The second and third variables,
EMP_BK_STATUS and
EMP_BK_HOURS, show how the status
and hours arrays would have been affected
had the job beginning before the date of last
interview been reported at the prior inter-
view and included in the original array.

Employment status variables are found
in the database under question names be-
ginning with “EMP_.”

Marital status. These variables cover the
respondent’s marital or cohabitation status

during each month from his or her 14th
birthday to the month of the most recent
interview. Possible status labels include the
following: Never married and not cohabit-
ing, never married and cohabiting, married,
legally separated, divorced, or widowed. A
second marital status variable combines the
status with the total number of spouses or
partners; a code of 100 indicates that the
person living in the household during that
month is a partner, while 200 denotes a
spouse. The last digit of this variable cor-
responds to the total number of partners
or spouses. For example, 102 would be
two total partners, and 202 would denote
the second spouse. Researchers also can
link the spouse or partner in the arrays
with that individual’s characteristics
through the MAR_PARTNER_LINK vari-
able and the PARTNERS_ID variable
found in the PARTNER roster. There is
also a deny variable. Marital status vari-
ables are found in the database under ques-
tion names beginning with “MAR_.”

Program participation status. For each
month since the respondent’s 14th birth-
day, these variables report the
respondent’s receipt of economic assis-
tance. Program participation arrays are con-
structed individually for three need-based
programs: Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC); Food Stamps; and the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants and Children (WIC).
The AFDC array includes all Federal and
State programs created under the Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families pro-
gram or any government assistance
program for low-income families that re-
places AFDC. All other need-based pro-
grams, such as Supplemental Security
Income, are combined into a fourth pro-
gram participation array entitled “Other.”
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