List of Underused Variables Domains from the NLSY97

A set of 24 questions that covers Contraceptive choice. Asked of 902 select
respondents (40% of males and 80% of females) in the 1983 birth cohort.

Contraceptive Choice
(YPECC)

Parental advice questions in the employment/schooling sections were under the
threshold while those in finance were above. Similar self-administered section
questions about education/training, job decision/career plans, and financial planning
were under-used while those about relationships (asked in 4 rounds) were well-used.

Domains of Influence
questions in other
sections

Relationship questions -- how often respondent/partner engaged in behavior such as
screaming or yelling, compromising to resolve a disagreement, or expressing
affection for each other

Marriage (YMAR)

Questions about willingness to pay for various forms of child care; questions about
child care centers were well used for respondents with children, but the other sets
(family day care, care in home) were not (regardless of the children in the home).

Child Care
(YCCA/YCCAL)

Questions about distance to relatives for respondents with no children generally did
not meeting the threshold (any relatives, number of relatives); questions for these

%hggi/?(rg CAL respondents on the travel time to the closest family day care and child care center

( ) did meet the threshold.

Child Care A single question in R5 about the number of hours that a sibling cares for a child did
(YCCA/YCCAL) not meet the threshold.

Other parent characteristics for biological children of the respondent
Fertility (YFER)



Questions asking about an estimated value after a respondent reported they didn't
know the total amount

Income & Assets
(YAST)

Rough event history of the ages that (1) the parent, (2) the non-responding biological
parent, or (3) the parent’s spouse/partner lived with their biological mother or
biological father.

Parent Background
(P2)

Questions about the parent respondent and the parent respondent’s
spouse/partner’'s work history

Parent Life history (P3)

2 questions about the parent’s receipt of government aid were underused; the
Parent Life history (P3) question asking about ever receiving fell above the threshold

Report from the respondent parent on whether the biological father was legally
identified, detailed questions on the custody of the youth respondent

Parent report of child
history (PC8)



Age of youth respondent when they lived through a hard time is underused (whether
they lived through hard times is used) and the ages in which the respondent spent
20+ hours in child care

Parent report of child
history (PC8)

Small set of questions asking the responding parent about whether an independent
Parent report of Child  youth respondent pays room and board or other money to the parent
Income (PC10)

When the respondent last lived with their biological/adoptive mother or
biological/adoptive father

Self-Administered
(YSAQ)

Small set of questions for regular employees that asked who set the hours at their
Employment (YEMP)  job, number of weekdays, whether they usually worked on weekends

Report of non-resident other parent actions towards a biological child

Fertility (YFER)

Legal responsibility for the biological child

Fertility (YFER)




Fatherhood questions for respondents
Fertility (YFER)

Retrospective event history style questions collecting the month and years that youth
respondent and parent lived in different places (questions about whether they lived
apart were above the threshold)

Household (YHHI)

Income & Assets Miscellaneous questions on farm ownership
(YAST)

Income & Assets Payments to parents
(YINC)

Marriage (YMAR) Number of times a respondent had cohabited with a sexual partner

Questions asking the respondent to estimate their high school graduation date

Schooling (YSCH)

Self-Administered Miscellaneous questions
(YSAQ)

Whether the training program did an assessment of skills - and then what skills -

Training (YTRN) when the respondent enrolled



R Familiar With Depo-Provera?; R Familiar With Withdrawal?; Percent Chance Pregnant In 12 Months - Method
1/Method 2; Percent Chance Contract Std In 12 Months - Method 1/Method 2; Percent Chance Interference W/
Romance & Intimacy - Method 1/Method 2; Percent Chance Partner Would Object - Method 1/Method 2; Percent
Chance Unpleasant Side Effects In 12 Months - Method 1/Method 2; Amount R Would Spend Per Month - Method
1/Method 2; Percent Chance Partner Get Pregnant In 12 Months - Method 1/Method 2; Percent Chance Contract
Std In 12 Months - Method 1/Method 2; Percent Chance Interference W/ Romance & Intimacy - Method 1/Method 2;
Percent Chance Partner Would Object - Method 1/Method 2; Amount R Would Spend Per Month - Method
1/Method 2

SAQ Questions: How Often R Asks Parent Figure For Advice; How Often Has Parent Figure 01 Given Advice On
Education/Training Decisions; How Often Parent Figure 01 Given R Advice On Job Decision/Career Plans; How
Often Parent Figure 01 Give Relationship Advice; How Often Parent Figure 01 Given Advice On Financial Planning;
YEMP Questions: Discuss Employment With Anyone In Past 12 Months; Discuss Employment With Whom Most
Often; YSCH Questions: Discuss Schooling With Anyone In Past 12 Months; Discuss Schooling With Whom Most
Often

How Often Partner 01 Willing To Compromise When Disagree?; How Often Does Partner 01 Scream/Yell When
Angry?;How Often Does Partner 01 Insult/Criticize Rs Ideas?; How Often Does Partner 01 Express Love/Affection?;
How Often Does Partner 01 Encourage R?; How Often Does Partner 01 Blame R For Problems?; How Often Is R
Willing To Compromise When Disagree? Partner 01; How Often Does R Scream/Yell When Angry? Partner 01;
How Often Does R Insult/Criticize Partners Ideas? Partner 01; How Often Does R Express Love/Affection? Partner
01; How Often Does R Encourage Partner 01?; How Often Does R Blame Partner 01 For Problems?

Amt R Would Be Willing To Pay For Child At Family Day Care, R Has No Kids; Amt R Would Be Willing To Pay For
Care At Child Care Center, R Has No Kids; Amt R Would Be Willing To Pay For Care At Child Care Center, R Has

No Kids; Amt R Would Be Willing To Pay For Someone To Come Care For Child In Home; Amt R Would Be Willing
To Pay For Child At Family Day Care; Amt Willing To Pay For Someone To Care For Child In Home, R Has No Kids

Amt R Need To Pay A Relative W/In 15 Mins To Make Willing To Care For Child; Does R Have Relative That Live
W/In 15 Minutes, R Has No Children; # Of Relatives W/In 15 Mins Of R's Home, R Has No Children; R Have
Relative W/In 15 Mins Able Care For Child Regularly, R Has No Kids; Any Relatives That Live Between 15-45
Minutes Of R's Home, R Has No Kids; # Of Relatives W/In 45 Mins Of R's Home, R Has No Children; R Have
Relative W/In 45 Mins Able Care For Child Regularly, R Has No Kids

# Of Hours Sibling Cares For Child 01

Other Parent 01 Have Any Other Children?; Number Of Other Children Other Parent 01 Has; Is R Parent Of All
Other Parent 01's Children



Estimated Amount Farm Improvement Cost; Estimated Amount Mobile Home/Lot Improvement Cost; Estimated
Amount Owe Family/Friends On Loans To Purchase Residence; Estimated Amount R Has Sold/Cashed In Bonds,
Bills, CDs Since DLI; Estimated Amount R Invested In Business Since DLI; Estimated Market Value Of Farm When
Bought?; Estimated Market Value Of Mobile Home Lot When Bought Since DLI?; Estimated Market Value Of
Mobile Home When Received Since DLI?; Estimated Market Value Of Mobile Home/Lot When Received?

What Age PR Not Live With Mother/Father/PRs Spouse/Partner? (Begin Prd 1/2); What Age PR Not Live With
Mother/Father/PRs Spouse/Partner? (End Prd 1/2)

Month/Year PR Stopped Living With Spouse; PRs Spouse Working At Time Of Marriage? Spouse; Period 3
Months+ PRs Spouse Worked? Spouse; What Month/Year PRs Spouse 1st Employed Since Marriage? Spouse 01
Job 01; PRs Spouse Ever Stop Working 6 Months+? Spouse 01 Job 01; Month/Year PRs Spouse Stopped Working
6 Months+? Spouse 01 Job 01; Hours Per Week PRs Spouse Worked When Employed Spouse 01 Job 01; PRs
Spouse Ever Go Back To Work 3+ Months? Spouse 01 Job 01; PR Ever Marry Again? Spouse 01; PR Employed
3+ Months Since 18 Birthday?; Date PR 1st Employed Since 18th Birthday Job 01; PR Ever Stop Working 6+
Months? Job 01; Month/Year PR Stopped Working 6+ Months Job 01; PR Ever Work Again After Stopped
Working? Job 01

Which Kinds Government Aid PR Receive?; PR Receive Government Aid In Last 5 Years?

Who Is Listed On Rs Birth Certificate As Parent?; Rs Bio Father Sign Application For Birth Certificate?; Rs Bio
Father Legally Identified By Blood/Genetics Test?; Rs Bio Father Legally Identified By Court Ruling?; Rs Bio Father
Legally Identified By Legal Statement?; Rs Bio Father Legally Identified By Other Signed Papers?; Year Rs
Adoption Made Final; Legal Responsibility Of R Specified By Custody Agreement?; Month/Year Custody Of R
Specified? Cust 01; PR Receive Legal Custody Of R In This Agreement? Cust 01; Type Custody PR Awarded?
Cust 01; Who Was Awarded Custody Of R? Cust 01; Judge, Parents, R Decide Custody? Cust 01; Who R Live
With According To Custody Document? Cust 01; R Alternate Living Btwn Parents On Regular Basis?; Month/Year
R Alternate Living On A Regular Basis?; R Currently Alternate Living With Parents Reg Basis?; Month/Year R
Stopped Alternate Living Regular Basis?; Rs Legal Custody Status Change?; Other Legal Document Specify Legal
Responsibility For R; Year Other Legal Document Specified Rs Custody Doc; Type Of Legal Document Specifying
Custody Of R?; Other Legal Document Awarded Custody Of R To Pr?; Any Other Legal Doc Not Yet Mentioned?



How OIld R When Lived Through Hard Times?

Total Amount Money PR Gave R Last Year; Est Amount Money PR Gave R Last Year; Did R Live With PR Last
Year? (Inc); Did R Pay PR Any Room/Board Last Year?; Total Amount Room/Board R Paid PR; R Pay PR

Room/Board Weekly, 2 Weeks, Monthly?; R Make Other Regular Payments To Pr?; Total Amount Of Rs Other
Regular Payments To Pr

R Has Had Contact With Bio Mother?; What Year Did R Last Live With Bio Mother?; What Was The Last Month R
Lived With Bio Mother?; >Year Or <Year Since Last Contact With Bio Mother?; # Years Since Last Contact With
Bio Mother?; What Year Did R Last Live With Adopt Mother?; What Was The Last Month R Lived With Adopt
Mother?; >Month Or <Month Since Last Contact With Adopt Mother; # Months Since Last Contact With Adopt
Mother?; What Year Did R Last Live With Adopt Father?; What Was The Last Month R Lived With Adopt Father?; #
Years Since Last Contact With Adopt Father?; >Month Or <Month Since Last Contact With Adopt Father?

Who Sets Rs Hours At Job? Emp 01; # Weekdays Worked Emp 01; Usually Work Weekends? Emp 01l Total
Hours Worked Weekends? Emp 01

R Go To Doctor's Appointment W/ Mother Before Bio Child 01 Birth; Did R Feel DLI Child 01 Move Before Born; Did
R Buy Things For DLI Bio Child 01 Before Born; Was R At Hospital When DLI Bio Child 01 Was Born; Who Makes
Decisions About Child/Health Care For DLI Bio Child 01; Times R Hug Or Kiss DLI Biochild 01 In Past Month; Time
R Took DLI Biochild 01 Out For Walk Or Run Errand In Past Month; Oth Support Paid In Last 12 Mos Under
Alternative Agrmnt For New Bio Child 01

How R Not Have Legal Responsibility For Bio Child 01; Bio Child 01 Father Id Established In Court Ruling?; Bio
Child 01 Father Id Established By Blood Test?; Bio Child 01 Father Id Established On Birth Certificate?; Bio Child
01 Father Id Established On Other Legal Statement?; Bio Child 01 Father Id Established On Any Other
Paperwork?; Other Parent Have Any Type Of Legal Custody? Child 01; Other Parent Have Sole/Joint Custody Of
Bio Child 01



R Go To Doctors Appointment W/ Other Parent 01 While Pregnant; R Feel Baby With Other Parent 01 Move Before
Born; R Buy Things For Baby With Other Parent 01 Before Born?; R Present At Birth Or Go To Hospital With Other
Parent 01 When Child Born?

Months R First/Next Stop Living With Parent 01;Month R First/Next Started Living With Parent 01; Was There
Another Period Of 1 Month+ R Did Not Live With Parent 01; Month R First/Next Stopped Living With Parent 01;
Was There Another Period Of 1 Month+ R Did Not Live With Parent 01; Months R Start Living With Parent 01
Again; Was There Another Period Of 1 Month+ R Did Not Live With Parent 01; Month R First/Next Started Living
With Parent 01; Month R First/Next Stop Living With Parent 01; Was There Another Period Of 1 Month+ R Did Not
Live With Parent 01; Months R/Parent Live In Different Places Since DLI? Par 01; Months R/Parent Live In Different
Places Since DLI? Par 01; R/Parent Ever Live Different Place Since DLI? (Joint Custody) Par 01; Months R/Parent
Live In Different Places Since DLI? Par 01; R/Parent Ever Live Different Place Since DLI? (Joint Custody) Par 01;
Months R/Parent Live In Different Places Since DLI? Par 01; R/Parent Ever Live Different Place Since DLI? (Joint
Custody) Par 01;

% Of Farm Property R Owns; Enter Amount Farm Improvement Cost Since Sold/Moved?; Enter Amount Market
Value Of Farm When Bought; Enter Amount Market Value Of Farm When Received; Has R Added To DLI Farm
Since DLI?; How Much Did Farm Improvements Cost Since Sold/Moved?; Month/Year R Buy Farm?; Month/Year R
Buy Rest Of Farm Since DLI?;

R Make Other Regular Payments To Parents?; R Make Other Regular Payments To Mother?; Total Amount Of
Other Regular Payments To Mother; R Make Other Regular Payments To Father?;

# Times R Ever Cohabit With A Sexual Partner?

Est Month/Year R Will Graduate High School?; Est Month/Year R Would Graduate High School? (Not Currently
Enrolled)

After Incarceration: Percent Chance Re-Incarcerated In Next Five Years

When Enrolled In Training 01, Test Reading, Writing, Math?; Which Skills Tested When Enrolled In Training 01?



Select respondents in the 1983 R11 Yes
birth cohort

All respondents R6 for YSAQ; R10- Yes
R12 for
YEMP/YSCH

Respondents with a R1 Yes
spouse/partner

Female respondents R5, R9, R12 Limited comparison

Female respondents R5, R9, R12 Limited comparison

Female respondents R5 Limited comparison

Respondent reports a new child R10-R12 except Limited comparison
the 3rd question in
R11 and R12



Follow-up to income/assets Various Limited comparison
guestions asking about total
amounts

Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1

Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1

Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1

Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1



Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1

Parent respondent Parent Limited comparison
Questionnaire - R1

Respondent didn’t live with R1 Limited comparison
biological mother

R>14 years old and holds an R1 No
employee job with a valid stop
date that occurs> age 16

Male respondents with non- R4; also R5 for No
resident children other support

Respondent doesn't have legal R1 No
responsibility for a child



Male respondents R4 No

Respondent has 1 non-resident R6 No
parent on the non-household
roster

Respondent owned a farm Various

Independent youths R1 No

Respondent > 16 and reported R1 No
a spouse/partner

Enrolled in regular school with a R1
highest grade attended >=9 and
doesn't have a GED/HS

diploma

R has a previous incarceration R12 No

>16 years old and has attended R1 No

training



For all child care questions, recommend a more holistic look at other
surveys' child care sections

For all child care questions, recommend a more holistic look at other
surveys' child care sections

For all child care questions, recommend a more holistic look at other
surveys' child care sections

Perhaps focus on what other surveys collect



These are follow-up questions. Perhaps review how other surveys do
follow-up questions on amount items

For all parent background/residence questions, we suggest a more holistic
look at the amount of detail collected on this topic in other surveys

For all parent background/residence questions, we suggest a more holistic
look at the amount of detail collected on this topic in other surveys

For all parent background/residence questions, we suggest a more holistic
look at the amount of detail collected on this topic in other surveys

For all PC8/PC10/PC12 questions, suggest looking at other surveys'
childhood data in a more holistic manner and not going question-by-
guestion



For all PC8/PC10/PC12 questions, suggest looking at other surveys'
childhood data in a more holistic manner and not going question-by-
question

For all PC8/PC10/PC12 questions, suggest looking at other surveys
childhood data in a more holistic manner and not going question-by-
question

See parent childhood residence questions (PC8)

The NLS program decided after R1 to no longer ask these questions for
regular jobs but continued to ask for Freelance jobs and these are well
used.

A third set of questions asking about new children was adopted in
subsequent rounds and falls above the threshold

The NLS program changed the way these questions were asked in
subsequent rounds



Similar questions were later asked of all respondents and fell above the
threshold

This set of questions represented a change in the way questions were
asked in the prior rounds. Those questions fell above the threshold.

These amounts are combined into XRND variables in other rounds and
cannot be properly evaluated

The NLS program decided after R1 that this is not a useful set of
questions

Single question in first round

The NLS program no longer asked this after R1

Single under-used question in a larger set of questions

The NLS program changed questions after R1



