
Survey covers 

labor market 

topics

Survey sample 

size is >= 5000

Respondents are 18 

years or younger in at 

least one wave

Most recent round 

was conducted in 

2015  or later (only 

noted if first three 

criteria were met )

National Longitudinal Study of 

Adolescent to Adult Health 

(Add Health)

Some Yes Yes 2016-2018

Early Childhood Longitudinal 

Study - Kindergarten (ECLS)

None Yes Yes 2007

Middle Grades Longitudinal 

Study (MGLS) - 2017-2018
None Yes Yes 2020

High School Longitudinal Study 

(HSLS) - 2009

Some Yes Yes 2016

Panel Study of Income 

Dynamics (PSID)
Yes Yes Yes 2021

Survey of Income and Program 

Participation (SIPP)

Yes Yes Yes (some of the 

respondents fall in this 

age group)

Ongoing

Longitundal Study of Australian 

Children (LSAC)
Some Yes Yes 2020

EU Statistics on Income and 

Living Conditions (EU-SILC)

Some Yes Yes Ongoing

The German National 

Educational Panel Study 

(NEPS)

Some, but 

much more 

focused on 

continuing 

education

Yes
Yes (some of the 

cohorts)
Ongoing

UK Household Longitudinal 

Study

Some Yes Yes (everyone in the 

HH is included, so 

sometimes the 

respondent is in this 

age group)

Ongoing

1958 National Child 

Development Study (NCDS)

Some yes Yes (wave 4)
2020

1970 British Cohort Study 

(BCS70)
some yes Yes (wave 4) 2021

Next Steps Some yes Yes (Waves 2-5)
2021

Millenium Cohort Study (MCS) Some yes Yes (wave 7) 2018

Americans' Changing Lives  

(ACL)

Some No No

Health & Retirement Study 

(HRS)
Some Yes No

High School and Beyond 

(HS&B)

Yes Yes Yes
2014

Midlife in the United States 

(MIDUS)
Yes No No

Considered Criteria

List of Other (non-BLS) Longitudinal Surveys for Comparison to the NLSY

British Birth Cohort Studies:

Survey Name



National Education 

Longitudinal Study - 1988 

(NELS88)

Yes Yes Yes

2000

Understanding America Survey 

(UAS)
Some Yes No

The National Survey of 

Children's Health (NSCH)

None Yes Yes

NLSY79 Yes Yes Yes 2020-21

NLSY97 Yes Yes Yes Ongoing

NLSY79 Child/YA Yes Yes Yes 2020-21

NLS Surveys



Decision: 

include/exclude

Exclude if the survey is 

administered at a frequency 

lower than once a year 

(Dropped - excluded too 

many surveys)

Include if there is a 

minimum of three 

completed rounds 

(Dropped at BLS request)

Most recent round 

with age 15-18 

respondents (retained 

for reference)

include 7-8 years between waves 5 rounds 1996

include (per BLS) 2-3 years 5 rounds (each)

include (per BLS) Biennial 1 round

include irregular: 2009, 2012, 2013, 

2016

3 rounds 2013

include Initially yearly, now biennial 41 rounds 2021

include 12-13 interviews over 4 

years

18 rounds ongoing

include Biennial 9 rounds 2020

include Longitudinal data on 

individual-level changes 

over time, observed 

periodically over a 4-year 

period (annual??)

12 rounds ongoing

include Annual

Up to 9 rounds (or 12 if 

you count the years of 

adults only under a 

different umbrella)

ongoing

include Annual 12 rounds ongoing

exclude (per BLS) irregular; every 2-10 years 12 rounds 1974

include irregular; every 4-10 years 11 rounds 1986

include first 7 rounds annual, then 

every 5-6 years

9 rounds 2008

include irregular; every 2-4 years
7 rounds plus fielding in 

2022
2018

exclude Irregular, up to 10 years 

btwn waves

5 rounds

exclude
rounds 1-5 yearly, biennial 

thereafter
14 rounds

exclude irregular: 1980, 1982, 1984, 

1986, 1992, 2014

8 rounds 1982

exclude
low frequency - around 10 

years
3 rounds

Considered Criteria Dropped Criteria

List of Other (non-BLS) Longitudinal Surveys for Comparison to the NLSY

British Birth Cohort Studies:



exclude irregular: 1988, 1990, 1992, 

1994, 2000

5 rounds 1992

exclude
Irregular/high frequency 

internet panel
100+ surveys

exclude Annual since 2016, but not 

longitudinal

8 rounds

biennial since 1994 29 1983

biennial since 2012 19 2003-04

biennial Yes 2020-21

NLS Surveys


