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The Economic Research Service:
• Anticipates economic and policy issues related to agriculture, food, 

the environment, and rural development, and 
• Conducts economic research that broadly and specifically informs 

public program and policy decisions.

The Mission of ERS



Research and Statistics at ERS

• ERS research is objective, peer-reviewed, anticipatory, policy 
relevant, timely, informative to decisionmakers and the 
public, and well-respected

• ERS employs social scientists and professional support (~300)

• ERS is a principal Federal statistical agency (one of 14)

• All ERS research reports, market analysis, and data are 
available online and are in the public domain.



Did you know that...

• About 4.5 percent of the U.S. GDP is related to 
agriculture?

• We export more ag products than we import, 
and every $1 billion in exports support 6,800 
American jobs?

• 98 percent of farms are family farms?
• American households spend less than 10 percent 

of their income on food?
• 14 percent of U.S. household face difficulty 

buying food for an active, healthy life?



How can we help you?

• Find a fact…

• Find data…..

• Research a topic….

• Understand the “why” as well as the “what”….

Visit our website: www.ers.usda.gov



The ERS Website

• Our website is critical to the 
dissemination of our research 
and analysis.

• Find data, analysis, market 
outlook, mapping tools, 
background, and products to help 
you tell the story.



Our Newsroom

• Find what’s new 
from us.

• Access to 
frequently used 
data

• Highlights of 
recently 
released 
products.

• Access media 
shortcuts to 
help you find 
what you need

• Subscribe to ERS 
products and 
services



Charting the Essentials • A collection of 75 
charts and maps 
covering key 
information about 
the about the farm 
and food sectors,

• Topics include 
agricultural markets 
and trade, farm 
income, food 
prices and 
consumption, food 
security, rural 
economies, and the 
interaction of 
agriculture and 
natural resources.

• Each topic includes 
both charts or 
maps and text that 
tells the story.



Charts of Note
• Charts of Note is distributed daily 

by ERS to highlight charts of 
interest from our current and 
past research.

• Subscribers may receive daily 
charts by email or a collection of 
all charts can be viewed on the 
website.

• Each chart is accompanied by a 
short summary and a link to the 
underlying publication or data 
product.



Data 

• Facts and 
figures on 
over 80 topics

• Searchable by 
keyword

• Download the 
data or use an 
online App to 
explore the 
facts and 
figures.



Online mapping tools

• Find information and explore 
issues particular to a State, 
region, or county

• Zoom in to explore regional 
differences, zoom out to get the 
national picture

• Data can be downloaded for 
further use.



Amber Waves – our online 

magazine
• Amber Waves uses lay 

language and it covers the 
full range of our research 
and analysis, including 
articles on food, 
agriculture, rural America, 
and the environment. 

• New content is published 
monthly:  features, 
findings, and statistics.

• Available as a tablet app on 
iTunes and Google Play 
with app-exclusive 
Infographics.



Market Outlook Information

• Timely information 
on 9 specific 
commodities

• Farm income 
forecasts

• Food price inflation 
forecasts

• “Baseline” 
projections



Research Reports

• In-depth analysis 
of specific issues or 
topics

• Intended for 
informed policy 
officials and lay 
audience

• Help explain the 
“why” behind our 
research findings, 
data, and market 
analysis



In conclusion….

Need a story idea or data check?

• Visit our website: www.ers.usda.gov

• Subscribe to our daily “Charts of Note” and newsletters

• Explore data with our online tools

• Follow us on Twitter

• Read Amber Waves and ERS research reports

• Contact us:

▫ ERS press office: (202) 694-5130 or ersinfo@ers.usda.gov

▫ USDA press office (202) 720-4623

▫ Steve Crutchfield (scrutch@ers.usda.gov), (202) 694-5406

http://www.ers.usda.gov/
mailto:ersinfo@ers.usda.gov
mailto:scrutch@ers.usda.gov

