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It’s Everywhere You Want 
to Be Analyze Data

 “The best thing about 
being a statistician is 
that you get to play in 
everyone's backyard." –
John Tukey
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 “I keep saying the sexy job 
in the next ten years will be 
statisticians. People think I'm 
joking, but who would've 
guessed that computer 
engineers would've been the 
sexy job of the 1990s?“ - Hal 

Varian, Google’s Chief 
Economist, The McKinsey 
Quarterly, January 2009
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http://www.mckinseyquarterly.com/Hal_Varian_on_how_the_Web_challenges_managers_2286


Love Sports? 
Got an Eagle Eye?
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Sports Statistician
•Nate Silver
•Elias Sports Bureau
•Al Munro Elias 
•Walter Elias

Silver



Geostatistician

 Landfills

 Aquifers

 Oil and Gas Reserves

 Environmental 

Satellite data to predict where the Yellowstone 
forest was most vulnerable.

Created a sampling scheme, collected samples, 
and carried bear repellant! 

Interested in the Environment? 
Natural Resource Management? 

Love to be out in Nature? 
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Care about people? Animals? Life in 
general?

Biostatistician

 Medical

Treatment testing

Healthcare Policy
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 Genetics

 Ecology
 Healthcare Policy

 Wildlife

 Agriculture

 Parasites –YUCK!



Love money (and/or our weird
relationship with it)?

 Econometrics

 Marketing

 Financial Statistics
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Like risk but not so 
hot on stress?        

 Actuarial Science

Tests

$!!

Consistently rated 
one of the best 
jobs to have
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A bit of a nerd? Me too!!

 Computational Statistics

Challenging – always a new language to 
learn

DEAD USEFUL – You get to apply your 
knowledge to solve sometimes big 
problems – solutions that were impossible 
to implement before computers.

BIG DATA
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Hard Science –
Not so Hard for You? 

 Astrostatistics – Automated Scanning of 
the Cosmos

 Chemometrics – Multivariate Statistical 
Process Control

 Statistical Physics

Statistical Mechanics/Statistical 
Thermodynamics
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Why do I Love being a 
Statistician?
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 Variety of people I work with!

 I truly believe I serve the public in a 
positive way.

 For me, I work in an INCREDIBLE 
building, but most statisticians have 
good to great work environments.

 I get to do the things I am good at!



Economic 
Research, 
Writing, 
Editing, 
Coding, 

Presenting, 
Recruiting, 
and MORE 
New Stuff 
Every Year



Contact Information

Helen McCulley
International Price Program

www.bls.gov/mxp
202-691-6907

McCulley.Helen@bls.gov


