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National Science Foundation

 Created in 1950 “to promote the 
progress of science; advance the 
national health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense…”

 Annual budget of ~$7.0 billion
 Funds ~20% of federally supported basic 

research at the nation’s colleges and 
universities



NCSES – A federal statistical agency
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 Part of National Science Foundation

 Core principles:
 Relevance to policy issues
 Credibility among data users
 Trust among data providers
 Independence  



NCSES

 Serves as NSF’s clearinghouse on data 
and information on the U.S. science 
and engineering enterprise

 Provides data & information on:
 Scientists & engineers
 Research & development
 U.S. competitiveness
 Condition of STEM education



NCSES Data (1)

 Scientists & engineers 
 Demographics: age, sex, race, ethnicity
 Education: degree level, degree field, time to 

degree, debt
 Employment/occupation: work activities, 

salary, position
 More…



NCSES Data (2)

 Research & development
 R&D expenditures ($)

• By funder: academic, private, gov’t
• By performer: academic, private, gov’t
• By character of work: basic, applied, 

development
• By state

 More…



NCSES Data (3)
 U.S competiveness
 Innovation rates 
 Patent activity, publications
 More…

 Condition and progress of STEM education
 Graduate students in S&E
 Postdoctoral appointments
 Elementary, secondary, baccalaureate
 More…



Data Availability
 Aggregate statistics
 Predefined Data Tables 
 Profiles: Academic Institution & State
 Create your own table tools

 Microdata files
 Public use files
 Restricted use files



Information Availability
 Periodic reports
 Short, topic focused briefs
 Interactive digests

 Key publications
 Science & Engineering Indicators

 Women, Minorities, and Persons with 

Disabilities in Science & Engineering



Quick
Tour of NCSES

Website
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/











Data table extract





Follow NCSES

 RSS feed

 Facebook: By the Numbers
(https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.414276407899.193898.30037047899&type=3)

 Twitter: #NCSES

 NSF Current newsletter
(http://www.nsf.gov/news/newsletter/)



NCSES RSS feed



Facebook: By the Numbers



Thank You!



Questions?

ncsesweb@nsf.gov



Contact me:

Jeri Mulrow

jmulrow@nsf.gov

703-292-4784


