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Workplace Fatalities in the Pittsburgh Area — 2013

Fatal work injuries totaled 28 in 2013 for the Pittsburgh, Pa. Metropolitan Statistical Area, the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional commissioner, noted
that while the 2013 count was preliminary, the number of work-related fatalities in the Pittsburgh area
declined by three over the year and was the lowest count since 2007 when 26 fatalities were recorded.
Since area data first became available in 2003, fatal occupational injuries in the area were the highest in
2008 with 45 worker deaths. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a preliminary total of 4,405 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2013, lower than the
revised count of 4,628 fatal work injuries in 2012, according to the results from the Census of Fatal
Occupational Injuries (CFOI) program. Final 2013 data from CFOI will be released in the late spring of
2015.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Pittsburgh area, 2004-2013
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Of the 28 fatal work injuries reported in the Pittsburgh area in 2013, 7 resulted from violence and other



injuries by persons or animals, an increase from the 3 fatal injuries reported in 2012. Transportation
incidents and falls, slips, or trips each accounted for six worker fatalities in 2013. (Note that
transportation counts presented in this release are expected to rise when updated 2013 data are released
in the late spring of 2015 because key source documentation detailing specific transportation-related
incidents has not yet been received.) Over the year, workplace fatalities resulting from transportation
incidents decreased from 9 in 2012 to 6, while fatalities from falls, slips, or trips decreased from 10 to 6.
Exposure to harmful substances or environments accounted for five workplace fatalities in 2013 and
contact with objects and equipment accounted for four, both identical to their counts recorded in 2012.
(See table 1.)

Within violence and other injuries by persons or animals, homicide was the most frequent type of
workplace fatality in the Pittsburgh area with four deaths; suicides made up the rest of the fatalities in
this category with three. Nonroadway incidents involving a motorized land vehicle was the most
frequent event within transportation incidents, accounting for four worker deaths. Falls to a lower level
accounted for five of the six fatalities in the falls, slips, or trips category. In exposure to harmful
substances or environments, three of the five fatalities were a result of exposure to other harmful
substances. Being struck by a falling object or equipment accounted for two of the four fatalities within
the contact with objects and equipment category.

In the United States, transportation incidents was the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2013,
accounting for 40 percent of fatal work injuries. The Pittsburgh area’s share of on-the-job fatalities due
to this event was lower at 21 percent. (See chart 2.) Violence and other injuries by persons or animals
was the second-most frequent event nationally, with 17 percent of work-related fatalities; Pittsburgh’s
share was higher at 25 percent. Contact with objects and equipment and falls, slips, or trips each
accounted for 16 percent of the nation’s workplace fatalities; in Pittsburgh, these events accounted for 14
percent and 21 percent of total fatalities, respectively.

Chart 2. Fatal occupationalinjuries by selected event, Pittsburgh and the United States, 2013
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Additional key characteristics in the Pittsburgh area:

* The transportation and warehousing industry had the largest number of fatalities in the Pittsburgh area
with seven in 2013, up from four in the previous year. (See table 2.) Two of these worker deaths were
a result of homicide.

* The manufacturing sector had the second-highest fatality count in the area with five.

* Transportation and material moving occupations had the highest number of workplace fatalities in the
Pittsburgh area with nine. Four of these fatalities were heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers. (See table
3.) Management occupations and building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations had the
area’s next-highest workplace fatality count with four each.

* Men accounted for 96 percent of the work-related fatalities in the Pittsburgh area. (See table 4.) Of the
27 fatal work injuries for men, violence and other injuries by persons or animals; transportation
incidents; and falls, slips, or trips each accounted for 6 in the area. Nationally, men made up 93 percent
of total workplace fatalities.

* In the Pittsburgh area, 82 percent of those who died from a workplace injury were white non-
Hispanics; nationally, this group made up 68 percent. Non-Hispanic black or African-American
workers accounted for 14 percent of the area’s fatal injuries, higher than the 9-percent share across the
United States.

» Workers 25-54 years old—the prime working age group—accounted for 57 percent of the area’s
work-related fatalities in 2013, similar to the 60-percent share nationwide. In Pittsburgh, the single age
group with the largest number of fatal injuries was 45-54 years old with almost half of the area’s total
fatalities.

+ Of'the 28 fatally-injured workers in the area, 71 percent worked for wages and salaries; the remaining
were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for wage and salary workers was transportation
incidents, while for the self-employed, it was violence and other injuries by persons or animals.

* The highest number of fatal workplace injuries in the Pittsburgh area occurred on Wednesday, with
almost one-third of all worker fatalities in the area occurring on this day of the week. Nationally,
fatalities on this day represented 17 percent of the total.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice
phone: (202) 691-5200. Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and
independent data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This assures counts are as
complete and accurate as possible.

For technical information and definitions for the CFOI program, please go to the BLS Handbook of
Methods on the BLS web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal
work injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory
coverage. Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other
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agencies should take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by
each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Pennsylvania Department of Health for their efforts in collecting
accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts of all
federal, state, local, and private sector entities that submitted source documents used to identify fatal
work injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational Safety and Health Administration; the
National Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and Health
Administration; the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation and
Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical
examiners; state departments of health, labor and industries, and workers' compensation agencies; state
and local police departments; and state farm bureaus.

Area definitions. The substate area data published in this release reflect the standards and definitions
established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, dated December 2009. A detailed list of the
geographic definitions is available at http://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm.

The Pittsburgh, Pa. Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is composed of Allegheny, Armstrong,
Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Washington and Westmoreland Counties in Pennsylvania.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Pittsburgh, Pa, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®
Event or exposure (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 31 28 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals ... 3 7 25
Intentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ..ottt et e et e e e e e sasb e e e rnnneeaeneas 3 7 25
HOMUICIAES ... e s e s s 2 4 14
Shooting by other person--iNteNtioNal ..ot 2 4 14
SUICIABS ..ttt ettt ettt e h et et e b e e e bt e bt e e b et e bt e she e et e e ae et e be e ar et eenas - 3 11
TransSPOrtation INCIAENTS ...ttt et e et e e et e et e e e eate e e e bt e e e enteeeanneeeaas 9 6 21
Roadway incident involving motorized 1and VENICIE .............ooouiiiiiiiii e 3 2 7
Roadway collision With Other VENICIE ..........ooeiiiiieee e e e - 1 4
Roadway collision--moving in opposite directions, ONCOMING ........cccuiiiuiiiiiiiieie e - 1 4
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle....... 1 1 4
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadway 1 1 4
Nonroadway incident involving motorized [and vVehicCle..............cooiiiiiiii e 1 4 14
Nonroadway NoNCOIlISION INCIAENT..........ooiiiiiiiii e 1 4 14
Ran off driving surface, NONFOAAWAY ...........c.coiuiiiiiiiiiii ettt - 1 4
Fall or jump from and struck by same vehicle in normal operation, nonroadway ............c.cccceevveeeiiieennnns - 1 4
L= 1T 1o F T (o XU UUPSPRN 10 6 21
L= 1 (o TN (oY 1o = USRS UPSPR 8 5 18
Other fall t0 IOWET TEVEI ... .. ettt e et e ettt e et e e e e e e eneeeeanneeeanneeeaanes 7 3 11
Exposure to harmful substances or environments.... 5 5 18
EXPOSUIE 10 EIECHICITY ... ettt ettt e et e et e e e et e et e e et eeannes 3 - -
Direct €XpOSUIE t0 €IECHICITY ....ueeiiieiiii ittt e e e et e e e e st e e e e e e et eeeeeennnnees 2 1 4
Direct exposure to electricity, greater than 220 VOIS ............cocuiiiiiiiiiiii e 2 1 4
Exposure to other harmful SUDSIANCES ..........coi ittt e e - 3 11
Contact with objects and eQUIPMENT ..........oo it e e 4 4 14
Struck by ObJECt OF @QUIPMIENT ......iiiiiiiie ettt 3 3 11
Struck by powered VEhiCle--NONTTANSPOIT ............iiiiiiiii i 3 1 4
Struck by falling part of powered vehicle still attached ... - 1 4
Struck by falling object or equipment--other than powered vehicle ... - 2 7
Caught in or compressed by equipmMeENt OF ODJECES........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1 1 4

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OIICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.

(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final.
(p) Data for 2013 are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released spring 2015.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Pittsburgh, Pa, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®
Industry (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 31 28 100
Private industry .. 30 26 93
Goods-producing 12 10 36
Natural reSoUrCeSs and MINING ......ooouiiiiiii et e e et e e st e e be e e et e e sbe e e e enteeeene 1 1 4
Agriculture, forestry, fishing @and hUNtiNG ..........cooiiiiii e 1 1 4
FOrestry @and [OGGING ... ..oouieiuii ittt ettt ettt - 1 4
[ Te T 110 T [PPSR UUUPRPRRN - 1 4
[ Te T [T [PPSO P PP TUPP PSRN - 1 4
LOTeT 0y (Vo] o] o PP PR PR 9 4 14
(7)) {1 o2 o o PSSRSO 9 4 14
Specialty trade contractors ....... 5 2 7
Building @quIpPMENt CONTrACTONS........viiiiiii ettt e e et eeeae 1 1 4
Electrical contractors and other wiring installation contractors ..............cccciiiiiiiiii e 1 1 4
Nonresidential electrical contractors and other wiring installation contractors..............cccocevviiiiiiiiiccennn. 1 1 4
Other specialty trade CONrACIOrS ........c..oiiiiiiie et - 1 4
Site Preparation CONTACIOIS ... ... .i ittt ettt e et e e ab e e ssb e e e aabe e e anreeeanes - 1 4
[ =T g U £ To1 (0 T Vo TR USSR PO PRIP - 5 18
=T g 1U 2= Tod (0 g Vo TSSOSO PT TR USTPP - 5 18
Nonmetallic mineral product Manufacturing..........c..ooiiiiiiiiiii e - 3 11
Cement and concrete product manufacturing.. - 2 7
Ready-mix concrete ManUaCtUuIiNg ..........coiiiiiioiii ettt - 2 7
Other nonmetallic mineral product ManUfaCtUNNG .........coiiiiiiiiie i - 1 4
All other nonmetallic mineral product ManUfaCturiNg ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Cut stone and stone product MaNUFACIUNING ..........oiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e ee e - 1 4
L= gV ToT= R o] £e) V] o [ Vo [H PRSP UPPPRPRRON 18 16 57
Trade, transportation, and ULITHIES .........ooiiiiiii e e e e e e e e eeeees 8 9 32
Transportation anNd War€NOUSING.........ccuiiiuiiiii ittt ettt ettt e nneeabeeenns 4 7 25
TruCK tranSPOIATION ... ettt - 5 18
General freight trucking..........cccccceeiiieennns - 3 11
General freight trucking, [0NG-AISTANCE ............oiiiiiiiii e - 3 11
General freight trucking, long-distance, truckload.............ccccoiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Specialized freight trUCKING ........co.iiiiiii ettt - - -
Specialized freight (except used goods) trucking, 10Cal .............ooiiiiiiiiii i - 1 4
Transit and ground passenger tranSPOrtation .............oceiiiiiiiiiiie e 3 2 7
Taxi and lIMOUSING SEIVICE ..........cciiiiiiiii i e - 2 7
Taxi Service ......ccccvevveeuvennnn. - 2 7
Professional and DUSINESS SEIVICES........c.cciiiiiiiii e 7 4 14
Administrative and Waste SEIVICES ...........couiiiiiiiii s 5 3 11
Administrative and SUPPOIT SEIVICES ......ccuuviiiiee ittt e e e st e e e e e st e e e e e s nnta e aeeeesensaeeeeens 4 3 1

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Pittsburgh, Pa, 2012-2013 - Continued

2012 @ 2013 ®
Industry (" Number Number Percent
Services to buildings and AWEIlINGS ........cocuiiiiiiii e 2 3 11
Leisure and hOSPITAIILY .........eeeiieie ettt e e et e e et b e e e et e e e e ne e e e eneeeeanes - - -
Arts, entertainment, and FECIEALION............uiii it - 1 4
Amusement, gambling, and recreation INAUSTFIES ............ciiii it - 1 4
Other amusement and recreation INAUSHIES ..........c..oiiiiiii e - 1 4
Golf courses and COUNTIY CIUDS ... ettt e e e e e eeeeaenes - 1 4
Other services, except public adminiStration ..............ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Other services, except public adminIStration .............ccooiiii i - 1 4
Repair and maintenance.............ccccceeveenee. - 1 4
Automotive repair and maintenance - 1 4
Automotive mechanical and electrical repair and maintenance.............cccooiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
General QUEOMOLIVE FEPAIN .......ccueiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e et e e e et e e e et e e e aeeeeanbeeeenseeesaseeeensreesnns - 1 4

(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2007. Total may include other industries not shown.

(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final.
(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.
(p) Data for 2013 are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released spring 2015.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Pittsburgh, Pa, 2012-2013

2012 @ 2013 ®
Occupation (" Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 31 28 100
Management occupations... 3 4 14
Operations SPECIaltieS MANAGETS. ... ...ciiiiii ittt et et e e e s bt e e anbe e s sabeeeabeeeaanes - - -
Industrial ProdUCtION MANAGETS........oiiiiiiiie ettt se e e e e nnneas - 1 4
Industrial ProdUCtION MANAGETS........cuuiiiiiiii ittt b e sbe e b ene e - 1 4
Other management OCCUPALIONS .........ccuiiiiiiiii ittt ettt - - -
(7] 0y (U lor foTa Wy 1 F=T g F= o =T PSR OUPPRTRRIN - 1 4
[O7oTa1S] (o1 o] g Wy g F=T g F= T 1T PSPPSR - 1 4
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtIONS ..........ccuuiviiieiieiiiiiee e e 2 4 14
Supervisors of building and grounds cleaning and maintenance WOrkers ...........ccoccceveecieeriieeeieeesieeene 1 1 4
First-line supervisors of building and grounds cleaning and maintenance workers... 1 1 4
First-line supervisors of landscaping, lawn service, and groundskeeping WOrkers............ccccovuvreaieeeinnes 1 1 4
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIoNS ...........uiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Forest, conservation, and 10gging WOTKETS .........c.cuiiiuiiiiiiiieie e - 1 4
LOGGING WOTKEIS ...ttt ettt et ettt e bt e et e e bt e e e et e e e eneeeee s - 1 4
(=11 [T SR P RO OUUPUPRRON - 1 4
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ..........cciuiiiiiiiieeiie e e e e srae e e saeeeeareeeenes 9 3 1
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ........coiiiiiiiiiee et e e 1 2 7
Supervisors of installation, maintenance, and repair WOrkers..............cccooiiiiiiiiiieniie e - 1 4
First-line supervisors of mechanics, installers, and repairers .... - 1 4
First-line supervisors of mechanics, installers, and repairers ............ccoeeeevuieeiiiecceiee e - 1 4
Other installation, maintenance, and repair 0OCCUPAtIONS ..........ccoviiieiiiiee e - 1 4
Line inStallers @nd rEP@ITEIS.........oiiuiiiiietie ettt ettt et n e - 1 4
Electrical power-line installers and reP@INEIS ..........coiuiii it e e e e e e ee e - 1 4
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS .........uviiiiiiiiiiiie e 7 9 32
1YL ] (o gL =Y a1 Ted ST o T=Y = o] = PSR PUPSPRN 5 7 25
Driver/sales WOrkers and trUCK AIVEIS ........c..eiiiiiie e ie ettt e et e e seee e e snee e e sneeeesneeeeeneeeennes - 5 18
Heavy and tractor-trailer truCk driVErS ............ooiiiiiiii e - 4 14
Taxi drivers and chauffeurs..... 1 2 7
Taxi drivers @and ChaUTFEUIS ..ottt e b e be e 1 2 7

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010. Total may include occupations not shown.

(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final.
(p) Data for 2013 are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released spring 2015.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Pittsburgh, Pa, 2012-2013

2012 ™ 2013 ®

Characteristic Number Number Percent
o] €= PSS 31 28 100
Employee status
Wage and Salary WOTKEIs B ... ... i 25 20 71
SeIf-EMPIOYEA ) ..ottt n s 6 8 29
Gender
1Y oY PRSPPI 26 27 96
WWOIMIEIN...c. ettt he ettt et e bt e h e e e b e s bt e st e e bt st e et e e eae e e e et e eeeas 5 1 4
Age ¥
AT (O TG Z Y=Y T PSRN 4 2 7
3510 44 YEATS ... h ettt ettt ettt 3 2 7
45 to 54 years .... 11 12 43
TSR (ol G =T < T PRSP UPPPTSRN 7 7 25
B5 NG OVET ... e e 6 5 18
Race or ethnic origin
WHhite (NON-HISPANIC) ...ttt ettt ettt et et nbe e 29 23 82
Black or African-American (NON=-HISPANIC) ........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt eeeeeeenee - 4 14

(1) Data for 2012 are revised and final.
(2) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(3) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some

owners of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(4) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(5) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.

(p) Data for 2013 are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released spring 2015.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding.
Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless

precipitated by an injury event.



