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Fatal Work Injuries in the Baltimore Area — 2014

Fatal work injuries totaled 38 in 2014 for the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md. Metropolitan Statistical Area,
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional commissioner, noted
that while the 2014 count was preliminary, the number of work-related fatalities in the Baltimore area was
little changed from the previous year. Since area data first became available in 2003, fatal occupational injuries
in the area have ranged from a low of 28 in 2011 to a high of 59 in 2006. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a preliminary total of 4,679 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2014, up from the revised count
of 4,585 fatal work injuries in 2013, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries
(CFOI) program. Final 2014 CFOI data will be released in the late spring of 2016.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Baltimore area, 2005-2014
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Of the 38 fatal work injuries reported in the Baltimore area in 2014, violence and other injuries by persons or
animals accounted for 15 worker deaths, an increase from the 9 worker deaths reported in 2013.
Transportation incidents and falls, slips, or trips each accounted for eight worker deaths in 2014, little changed
from 2013. Contacts with objects and equipment accounted for six worker fatalities in 2014, unchanged from
the 2013 count. Exposure to harmful substances or environments accounted for one workplace fatality in 2014,



compared to four in 2013. (See table 1.) (Note that roadway incident counts presented are expected to rise
when updated 2014 data are released in the late spring of 2016 because key source documentation detailing
specific transportation-related incidents has not yet been received.)

Within violence and other injuries by persons or animals, homicides was the most frequent type of workplace
fatality in the Baltimore area with 11 deaths. Roadway incidents involving motorized land vehicles was the
most frequent event within transportation incidents, accounting for 4 of the 8 worker deaths. Falls to a lower
level accounted for 7 of the 8 fatalities in the falls, slips, or trips category. Within contact with objects and
equipment, 5 of the 6 fatalities were a result of being struck by an object or equipment.

In the United States, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2014, accounting
for 40 percent of fatal work injuries; falls, slips, and trips was the second-most frequent fatal event in the
nation with 17 percent. In Baltimore, these two events tied for the second-most frequent causes of workplace
fatalities at 21 percent each. (See chart 2.) Violence and other injuries by persons or animals accounted for 16
percent of the nation’s workplace fatalities; in Baltimore, this event was the most frequent with 39 percent of
worker fatalities.

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, Baltimore area and the United States, 2014
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Additional highlights:

» Within private industry, the construction sector had the largest number of number of work-related fatalities in
the area with eight in 2014. In the previous year, this industry recorded five fatalities. (See table 2.) Falls to a
lower level accounted for half of the 2014 worker deaths within private industry construction.

* In the Baltimore area, transportation and material moving occupations had the highest number of workplace
fatalities in 2014 with eight, similar to the number in 2013. (See table 3.) Building and grounds cleaning and
maintenance occupations had the next-highest fatality count with seven; in 2013, this occupational group had
two workplace fatalities.




Men accounted for 84 percent of the work-related fatalities in the Baltimore area; men made up 92 percent
nationwide. (See table 4.) In Baltimore, violence and other injuries by persons or animals was the most
frequent fatal event for men, accounting for 31 percent. This event was also the most frequent for women,
accounting for five of the six workplace fatalities.

Fifty-five percent of those who died from a workplace injury in the Baltimore area were white non-Hispanics;
nationwide their share was 68 percent. The most frequent event in Baltimore for this group was falls, slips, or
trips. Non-Hispanic black or African-American workers accounted for 26 percent of the area’s fatal injuries,

with violence and other injuries by persons or animals accounting for almost half of these fatalities. In the
United States, this group accounted for 10 percent of total workplace fatalities.

» Workers 25-54 years old—the prime working age group—accounted for 58 percent of the area’s work-related

fatalities in 2014, matching the national share. In the Baltimore area, the single age group with the largest
number of fatal injuries was 45-54 years old with 29 percent of the area’s total.
* Of the 38 fatally-injured workers in the Baltimore area, 87 percent worked for wages and salaries; the

remainder were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for the wage and salary group was violence and

other injuries by persons or animals.

* The highest number of fatal workplace injuries in the Baltimore area occurred on Friday, with almost one-third

of all worker fatalities in the area occurring on this day of the week. Nationally, 15 percent of workplace
fatalities occurred on this day.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible.

For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS Handbook of Methods on the BLS
web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation for their efforts
in collecting accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts
of all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that provided source documents used to identify fatal work
injuries.

The Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md. Metropolitan Statistical Area is composed of Anne Arundel,
Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, Howard, and Queen Anne’s Counties and Baltimore City in Maryland.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
(202) 691-5200. Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2013-14

20132 2014P)
Event or exposure(?)
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 36 38 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or @animals..............c.ooiiiiiiiiiiie e 9 15 39
Intentional injury by person 9 13 34
[ (ol aa T Tei o L= TP PR UTPPRRPPN 6 11 29
Shooting by other person--intentional .............ccooiiiiiiii e 3 8 21
Stabbing, cutting, slashing, piercing 1 3 8
TranspPortation INCIAENTS ..........uiiiiiee e e e e e e e e s et eeeeesasbaeeaeeesnsntaneeeeesnnnsaeeeas 10 8 21
Pedestrian vehicular INCIAENT ..o st 5 2 5
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in work zone .. 2 2 5
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in work zone ...........cccccoiiiiiiinii i 2 2 5
Roadway incident involving motorized land VEhICIe ..o 5 4 11
Roadway collision with other vehicle............... 3 1 3
Roadway collision moving and standing vehicle in roadway...........cccccceeiiieiniieeinieeenieeees - 1 3
Roadway noncollision INCIAENT ............eiiiie e - 1 3
Jack-knifed or overturned, roadway .. - 1 3
L= 1= [T TAN 51 o TSSO PUPRt 6 8 21
Fall tO JOWET IEVEL......ceeeeee ettt sttt ettt e e ae e e st e e be e e enreeeanneas 5 7 18
Fall from collapsing structure or equipment .... 1 1 3
Fall from collapsing structure or equipment more than 30 feet...........cccoooeiiieiiiiiiiieiien. 1 1 3
Fall through surface or existing OPENING ........coieiiiiiiieiie e - 2 5
Fall through surface or existing opening 16 to 20 feet .... - 1 3
Fall through surface or existing opening 26 t0 30 feet ...........cceiiiiiiiiieiie i, - 1 3
Other fall t0 JOWET IEVEL.......cuiiiiiee et et e b e nbee e s 3 4 11
Other fall to lower level 6 to 10 feet... - 1 3
Other fall to lower level more than 30 feet..........ooiiiiiiiiii e - 2 5
Exposure to harmful substances or eNVIFONMENES ...........c.eeeiiiiiiiiie et 4 1 3
Exposure to other harmful substances - 1 3
Inhalation of harmful SUDSEANCE .........cccoiiiii e - 1 3
Inhalation of harmful substance single epiSOde ............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Contact with objects and equipment 6 6 16
Struck by ObJECt OF EQUIPMENT.........iiiiiiiiiie ettt e e sneetee e 3 5 13
Struck by powered vehicle NONtrANSPOrt ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiiee e - 3 8
Struck by other falling powered vehicle.... - 1 3

Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OIlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.

(2) Data for 2013 are revised and final.
(p) Data for 2014 are preliminary. Revised and final 2014 data are scheduled to be released spring 2016.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. Dashes
indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an

injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2013-14

20132 2014P)
Industry(")
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 36 38 100
PrIVate INAUSTIY ...ttt e et e et e e s et e e n b e e e sabe e e snneeeannneeanee 26 36 95
Goods-producing.. 8 9 24
CONSITUCLION ...ttt ettt et eb et e e nre et e nn bt eeeenreneeas 5 8 21
Specialty trade CONraCtorS..........coiuiiiiiiiiee e 4 8 21
Foundation, structure, and building exterior contractors ... 3 4 11
Poured concrete foundation and structure contractors .............cccccevnvenens - 1 3
Nonresidential poured concrete foundation and structure contractors.. 1 3
Structural steel and precast concrete contractors............ccccceeeeveeecieeennen. - 1 3
Nonresidential structural steel and precast concrete contractors - 1 3
ROOfING CONLrACLOrS ..ot - 1 3
Residential roofing contractors.. - 1 3
SidiNG CONIACIONS......eeiiiiiieiie ettt 1 1 3
Residential siding CONtractors ............cccocveeiiiiiiiiiiee e - 1 3
Building equipment contractors.......... 1 - -
Electrical contractors and other wiring installation contractors ................... - 1 3
Nonresidential electrical contractors and other wiring installation _ 1 3
[o70] 0] 1= 1o (o] T PR UPRRR

Other specialty trade CONtractors ............cccceiiiiiiiiiiie e - 2 5
Site preparation CONractors ............coveiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Residential site preparation contractors............ccceceeiinicieincnieces - 1 3
All other specialty trade contractors ............cccooveriiiiiiniiiccce e - 1 3
All other nonresidential specialty trade contractors...........cccccceeeeneenns - 1 3
SEIVICE-PIOVIAING. ...t eiete ettt ettt ettt ettt sat e bt et e et et e et e et e nbeenane s 18 27 71
Trade, transportation, and ULIlItIES ..........coooiieiiie e 6 1" 29
(== 1 =T [ SR STSSTRR 2 6 16

Motor vehicle and parts dealers ............cooouiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e - -
AULtOMODIlE dEAIETS..........cooieiieie e - - -
USEd Car AEAIETS ..ottt e e es - 1 3
Food and beverage StOres ............oouiiiiiiiiiiiec s - 1 3
GIOCEIY STOTES ... ettt ettt ettt ettt - 1 3
CONVENIENCE SIOMES......eieiieiiieiiiieeiieeeeee e eee e et e e seee e eeee e e s e e s eeeesnaeeeenneen - 1 3
Clothing and clothing accessories Stores..........cccov i - 2 5
ClOthiNG STOTES ...t - 2 5
Family clothing StOres.........c.coouiiiiiiiiii e - 2 5
Transportation and War€hOUSING ..........cccuiiriiriiiiie e 2 5 13
Transit and ground passenger transportation ...........cccccceoeereeieeenicnec e 1 3 8
Taxi and lIMOUSINE SEIVICE .........eiiiiiieiiiie e 1 3 8
L D= o7 RS SURR 1 3 8
Professional and bUSINESS SEIVICES ..........uiiiiiieiiiie et e e eeee e 5 8 21
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services .............. 5 6 16
Administrative and SUPPOIt SEIVICES........c.coriiiiiiriirie et 4 6 16
Services to buildings and dwellings.............ccooiiiiiiiiii e 2 6 16
IS Lo (o] g E= TR T=T V] oY RS SUR - 1 3
LandsCaping SEIVICES .........ccuiriiiiiiiieeie ettt 2 4 11
Leisure and hOSPItality.........c.cooiiiiiiiiie e e 3 4 11
Accommodation and fOOd SEIVICES ...........cocuiiiiiiiiniiii e 3 4 11
Food services and drinking PlaCes .............oouieiiiiiiiiiieiie e 3 4 11
Drinking places (alcoholic beverages)...........ccuveiiiiiiiiiiiciecic e - 1 3
Drinking places (alcoholic beverages)...........cccoooiriieiiiiiiineeiieceeneeseens - 1 3
Restaurants and other eating places..........cccccovveiiiiiiiiiie - 3 8
Restaurants and other eating places...........ccccceeoiiiiiiiiiiiinescceecee - 3 8
Limited-service restaurants ..........cccocceeeiiieeiie e - 1 3
Other services, except public administration.............cccceeoiiiiiiiie - - -
Personal and [aundry SEIVICES ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieesiees et - 1 3
PErsonal Care SEIVICES .......ccuiii it e e e e enaee e - 1 3

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2013-14 - Continued

20132 2014P)
Industry(")
Number Number Percent
Hair, nail, and skin care Services.............ccoeviiiiiiiiiiii i - 1 3
NIl SAIONS ... - 1 3
Government(®) 10 2 5
Federal government 5 1 3
ST=T v Ter=R o] 0}V o 13 T O POPRPPPN 5 1 3
Trade, transportation, and ULIlItIES ............oooiiiiiii e 1 - -
Public administration ... 4 1 3
National security and international affairs ............cccooiiiiiie 4 1 3
National security and international affairs ............cccccoooiiiiiiiniiee 4 1 3
NatioNAl SECUILY ... e 4 1 3
[ Toz= 1Ko (o)=Y a1 4= o | SR SRSRN 4 1 3
ST=T v Ter=R o] 0}V o 13 T O POPRPPPN 4 1 3
Professional and buSINESS SEIVICES ...........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1 - -
Public administration .............cocoiiiii e 3 1 3
Justice, public order, and safety activities ............ccoccoiiiiiie e 3 1 3
Justice, public order, and safety activities ...........cccccceeriiiii i, 3 1 3
Fire ProteCtion ..........eoi i 1 1 3

Footnotes:

(1) Industry data for 2013 are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2007. Industry data for 2014 are based on the North

American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Data for 2013 are revised and final.

(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

(p) Data for 2014 are preliminary. Revised and final 2014 data are scheduled to be released spring 2016.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. Dashes
indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an

injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2013-14

. 20132 2014(P)
Occupation(?)
Number Number Percent
o) £ | USRI 36 38 100
SEIVICE OCCUPALIONS .. .eeiiiiieeiiie e eeitee ettt s e et e e et e e et e e s eaa e e e e st e e e aaaeeessseesaaseeeanseeeaseeesasseeeasnneeanns 10 14 37
Protective service occupations.... 6 3 8
First-line supervisors/managers, protective Service WOrkers ...........ccccceereeeiieeieeneesiieeseenene 1 1 3
First-line supervisors of fire fighting and prevention workers ............cccccoooiiiiiiiiiniices - 1 3
First-line supervisors of fire fighting and prevention workers ... - 1 3
Other protective SErviCe WOTKEFS ............iiciiieiiei ettt et e et saee e 2 2 5
Security guards and gaming surveillance offiCers ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiniieee e 1 1 3
Security guUards .........ccocceeveerieeniienee e 1 1 3
Miscellaneous protective SErviCe WOIKETS ...........uvvieeiieciiiiiee e e e e ea e e 1 1 3
CrOSSING QUAIAS ....coutieiiieitieeiie ettt ettt e st b e sae e e bt e bt e snbeenteeaneeenseeneean 1 1 3
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations .... 2 7 18
Building cleaning and pest CONtrol WOIKETrS ............oiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Building Cleaning WOIKEIS.........oouiiiiiii ittt - 1 3
Janitors and cleaners, except maids and housekeeping cleaners. - 1 3
Grounds MAINEENANCE WOTKEFS ........cueiiiiiiiieiieiie ettt see et e st e b s esaeeebeesaeesneeenne 1 5 13
Grounds MaINtENANCE WOTKETS .......cc.eiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt e eiaeeeee e s 1 5 13
Landscaping and groundskeeping workers. 1 4 11
Personal care and SErviCe OCCUPALIONS........coccuuiiiiie ettt e et ee e e e et e e e e e s e e e e s esaneeeeeessennrees - 1 3
Personal apPEAranCe WOTKEIS. ........uuiieiiieiieeeeeeeeiteeeeeeesateeeaeseataeeeeeessssbaaeeeesssantaeeeeeeasnnsnees - 1 3
Miscellaneous personal appearance workers... 1 3
Manicurists and PEAICUISES .......c..uiiiiiiieiiee e e e e e - 1 3
Sales and office OCCUPALIONS...........oeiiiiieiiie e e e e e e et e e ear e e e s aee e esaeeessneaeenns 3 4 11
Sales and related occupations .... 2 4 1"
REtaIl SAIES WOTKEIS ...ttt e e e e et e e nee 1 3 8
Retail SAIESPEISONS ... ettt e e e e e e e e e e e et araeeeaaas - 1 3
Retail salespersons. - 1 3
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 0CCUPatioNS...........cccuvvevieiiiiiiiiee e 10 9 24
Construction and extraction 0CCUPALtIONS ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiiie e e 6 6 16
Supervisors of construction and extraction workers.... - 2 5
First-line supervisors/managers of construction trades and extraction workers .............. - 2 5
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction workers ..............c......... - 2 5
Construction trades workers 4 4 11
CONSErUCON 1ADOTEIS ...t et et an - 2 5
CoNStruCtioN 1aDOTEIS ........eiiiiiii e - 2 5
Construction equipment operators..... - 1 3
Operating engineers and other construction equipment operators..............cccccceueee. - 1 3
ROOFEIS ...ttt b ettt e h e s ae e et e e ebeesat e et e e eaeesnneenneenes - 1 3
Roofers.... - 1 3
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPAtIONS ............ccoiiiiiiiiieeeeiiiiee e 4 3 8
Vehicle and mobile equipment mechanics, installers, and repairers...........ccccccvveeeeeicineennnn. - 1 3
Automotive technicians and repairers ...........ccccceeeeeeiiieeeeeeeeinnns - 1 3
Automotive service technicians and mechanics - 1 3
Production, transportation, and material moving 0CCUPALIONS ...........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiieiice e 7 9 24
Transportation and material moving occupations 7 8 21
MOLOr VENICIE OPEIALOIS ... .ueiiie ettt e e e e e e e e e e e s entaeeeeeeesnnnees 4 8 21
Driver/sales workers and truck driVErS ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiieiii et 3 5 13
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers .. - 3 8
Taxi drivers and ChauffEUIS ............ooiiiiii e e 1 3 8
Taxi drivers and Chauffeurs ...........ccoiiiiiiiii e 1 3 8
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010. Total may include occupations not shown.

(2) Data for 2013 are revised and final.

(p) Data for 2014 are preliminary. Revised and final 2014 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2016.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. Dashes
indicate no data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an

injury event.






Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2013-14

L 20131 2014P)
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 36 38 100
Employee status
Wage and Salary WOTKETS@).............coviviiiieieeeieeieeccee ettt s et es s 29 33 87
SEIf-EMPIOYEAR) ...ttt n ettt a e e e s 7 5 13
Gender
WWOIMIEIN L. h e s s s b e e s e e b e s b e e s e e e b s e e s e e e sne e sae e as 1 6 16
Y =T o TSP SS RS T OSSPSR 35 32 84
Age(®
2010 24 YEAIS. ...ttt b e b et et h et h e bt e ab e bt et e n et eane s 3 4 11
2510 34 YRAIS. ...ttt bbbt h e h et bt h et n e ae e n 6 3 8
B8 10 44 YEAIS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b et et r e ea 9 8 21
45 80 B4 YRAIS. ...ttt bbbttt h e h et bt h et a et nae e s 7 11 29
5510 B4 YEAIS ...ttt ettt E ettt ettt e bt bt et et enereea 9 7 18
YT 1L =T oo [0 1V SOV OPRRURURPOPI: - 5 13
Race or ethnic origin(®
White (non-Hispanic).........cccccoeceeenneenn. 24 21 55
Black or African-American (NON-HISPANIC).........coiuuiiiiiiieeiie et e e e e nneas 9 10 26
[ [T o 2= 1o (o3 o] o - 1o TSP - 4 11
Asian (non-Hispanic) - 3 8

Footnotes:

(1) Data for 2013 are revised and final.

(2) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(3) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners
of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.

(4) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(5) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.

(p) Data for 2014 are preliminary. Revised and final 2014 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2016.

NOTE: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. Dashes
indicate no data reported or data do not meet publication criteria. CFOI fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury
event.



	Fatal Work Injuries in the Baltimore Area — 2014
	Additional highlights:
	Technical Note


