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County Employment and Wages in Virginia — First Quarter 2018
Average weekly wages increased in 11 counties

Ten of the 12 largest counties in Virginia registered employment increases from March 2017 to March 2018,
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. (Large counties are defined as those with employment of
75,000 or more as measured by 2017 annual average employment.) Newport News City had the fastest rate of
employment growth at 4.1 percent, followed by Loudon County and Prince William County at 2.6 and 2.5
percent, respectively. Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional commissioner, noted that Newport News City’s
employment growth rate ranked 14™ among the nation’s 349 largest counties. Alexandria City and Virginia
Beach City recorded employment declines over the year of 1.2 percent and 0.2 percent, respectively.

Nationally, employment grew 1.6 percent during this 12-month period, as 314 of the 349 large counties
nationwide gained jobs. Midland, Texas, had the largest percentage increase in employment, up 12.6 percent
over the year. Kanawha, W.Va., had the largest employment decrease with a loss of 1.4 percent.

Among the 12 largest counties in Virginia, employment was highest in Fairfax (603,900) in March 2018. No
other county in the commonwealth had employment above 200,000. Together, Virginia’s large counties
accounted for 56.2 percent of total employment within the commonwealth. Nationwide, the 349 largest
counties made up 73.1 percent of total U.S. employment.

The average weekly wage in Richmond City increased 4.4 percent from the first quarter of 2017 to the first
quarter of 2018, the fastest increase among Virginia’s 12 largest counties. Prince William County had the
second largest average weekly wage increase, up 4.0 percent. Arlington County had the highest average
weekly wage among the largest counties in the commonwealth at $1,925, followed by Fairfax County ($1,802)
and Alexandria City ($1,499). (See table 1.) Nationally, the average weekly wage increased 3.7 percent over
the year to $1,152 in the first quarter of 2018.

Employment and wage levels (but not over-the-year changes) are also available for the 121 counties in with
employment below 75,000. Seven of these 121 counties had average weekly wages above the national
average. (See table 2.)

Large county wage changes
From the first quarter of 2017 to the first quarter of 2018, 11 of the 12 large counties in Virginia recorded wage

increases. Over-the-year gains in Richmond City (4.4 percent) and Prince William County (4.0 percent) ranked
59" and 85", respectively, among the nation’s 349 large U.S. counties.



Among the 349 largest U.S. counties, 336 had over-the-year increases in average weekly wages. Peoria, 1.,
had the largest percentage wage increase, (23.8 percent). Of the 13 large U.S. counties with over-the-year
decreases in average weekly wages, Forsyth, N.C., had the largest decline at 4.8 percent.

Large county average weekly wages

Arlington County had the eighth-highest average weekly wage among the 349 large U.S. counties. Fairfax
County and Alexandria City ranked 11" and 25", respectively. Additionally, Richmond City and Loudoun
County recorded average weekly wages above the U.S. average of $1,152.

In Chesapeake City and Virginia Beach City, average weekly wages placed in the bottom fifth of the national
ranking at 304" and 318", respectively.

Average weekly wages in Virginia’s smaller counties

Seven of the 121 counties in Virginia with employment below 75,000 had average weekly wages higher than
the national average of $1,152. Among these smaller counties, Goochland ($2,464), Surry ($1,783) and King
George ($1,408) had the highest average weekly wages. Mathews County reported the lowest average weekly
wage at $516. (See table 2.)

When all 133 counties in Virginia were considered, 121 had wages below the national average of $1,152.
Eleven counties reported wages below $600, 38 had wages from $600 to $699, 33 had wages from $700 to
$799, 19 had wages from $800 to $899, and 32 had wages above $900.

Additional statistics and other information

QCEW data for states have been included in this release in table 3. For additional information about quarterly
employment and wages data, please read the Technical Note or visit the QCEW Web site at www.bls.gov/cew/.

Employment and Wages Annual Averages Online features comprehensive information by detailed industry on
establishments, employment, and wages for the nation and all states. The 2017 edition of this publication is
now available and contains selected data produced by Business Employment Dynamics (BED) on job gains
and losses, as well as selected data from the first quarter 2018 version of the national news release. Tables and
additional content from Employment and Wages Annual Averages 2017 are now available online at
www.bls.gov/cew/publications/employment-and-wages-annual-averages/2017/home.htm. The 2018 edition of
Employment and Wages Annual Online will be available in September 2019.

Technical Note

Average weekly wage data by county are compiled under the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
(QCEW) program, also known as the ES-202 program. The data are derived from summaries of employment
and total pay of workers covered by state and federal unemployment insurance (UI) legislation and provided
by State Workforce Agencies (SWAs). The 10.0 million employer reports cover 144.6 million full- and part-
time workers. The average weekly wage values are calculated by dividing quarterly total wages by the average
of the three monthly employment levels of those covered by UI programs. The result is then divided by 13, the
number of weeks in a quarter. It is to be noted, therefore, that over-the-year wage changes for geographic areas
may reflect shifts in the composition of employment by industry, occupation, and such other factors as hours
of work. Thus, wages may vary among counties, metropolitan areas, or states for reasons other than changes in


https://www.bls.gov/cew/
https://www.bls.gov/cew/publications/employment-and-wages-annual-averages/2017/home.htm

the average wage level. Data for all states, Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), counties, and the nation are
available on the BLS Web site at www.bls.gov/cew/; however, data in QCEW press releases have been revised
and may not match the data contained on the Bureau’s Web site.

QCEW data are not designed as a time series. QCEW data are simply the sums of individual establishment
records reflecting the number of establishments that exist in a county or industry at a point in time.
Establishments can move in or out of a county or industry for a number of reasons—some reflecting economic
events, others reflecting administrative changes.

The preliminary QCEW data presented in this release may differ from data released by the individual states as
well as from the data presented on the BLS Web site. These potential differences result from the states’
continuing receipt, review and editing of UI data over time. On the other hand, differences between data in this
release and the data found on the BLS Web site are the result of adjustments made to improve over-the-year
comparisons. Specifically, these adjustments account for administrative (noneconomic) changes such as a
correction to a previously reported location or industry classification. Adjusting for these administrative
changes allows users to more accurately assess changes of an economic nature (such as a firm moving from
one county to another or changing its primary economic activity) over a 12-month period. Currently, adjusted
data are available only from BLS press releases.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
202-691-5200; Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339.


https://www.bls.gov/cew/

Table 1. Covered employment and wages in the United States and the 12 largest counties in Virginia, first

quarter 2018
Employment Average weekly wage ™
Percent National National Percent National
Area March 2018 | change, ranking by Aver?dge ranking by | change. first | ranking by
(thousands) March percent weekly 9(]3))/ quarter percent
2017-18 @ | change ® wage level 2017-18 @ | change @

United States (4) 144,5629 1.6 - $1 ,1 52 - 3.7 -
VirgiNia...ee e e 3,854.4 1.5 - 1,162 14 3.0 30
Alexandria City, Va. ... 91.5 -1.2 347 1,499 25 2.4 228
Arlington, Va. .....cccoooveii e 175.9 1.2 181 1,925 8 3.9 93
Chesapeake City, Va. .....ccccecvveeiieeenienene 101.1 2.0 103 850 304 2.2 253
Chesterfield, Va. ......cccccoovvevieeeiieiieeee, 136.2 1.9 113 942 221 3.1 160
Fairfax, Va. .....cccooeeeeieiieee e, 603.9 14 158 1,802 11 3.0 172
Henrico, Va...... 189.9 1.3 170 1,113 109 1.5 305
Loudoun, Va. ... 165.4 2.6 59 1,289 54 3.1 160
Newport News City, Va. .......ccccceviiriiiennene 100.7 41 14 1,037 153 -2.4 346
Norfolk City, Va. .....ccceeeeiieeeiee e 142.7 0.7 247 1,052 142 29 180
Prince William, Va........cccccceeeeeiiiiiiee e, 128.4 25 62 936 226 4.0 85
Richmond City, Va. ......cocoovvvviniiieeeieeene 155.1 0.7 247 1,308 52 4.4 59
Virginia Beach City, Va. .......c.cccccceneinnenne. 175.6 -0.2 325 823 318 3.4 132

Footnotes:

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Percent changes were computed from quarterly employment and pay data adjusted for noneconomic county reclassifications.

(3) Ranking does not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

(4) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

Note: Data are preliminary. Covered employment and wages includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment
Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.



Table 2. Covered employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Virginia, first quarter 2018

Area Employment March 2018 Average weekly wage(1)
United States(2) .. 144,562,926 $1,152
VIEGINMIA ettt 3,854,381 1,162
ACCOMACK ...t 13,278 758
AIDEMANE ... e 55,837 1,065
AlEGNANY ... e 3,734 658
AMEIIA .o 2,476 660
AMNEIST ... 8,130 724
PN o) 01T .4 F=Y i (o ) USSR 3,260 549
AINGLON .. 175,859 1,925
AUGUSTA ...t 27,152 842
Bath .. 2,164 701
BeAfOrd ... 18,629 728
BIANG ... 1,996 854
BOtEIOUIT ... 10,506 778
BIUNSWICK ...ttt 3,655 644
BUCNANAN ...t 6,642 866
BUCKINGNAM ...t 3,286 682
(07 1341 o] o =Y USRS 17,057 981
Caroline 5,575 768
(07T ¢ o | PSSP UPRUPN 6,454 599
CharEs Gty ...veeieeeieeiee e 1,721 854
Char Ot ... 2,822 640
Chesterfield ..........ooiiiieie e 136,192 942
ClATKE ..t 3,876 847
(07 1o [ UP PP UPRUPN 718 617
[OU][o7=T o 1) PSS 15,852 800
1,330 673
3,244 755
8,580 812
3,729 626
Fairfax COUNTY ....c.eiiiiiiii e 603,899 1,802
L= T Lo (1= OSSP 22,178 926
FIOYA ..t 3,366 557
FIUVANNA.....coii e 4,238 750
FranKIin ..o 15,173 625
Fred@riCK ... 31,398 914
GHIBS et 4,466 786
GlOUCESTET ... 9,508 641
GOOCKIANG ...t 15,896 2,464
(€] =) ST ) o PSSP URUPRTPN 2,915 564
GFEEINE ...ttt b et b et b e b et nb e naneeane e 3,713 649
GrEENSVIIIE ...ttt 4,502 798
HALITAX <. 12,160 725
HANOVET ...t 51,536 817
Henrico 189,938 1,113
HENIY bbb 15,874 634
HIGhIANd ... 464 616
ISI€ Of WIGNt.....ceeiiieiee e 10,682 1,236
JAMES CItY . nteeiie et 28,996 760
King and Queen 1,111 77
KNG GEOTMGE ...ttt 11,414 1,408
KNG WIlTIAM .. 3,972 850
LANCASTET ...ttt 4,367 694
LB et 4,260 631
LOUAOUN ..t 165,368 1,289
LOUISA .ttt 10,238 1,011
LUNENDUIG ... 2,610 614

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Covered employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Virginia, first quarter 2018 -
Continued

Area Employment March 2018 Average weekly wage(1)
LY=o LYoo U 2,998 712
MAEREWS ...t 1,516 516
MECKIENDUIG ... 11,440 656
LY 1o o 111 ST 3,299 668
Montgomery .... 42,551 887
[N 1= Yo o USROS 4,080 631
NEW KEBNL ...t ettt e e e e aae e e e e ennes 4,091 694
NOMhAMPLION ... 3,965 576
[N o7 5 (a1 0 0] o= 1 =T o Lo [OOSR 2,291 752
NOTEOWAY ...ttt 5,799 643
(O =T oo =S PSPPSR UPRUPN 9,798 706
PG - 5,459 617
= 4T PSS 4,496 544
PIESYIVANIA ... 12,557 658
POWNALAN ... 7,011 721
Prince EAWArd .........coooieeeeeeceee e 9,227 681
PriNCE GEOMGE ...ttt 14,953 996
Prince William 128,369 936
PUIGSKI ...t 14,024 781
RAPPANANNOCK ..ot 1,341 706
RIchmMOoNd COUNLY ......ciiiiiiiiiie e 2,906 707
ROGNOKE COUNLY.....eiiiiiiiiiiiiiete et 38,397 797
Rockbridge ...... 6,022 608
Rockingham 33,104 850
RUSSEIL ...t e e e e are e e e e eenes 6,769 799
7o S 4,618 626
] =Y gE=Ta e [o =1 o U 14,120 738
SIMYEN <t es 11,960 661
SOUThAMPLION ..o 3,575 678
SPOLSYIVANIA ... 35,920 749
RS} €21 0] o PSS 43,629 1,020
T U 2,381 1,783
SUSSEX . utttiiee e eeeetet e et ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e et e n e e e e e et aneaeeeanarranaaaean 3,544 739
TAZEWEII.......eeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e 14,739 688
WVAITEN ...ttt e e e e et e e e e e et e e e e e e e eaanreeeeeeennnnees 12,375 756
ATV 1] 1 0o o o S 20,693 689
WESIMOTEIANG ... et 3,414 593
WIS ettt ettt e e 11,703 656
WWYENE <.t 11,407 653
YOTK ettt ettt ettt a et n et et et teeneeee e 21,279 720
P == T o [ - T SO SURR 91,523 1,499
=] (o 1P 9,140 685
BUEN@ Vista City .......eovueeiiiiiieiiee e 2,576 624
Charlottesville City........ooiueeeiiiieeiie e 40,131 1,155
Chesapeake City ........ceiriiiiieiiesie et 101,143 850
Colonial Heights City .........ooouiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 10,698 607
COVINGLON CitY ...ttt 4,181 997
DANVIlle City ...oooueiieiiiiieie e 25,730 716
Emporia City.... 3,315 591
= T3 7= )G O Y 19,533 1,091
Falls ChUrch City .....cocueiiiiiiiee e 12,293 1,296
Franklin City ....cc.eooiiii it 4,228 583
FrederickSburg City ........ccoouiiiiii e 24,648 832
Galax City..... 5,815 620
Hampton City 54,832 897
Harrisonburg City ........ooouiiiiiiicee e 31,534 704

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Covered employment and wages in the United States and all counties in Virginia, first quarter 2018 -

Continued
Area Employment March 2018 Average weekly wage(1)
HOPEWEII CItY ... 8,013 1,130
LeXiNGTON Gy ......eiiieiieeiiee e 4,597 779
LYNCHBUIG City ... .o 51,935 842
MaNASSAS CitY ..euveeeiiiieeciie e e et e 22,071 1,211
Manassas Park City .. 3,591 903
MartinSVille City ......ueiiieiieiiee e 9,099 665
NEWPOIt NEWS City .....ceiiiiiiiiiiiciie ittt 100,719 1,037
[N LTy o] [ 1 YU 142,670 1,052
NOFEON CLY .ttt 3,418 693
Petersburg City........oociiiiiiii e 13,068 756
POQUOSON CitY ...ttt 1,891 594
POrtSMOULh City ......eoieiiiiiiiiee e 44,273 995
= o {0 o X O YU 6,047 832
RIChMONA City ....eviieeeie e 155,062 1,308
ROGNOKE CltY ...ttt 65,958 879
RS- =Y o T PSS 20,062 948
STAUNTON Gty .. 11,196 708
SUFFOIK CIY et 30,986 901
Virginia BEach City ........eoiuiiiiiiiiiie s 175,564 823
Waynesboro City .......coceiiiiiiiiiie e 9,434 732
Willi@amSBbUurg Gty .......eoieiiiieiieeece s 12,922 809
WINCHhESTEr City ....veieiiiiiieeee s 25,505 901
Footnotes

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.
NOTE: Includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs. Data

are preliminary.



Table 3. Covered employment and wages by state, first quarter 2018

Employment Average weekly wage (1)
Percent . Percent National
State March 2018 change, Average Nat_lonal change, first ranking by

(thousands) March weekly wage ra'}':\?g by quarter percent

2017-18 2017-18 change
United States @)..........ccovveerrniceeerseeens 144,562.9 1.6 $1,152 - 3.7 -
AlADAMA ... 1,948.9 1.1 919 36 2.9 34
AJBSKA ...t 311.2 -0.5 1,074 20 23 44
ATIZONA ..o 2,822.5 2.8 1,025 22 3.5 19
ATKANSAS ... 1,211.4 0.9 879 44 24 40
California ........covreeeiericies e 17,152.5 2.1 1,352 6 4.4 6
Colorado......c.eeviiiieiiiicee e 2,639.5 25 1,175 11 34 22
COoNNECHICUL ....cveiiiiiiiiee e 1,651.9 0.1 1,447 4 24 40
Delaware .........ccoeeieiiiieiineceesee e 438.7 1.2 1,202 10 1.3 51
District of Columbia ..........ccoceeeeiirieciiniieecene 770.2 1.2 1,917 1 1.9 49
FIOMda ..o 8,716.8 22 988 25 4.1 9
GOMGIA .. vt 4,409.1 23 1,095 17 23 44
HaWai..c.ceece e 658.4 0.3 974 29 23 44
1dAN0 ..o 712.6 3.5 809 50 43 7
INOIS ..t 5,909.3 1.0 1,241 8 3.9 10
INAIANA......eieice e 3,018.8 1.2 954 32 3.9 10
JOW@ .. 1,525.8 0.5 921 35 24 40
KaNSaSs ....c.eeiiiiiiiciesieee e 1,370.6 0.2 912 40 2.7 38
KeNtUCKY ...t 1,873.7 0.5 901 41 25 39
LoUISIaNa ......coiviieiiiiiee e 1,914.7 0.5 932 34 3.0 30
MaINE ...t 592.1 0.9 891 43 3.6 16
Maryland........cccoeeiiiinie 2,646.9 0.9 1,209 9 3.2 26
Massachusetts ..., 3,509.9 1.1 1,510 3 5.6 2
MiIChigan ........ccooriiiiiirie e 4,289.0 1.4 1,078 19 34 22
MINNESOLa ..o 2,823.6 0.7 1,175 11 2.1 47
MiISSISSIPPI +.vveuverveeneenieeii et 1,125.9 0.1 765 51 2.1 47
MISSOURT ... 2,777.6 0.5 960 31 3.1 28
MONtaNA ..o 455.5 1.0 819 49 24 40
NEDraska .........ccoceeveeririiiiiiceseseee e 966.0 0.4 898 42 3.6 16
NEVAA ..o 1,351.6 3.0 977 28 4.8 5
New Hampshire..........ccccoocniiieniniecncieece 648.2 0.8 1,122 15 4.9 3
NEW JEISEY....cuiriiiiiiitiniieie e 3,997.6 1.3 1,373 5 3.0 30
NEW MEXICO .....evrviiiiiriniieie e 813.3 1.0 862 47 2.9 34
NEW YOTK ..t 9,318.9 1.8 1,597 2 34 22
North Caroling .........ccceevevereiieniiiecneeeene 4,370.6 1.8 1,022 23 3.0 30
North Dakota ........cceveriiiiiiiieneeeeeee 408.2 0.6 988 25 3.7 15
OhI0 e 5,328.5 0.9 1,005 24 2.9 34
OKIAhOMA ... 1,600.9 1.8 914 38 35 19
OFEQON ..ottt 1,894.3 2.0 1,026 21 43 7
Pennsylvania........ccccoevieiiniieneeee 5,787.2 1.4 1,115 16 34 22
Rhode Island ...........ccooveviniiiininieceece 469.9 1.1 1,086 18 3.2 26
South Caroling.........ccoeeeeririieeineieeeeeeeeee 2,067.4 22 877 45 1.7 50
South Dakota.........cceriiieniniiccceecceeee 417.5 1.0 842 48 2.8 37
TENNESSEE ...t 2,950.0 1.6 978 27 3.5 19
TEXAS vttt 12,179.2 2.0 1,168 13 3.9 10
Utah . 1,458.8 3.3 949 33 4.9 3
VEIMONE ...t 307.1 0.4 917 37 3.1 28
ViIrGINIa. ..o 3,854.4 1.5 1,162 14 3.0 30
Washington...........ccociviiiininieecseeeeee 3,316.1 2.8 1,306 7 7.7 1
West Virginia ........coooeviiiininiiiicceecseeeeee 684.8 0.6 868 46 3.6 16
WISCONSIN ...t 2,831.7 1.0 968 30 3.8 14
WYOMING .ot 263.7 0.3 914 38 3.9 10
Puerto RiCO.......ccceeiiiiiieiceecc e 856.7 -3.8 563 ©) 7.0 ®)
Virgin IS1ands .........cooveviiieniiieeecseeeee 33.3 -15.5 969 ©) 24.4 ®)

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Footnotes:

(1) Average weekly wages were calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Totals for the United States do not include data for Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands.

(3) Data not included in the national ranking.

Note: Data are preliminary. Covered employment and wages includes workers covered by Unemployment Insurance (Ul) and Unemployment
Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE) programs.

Chart 1. Average weekly wages by county inVirginia, first quarter 2018
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