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Fatal Work Injuries in the Baltimore Area — 2015

Fatal work injuries totaled 36 in 2015 for the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md. Metropolitan Statistical
Area, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional
commissioner, noted that the number of work-related fatalities in the Baltimore area decreased by three
from the previous year. Fatal occupational injuries in the area have ranged from a high of 59 in 2006 to a
low of 28 in 2011. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 4,836 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2015, a slight increase from the 4,821 fatal
injuries in 2014, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) program.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Baltimore area, 2006-2015
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In the Baltimore area, transportation incidents resulted in 12 fatal work injuries and violence and other
injuries by persons or animals accounted for 8 fatalities. These two major categories accounted for 56
percent of all workplace fatalities in the Baltimore area. (See table 1.) The number of worker deaths from
transportation incidents increased by three over the year and worker fatalities due to violence and other
injuries by persons or animals decreased by seven over the year.

Exposure to harmful substances or environments was the third-most frequent fatal work event with seven
fatalities, compared to six fatalities in 2014. Falls, slips, or trips resulted in six work-related deaths, down
from eight in 2014.

Nationally, transportation incidents was the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2015, accounting for
approximately 42 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most
frequent type of event, with 17 percent of work-related fatalities, followed by contact with objects and
equipment (15 percent) and violence and other injuries by persons or animals (15 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, United States and Baltimore area, 2015
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Industry

The private construction industry sector had the largest number of fatalities in the Baltimore area with 13,
up from 8 in the previous year. (See table 2.) Falls to a lower level was the most frequent fatal event in the
construction sector with five worker deaths, followed by exposure to other harmful substances with three
fatalities. Sixty-two percent of those fatally injured in this sector worked in specialty trade contracting.

The other services, except public administration sector within private industry had five workplace fatalities.
Repair and maintenance accounted for three of the five fatal injuries in this industry.

Occupation



Construction and extraction occupations and transportation and material moving occupations had the
highest number of workplace fatalities with 12 and 8, respectively. (See table 3.) The majority of the
fatalities within the construction and extraction group were construction trades workers, with 10 worker
deaths. Motor vehicle operators accounted for 5 of the 8 fatalities among transportation and material
moving workers.

Contracted Workers

A contracted worker is defined as a worker employed by one firm but working at the behest of another firm
that exercises overall responsibility for the operations at the site of the fatal injury. In 2015, the Baltimore
area had nine fatally-injured workers identified as fitting the contracted worker criteria; of those, three were
the result of falls to a lower level.

Additional highlights

* Men accounted for 94 percent of the work-related fatalities in the Baltimore area, similar to the 93-
percent national share. (See table 4.) Transportation incidents made up 35 percent of the fatalities for
men in the Baltimore area.

* White, non-Hispanic workers accounted for 53 percent of those who died from a workplace injury.
Nationwide, this group accounted for 67 percent of work-related deaths. The two most frequent
events in the Baltimore area for this group were transportation incidents and exposure to harmful
substances or environments, each with six fatalities.

» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 69 percent of the area’s work-related fatalities in 2015,
compared to 57 percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally. In the Baltimore area, the single age group
with the largest number of fatal injuries was 25-34 years old with 36 percent of the area’s total.

* Of the 36 fatally-injured workers in the Baltimore area, 83 percent worked for wages and salaries; the
remainder were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for wages and salaries workers was
transportation incidents with 10 worker deaths, while the 2 most frequent fatal events for self-
employed workers were falls, slips, or trips and exposure to harmful substances or environments, each
accounting for 3 fatalities.

Change in the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI)

Beginning with the 2015 reference year, CFOI will publish a single, annual release with no revisions.
A similar schedule will be followed in subsequent years. Preliminary releases, which normally
appeared in August or September in past years, will no longer be produced.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and
independent data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as
complete and accurate as possible. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS
Handbook of Methods on the BLS web site at https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.


https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation for their
efforts in collecting accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates
the efforts of all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that provided source documents used to
identify fatal work injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational Safety and Health Administration;
the National Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and Health
Administration; the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation and
Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical
examiners; state departments of health, labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies;
state and local police departments; and state farm bureaus.

Area definitions. The substate area data published in this release reflect the standards and definitions
established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, dated February 2013. A detailed list of the
geographic definitions is available at https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm.

The Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md. Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) consists of Anne Arundel,
Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, Howard, and Queen Anne’s Counties and Baltimore City in Maryland.

Information in this release is available to sensory-impaired individuals. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200;
Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.


https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm

Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2014-2015

2014 2015
Event or exposure(?)
Number Number Percent

Lo} €= PSSR PR PR 39 36 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals..............cooiiiiiiii e 15 8 22
Intentional INJUIY DY PEISON .......eiiieii ettt et e et e e ae e e e nae e e snaeas 13 7 19
HOMUCIAES ... et 11 6 17
Shooting by other person--intentional ..o 8 5 14
Stabbing, cutting, slashing, PIErciNg..........c.coo e 3 1 3
Injury by person--unintentional or intent unknown ... - 1 3
Injury by other person--unintentional or intent UNKNOWN ..............ccooiiiiiiiii i, 1 3
Shooting by other person--unintentional ...............ccoiiiiiii e - 1 3
Transportation INCIAENES .......co.uiii ettt e st e e st e e e bt e e s e e e e snbeeesnneeeanes 9 12 33
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT ..o 2 4 11
Pedestrian struck by vehicle on side of road.............ccoiiiiiiii e - 2 6
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle on side of road............ccocoeiiiiiiiiiiieenes - 2 6
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area.............cccooceeiiiiieiii i - 1 3
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in nonroadway area............ccccceceeeiieeennee - 1 3
Roadway incident involving motorized land VEhiCle .............coooiiiiiiiiii e 5 7 19
Roadway collision with other VEhICIe.............coiiiiii e 1 4 11
Roadway collision moving in same dir€CHoN...........cooiuiiiiiiieiieeee e - 1 3
Roadway collision moving in opposite directions, onCoOmMINg ..........ccceoceeeiiiieiiieeenieeene 2 6
Roadway collision moving perpendicularly..............ccooueiiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ..., 3 3 8
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadway ..........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiinieee e 3 3 8
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land vehicle..............ccoooiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 3
Nonroadway collision with other vehicle..............ccooiii e - 1 3
Collision between a moving and standing vehicle, nonroadway ............ccccoeeoeeeiiieeeniieenn. - 1 3
L= 11 110 TN (4o RSSO 8 6 17
Fall t0 JOWET TEVEL.......eeiii et et 7 6 17
Fall from collapsing structure or eqUIPMENT ...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1 - -
Fall from collapsing structure or equipment more than 30 feet..........c.ccooceiiiiiiiiinenn. 1 2 6
Fall through surface or existing OPENING .........cooiiiiiiiiiiie e 2 1 3
Fall through surface or existing opening more than 30 feet...........ccocoiiiiiiiiiiien. - 1 3
Other fall t0 JOWET EVEL.......c..oiiiii s 4 - -
Other fall to lower level 16 10 20 feet........ccciiiiiiiiii e - 1 3
Exposure to harmful substances or eNVIrONMENES ...........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1 7 19
Exposure to other harmful SUDSTANCES.........ocueiiiiii e 1 6 17
Nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol unintentional Overdose...........cccccceeiiiieniiee e, - 4 11
Contact with objects and eqUIPMENT ...........oi et snee e 6 3 8
Struck by 0bject OF @QUIPMENT...... ..ottt e st e ebe e e saneeeeaes 5 1 3
Struck by falling object or eqUIPMENt ..........cooiiiii e - 1 3
Struck by object falling from vehicle or machinery other than vehicle part ..................... - 1 3

Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
Note: Data for all years are revised and final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not
add to totals because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no

data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2014-2015

2014 2015
Industry("
Number Number Percent

Lo} €= PSSR PR PR 39 36 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIIY ...ttt ettt et e et e et e e st e e e e asb e e e sateeeabeeeenreeeanbeeesnneas 37 32 89
[€ToTe ot o] ol ¥ o1 oo [N SRR TRPRTR 9 14 39
CONSTIIUCTION ...ttt et sttt et s ee et 8 13 36
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIrUCHION ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiieeee e - 2 6
Highway, street, and bridge construction ...........c.ccccoiiiiiiiiiie e - 2 6
Highway, street, and bridge construction ............ccccooiiiiiiiiii e - 2 6
Specialty trade CONtraCtors.........oouiiiiiie e e 8 8 22
Foundation, structure, and building exterior contractors ............cccccceveeieiiieenns 4 3 8
Poured concrete foundation and structure contractors .............c.cccccoene. 1 1 3
Framing CONractors ..........coouiiiiiiiiie e - 2 6
Nonresidential framing contractors.............ccccceeriiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Building equipment CONractors ............ooiiiiiiiiie e - 4 11
SOIVICE PrOVIAING ...eeeitiieiitie ettt ettt et e bt e e sheee e e bt e e anbeeesneeeeseeeeeaseeeanbeeesneesenneaesnnneaanes 28 18 50
Trade, transportation, and ULIIItIES ............ooiiiiii e 12 7 19
WhOIESAIE trade .........ooiiiiiiieie e e - 2 6
Merchant wholesalers, durable goods.............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e - 1 3
Hardware, and plumbing and heating equipment and supplies merchant } 1 3

WHOIESAIEIS ...
Plumbing and heating equipment and supplies (hydronics) merchant } 1 3

WHOIESAIETS ...
Merchant wholesalers, nondurable goods..............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 3
Beer, wine, and distilled alcoholic beverage merchant wholesalers .................. - 1 3
Wine and distilled alcoholic beverage merchant wholesalers....................... - 1 3
Retail trade .......ooii e 6 1 3
Food and beverage SIOres .........c.ooi i 1 1 3
GrOCEIY STOTES ... utiieiieie ettt ettt e e sttt e e et e e sate e e e be e e e sateeeanbeeesneeeaas 1 1 3
CONVENIENCE SIOMES......coiiiiiiiiciie ittt 1 1 3
Transportation and War€hOUSING .........c.uiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee et 5 4 11
Truck tranSPOItAtioN.........ooiiiiiiii e - 4 11
Professional and bUSINESS SEIVICES ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 8 1 3
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services .............. 6 1 3
Administrative and SUPPOIt SEIVICES..........oeiiuiiiiiiieeiiie et 6 1 3
Services to buildings and dwellings..........cccoii i 6 1 3
LandSCaping SEIVICES .......coiiuiiiiiieeiiei ettt ba e 4 1 3
Leisure and hOSPItalitY.........c..eieiiieii ettt 4 5 14
Arts, entertainment, and recreation ... - 2 6
Performing arts, spectator sports, and related industries..............ccccoooieiiiieiieeene 1 3
ST 1= t= L (o] ] o] 1 < TR USRI - 1 3
ST oTTer £= 1 (o] gt oTo] SRR USSR - 1 3
RACEIIACKS ..o - 1 3
Amusement, gambling, and recreation industries ............ccccoiiiiiiiiinii e - 1 3
Other amusement and recreation industries .............ccccoiveiiiiiiiiiciccieee, - 1 3
Accommodation and fOOd SEIVICES ...........ccciiiiiiiiiiiii i 4 3 8
ACCOMMOTALION.......oiiiiiiiii e s - 1 3
RV (recreational vehicle) parks and recreational camps............ccccceeiiieeiienenne - 1 3
RV (recreational vehicle) parks and recreational camps..........ccccccceeevieennne 1 3
Recreational and vacation camps (except campgrounds) .................... - 1 3
Food services and drinking PIACES .........cueiiiiiiiiiiie e 4 2 6
Restaurants and other eating places...........coocoiiiiiiiiii e 3 2 6
Restaurants and other eating places.........cccoceviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3 2 6
Limited-service restaurants ............c.ccoceeiiiiiiiiiiii e 1 1 3
Snack and nonalcoholic beverage bars ............cccoceiiiiiiiiieeniie e, - 1 3
Other services, except public administration.............ccooceeiiiiiiii e - 5 14
Repair and MaintenanCe ..........oocueiiiiiiiiie et et - 3 8
Automotive repair and maintenNanCe............cccooiiiiiii i - 3 8

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2014-2015 - Continued

2014 2015
Industry("
Number Number Percent
Other automotive repair and maintenance............cccoeveieeiiii e - 1 3
Car Washes ..o - 1 3
GOVEIMMENE () ...ttt ettt b ettt es s s 2 4 11
State GOVEIMMENT .....oiiiiiii ittt et e b e e eb e sane s - 1 3
GOOAS-PrOAUGCING ...ttt sttt ettt ettt sttt e st ettt e s e et e e e e nareeneeeee - 1 3
CONSTIUCTION ...ttt et s - 1 3
Heavy and civil engineering CONStruCtion ............ccccoviiiiiiiiiiic i - 1 3
Highway, street, and bridge construction .............cccccooiiiiiiiiniiiicceeee - 1 3
Highway, street, and bridge construction ............cccccooveiciininiiiicie, - 1 3
LOCAl GOVEIMMENT ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e an e b e ntee e 1 3 8
SEIVICE-PrOVIAING. ...ttt ettt ettt e nae e er et e 1 3 8
Public adminiStration .............cociiiiiii e 1 3 8
Justice, public order, and safety activities ...........ccooeiiiiiiii 1 3 8
Justice, public order, and safety activities ............ccccoeiiiiiiiiii 1 3 8
PoIlice ProteCioN .......cc.eiiiiiiee e - 1 3
Fire proteCion .........cooiiiii e 1 2 6
Footnotes:

(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.
(2) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Data for all years are revised and final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not
add to totals because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no

data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2014-2015

2014 2015
Occupation(®)
Number Number Percent
Lo} €= PSSR PR PR 39 36 100
Management, business, science, and arts 0CCUPAtIONS.............eeiiiiiiiiiieiiiie e - 2 6
Professional and related 0CCUPALIONS ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 2 6
Healthcare practitioners and technical occupations.............ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 6
Health technologists and technicians..............ccoooiiii e - 2 6
Emergency medical technicians and paramedics .........c.cocceeviieeiiiiiiniieecieeene - 2 6
Emergency medical technicians and paramediCs ...........ccccoeveiiiiieeiiiennne - 2 6
SEIVICE OCCUPALIONS ...ttt ettt et e e et e e e b e e e s nee e e asaeeesateeeanbeeesneeeenbeeesnnneaane 14 7 19
Protective Service 0CCUPALIONS........ouuii it e 3 2 6
Law enforcement WOTKEIS ..........ocuiiiiiiiei e - 1 3
POIICE OffICEIS ... - 1 3
Police and sheriff's patrol offiCers ... - 1 3
Other protective SErviCe WOTKEFS...........uii it 2 1 3
Security guards and gaming surveillance offiCers ..........ccooiiiiiiii i 1 1 3
SECUNLY QUAIS ...ttt ettt e e e e e e enaeas 1 1 3
Food preparation and serving related occupations ............ccooceii i - 1 3
Food and beverage Serving WOTKEIS .........coocuiiiiiiiiiiie et - 1 3
Fast food and counter WOrkers.............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiice e 1 3
Counter attendants, cafeteria, food concession, and coffee shop ..................... - 1 3
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations .............cceceeeiiieiiiieeesee e, 7 2 6
Grounds MaiNtENANCE WOTKETS ..........oociiiiiiiiiiiieii ettt 5 2 6
Grounds MaiNteNANCe WOTKETS ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 5 2 6
Landscaping and groundskeeping WOTKErS...........ccciiiuiiiiiieeeiiee e 4 2 6
Personal care and Service 0CCUPALIONS. ..........iiiiiiiiiiiii i 1 - -
Entertainment attendants and related WOrkers...............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii s - 1 3
Miscellaneous entertainment attendants and related workers................cccccooenieee. - 1 3
Amusement and recreation attendants ... - 1 3
Sales and OffiCe OCCUPALIONS...........ii ittt et e et e e et e e e eaee e e nbe e e snneeeenes 4 1 3
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS ........cooiiii it e e e 4 1 3
SUPEIVISOrS, SAIES WOTKETS ......eeiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e et e e sase e e steeeaneeeennreeans - 1 3
First-line supervisors/managers, sales WOrKers ...........ccccceeeiiieiiiieeiniee e 1 3
First-line supervisors of retail sales WOrkers .............cccoiiiiiiiiiinin e - 1 3
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 0CCUPatioNns.............ccoovueeeiiiieiiiie e 9 15 42
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CcUpations.............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 3
Fishing and hunting WOTKETS .........couiiiiiii e - 1 3
HUNEErS @nd frapPerS. ... ..eii ittt st e e e - 1 3
HUNLErs @nd trapPerS. ... .uii ittt - 1 3
Construction and extraction 0CCUPALIONS ...........coiiuiiiiiiii e 6 12 33
Construction trades WOTKETS............ooiiiiiiiiiiie e 4 10 28
(02 14015101 =Y = TSRS - 3 8
(0= T4 o121 41 (=1 £ TSP 3 8
Production, transportation, and material moving 0CCUpations ...........ccccueeiiiiiniieniiii e 10 11 31
Production OCCUPALIONS .........eiiiiiieiei ettt e et e e nbe e e saneas - 3 8
Transportation and material moving 0CCUPAtIONS..........c.eiiiiiiiiiiiie e 9 8 22
MOtOr VENICIE OPEIAtOrS......coueiiiiii ettt et e et e e e saaeeeenee 8 5 14
Driver/sales workers and truck drivers ............cccoooiiiiiiiiiiieie e 5 4 11
Driver/Sales WOTKEIS ..........oiiiiiiiiie ittt - 1 3
Material MOVING WOTKETS .........oiiiiiieiie ettt e e e saeee e - 3 8
Industrial truck and tractor OPerators...........oouei i - 2 6
Industrial truck and tractor Operators.............cceeieiiiiiiieniiee e - 2 6
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

NOTE: Data for all years are revised and final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not
add to totals because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no

data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, Md., 2014-2015

. 2014 2015
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent
Lo £ | SRR STUUPUUSURPRRR 39 36 100
Employee status
Wage and Salary WOTKEIS(...........coiiiiceeee ettt ee ettt et n st eneaene s 33 30 83
SEIf-EMPIOYEAR) ...ttt ettt nae e 6 6 17
Gender

LAY o] 1 4= o PP P PP UPPRPPPRTN 6 2 6
Y 1= o PSPPSR 33 34 94
20 to 24 years 5 4 11
25 to 34 years 3 13 36
35 to 44 years 8 5 14
45 to 54 years 11 7 19
55 to 64 years 7 4 11
65 years and over 5 3 8
ATy G (T 1 o = o ) USSR 21 19 53
Black or African-American (NON-HISPANIC)...........cuiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 11 7 19
HISPANIC OF LATINO ...ttt sttt na et enae e sane s 4 6 17
ASIAN (NON-HISPANIC) ...ttt ettt ettt et ettt e s et e bt et e eeneenneenbeeaas 3 4 11
Footnotes:

(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some

owners of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.

(3) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.
NOTE: Data for all years are revised and final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not
add to totals because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no

data reported or data that do not meet publication criteria.
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