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Fatal Occupational Injuries in West Virginia — 2017

Fatal work injuries totaled 51 in 2017 for West Virginia, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional commissioner, noted that the number of work-related fatalities in West
Virginia increased from 47 in the previous year. Fatal occupational injuries in the state have ranged from a
high of 95 in 2010 to a low of 35 in 2015. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 5,147 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2017, down slightly from the 5,190 fatal
injuries reported in 2016, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI)
program.
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Type of incident

In West Virginia, transportation incidents resulted in 19 fatal work injuries and falls, slips, or trips accounted
for 11 fatalities. These two major categories accounted for 59 percent of all workplace fatalities in the state.
(See table 1.) The number of worker deaths from transportation incidents rose from 14 in 2016, and worker
fatalities due to falls, slips, or trips increased from 8.



Contact with objects and equipment was the third-most frequent fatal work event in the state with nine
fatalities, closely followed by exposure to harmful substances or environments with eight. Fatalities due to
contact with objects and equipment increased over the year from 7, while fatalities due to exposure to harmful
substances or environments decreased from 11.

Nationally, transportation incidents remained the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2017, accounting for
40 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most common fatal event

(17 percent), followed by violence and other injuries by persons or animals (16 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, United States and West Virginia, 2017
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Industry

The private mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction industry and the private transportation and
warehousing industry had the largest numbers of fatalities in West Virginia with 12 each. (See table 2.)
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction industry fatalities were up from five in the previous year, while
those in the transportation and warehousing industry remained unchanged from 2016. Coal mining accounted
for 8 of the 12 fatal incidents in the mining sector, while specialized freight trucking accounted for the 7 of the
12 fatalities in the transportation sector.

The most frequent event in both the private mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction industry and the
private transportation and warehousing industry was transportation incidents causing four and nine of the
fatalities in these industries, respectively.



Occupation

Transportation and material moving occupations and construction and extraction occupations had the highest
number of workplace fatalities with 17 and 14, respectively. (See table 3.) The majority of the fatalities within
the transportation and material moving group were heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers (12). In the
construction and extraction group, construction trades workers accounted for six of the fatal injuries, followed
by supervisors of construction trades and extraction workers with five fatalities.

Contracted Workers

A contractor is defined as a worker employed by one firm but working at the behest of another firm that
exercises overall responsibility for the operations at the site of the fatal injury. In 2017, West Virginia had eight
fatally-injured workers identified as fitting the contractor criteria; of those, half were the result of a fall, slip,
or trip.

Additional highlights:

* Men accounted for 96 percent of the work-related fatalities in West Virginia, comparable to the 93-
percent national share. (See table 4.) The most frequent fatal event for men was transportation incidents
(18), followed by falls, slips or trips (11).

» White, non-Hispanic workers accounted for 90 percent of those who died from a workplace injury.
Nationwide, this group accounted for 67 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 71 percent of the state’s work-related fatalities in 2017, higher
than the 55 percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.

 Of the 51 fatally-injured workers in West Virginia, 84 percent worked for wages and salaries; the
remainder were self-employed. Transportation incidents accounted for 40 percent of the fatalities to
wage and salary workers.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible. Nationwide, for the 2017 data, over 23,400 unique source documents were reviewed as
part of the data collection process. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS
Handbook of Methods on the BLS website at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/home.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, even those that may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality
census counts and those released by other agencies should take into account the different coverage
requirements and definitions being used by each agency. More on the scope of CFOI can be found at
www.bls.gov/iif/cfoiscope.htm and www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/concepts.htm.

Acknowledgments. BLS appreciates the efforts of all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that
provided source documents used to identify fatal work injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration; the National Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine
Safety and Health Administration; the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees'
Compensation and Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad
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Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners,
and medical examiners; state departments of health, labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation
agencies; state and local police departments; and state farm bureaus.

Information in this release is available to sensory-impaired individuals. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200; Federal
Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.



Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, West Virginia, 201617

2016 2017
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 47 51 100
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS .......o..eiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt seees 14 19 37
ATTCTaft INCIAENTS ...ttt eb et e e nae e seeeeans 1 2 4
Aircraft crash during takeoff or [anding............c.oiiiiiiii e 1 2 4
Aircraft crash during takeoff or landing--into structure, object, or ground ..............ccccoiiniiiins 1 2 4
Rail VENICIE INCIABNES ...ttt 1 1 2
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT ............ooiiiiii e 1 3 6
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area.............coccoooiiiiiiiiiiii -- 2 4
Pedestrian struck by vehicle backing up in nonroadway area .............cccocceeveiriiiiienieneeeeee -- 1 2
Roadway incidents involving motorized land VEhICle .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 9 12 24
Roadway collision with other VENICIE...........ccooiiiiiii e 3 5 10
Roadway collision moving in opposite directions, 0NCOMING .........cccovoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieesieee e 1 1 2
Roadway collision moving perpendiCularty...........c.cccouiiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 2
Roadway collision moving and standing vehicle in roadway............ccoociiiieiiiiiinieenie e - 3 6
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ...............ccoooiiiiii 4 7 14
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadWay ............cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3 6 12
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land vehicle............ccocoiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 2
Nonroadway NonColliSioN INCIAENT ..ot - 1 2
Jack-knifed or overturned, NONTOAAWAY ...........cociiiiiiiiiriieiie ettt -- 1 2
FIrE OF @XPIOSION ...ttt b et e b e s bt e bt e bt e ebe e enn e e naeenene e 3 4 8
L= TSP PP TRPP -- 1 2
Other structural fire Without COIIAPSE .......c...iiiiiiiii s -- 1 2
EXPIOSION ... b bbb b h e h e h e a et h ettt nh e nns 1 3 6
Explosion of nonpressurized vapors, gases, or liqUIdSs .............ccciiiiiiieniiici e -- 2 4
Explosion of pressure vessel, piping, OF fir€.........couiiiiiiiiiii e 1 1 2
Fall, SHIP, BMID ettt bbbt bbbt b nene e 8 11 22
Fall ON SAME IBVEI ...ttt sae ettt enns -- 4 8
Fall onto or against object on same level, N.e.C. ......c.c.iiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Fall 10 TOWET IEVEL.......eeiiei ettt sb et nbe e enns 8 6 12
Fall through surface or existing OPENING .........ccuiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Fall through surface or existing opening 16 t0 20 feet ..........cocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e -- 1 2
Other fall t0 JOWET TEVEL......couiiiiii et 5 4 8
JUMP 0 JOWET [EVEN......eiiei ettt b et s - 1 2
Other JUMP t0 JOWET IEVEL.......coiuiiiiiiii ettt - 1 2
Other jump to lower level 1110 15 feet.....coiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIroNMENtS ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 11 8 16
Exposure to other harmful SUDSTANCES.........c.ooiiiiiiiiiii e 10 8 16
Nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol unintentional OVerdose.............cccceeriiriiiiicniinceee e 9 5 10
Inhalation of harmful SUDSTANCE .........cccuiiiiiii s -- 3 6
Inhalation of harmful substance single epiSOde ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 3 6
Contact with objects and eqUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 7 9 18
Struck by 0bject Or @QUIPMENT........ooiiiiiiiiiee et 5 8 16
Struck by powered vehicle NONraNSPOIT ..........couiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Caught between rolling powered vehicle and other object.............ccccoiiiiiiiiiii, -- 1 2
Struck by falling object or @qUIPMENT ..........ooiiiii s 3 6 12
Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, West Virginia, 2016-17

2016 2017
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 47 51 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIY ...ttt et b e b e ab e sb e s bt b e e saeesine e 44 47 92
[€eToTe 53 oT (oo [F T3 T ISP POPRTSRPRO 15 23 45
Natural resources and MINING .......coiiiiiiiii ettt ettt st neees 8 16 31
Agriculture, forestry, fishing @and hunNting ........c.ccooiiiiiiiii e 3 4 8
FOrestry @and l0GGING. ... ...ueouiiiiei ittt ettt - 4 8
(o [o] 1 T TR USSR PP PURTRPPR - 3 6
(o [ 1 o FO OSSP RPSSPOPRN - 3 6
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction () .. 5 12 24
Mining (EXCePt Oil @NA GAS) ...eeveiiiiiiiieiie et e 4 8 16
(00T 1o o113 o o TSRO UR RSP 4 8 16
Coal MINING ..eovieiieiie e 4 8 16
Bituminous coal and lignite surface mMining ..........cccooieiiiiiienee e - 2 4
Bituminous coal underground MINING ..........coocueieiiiieiiiie e 4 6 12
Support activities for mining ...........c..cceceenee. - 4 8
Support activities for mining - 4 8
Support activities for MINING ........oouiiiii e - 4 8
Support activities for oil and gas operations.... - 4 8
(0701 g TS] ({1 o] o ISR 6 6 12
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIIUCHION ..........cuuiiiiiii e 2 3 6
Utility system construction 2 3 6
=T a0 £ To1 (0 g T TSRS PR TSR -- 1 2
Paper ManUFaCTUIING ........oouiiiee ettt sb e b e b e snae e - 1 2
Pulp, paper, and paperboard mills.... - 1 2
L= o L= 0 11 USRS - 1 2
Paper (except NEWSPIN) MIIlS ..........iiiiiiiii e - 1 2
Service providing.........ccevveeiieereenieeeeseeen 29 24 47
Trade, transportation, and utilities 17 15 29
RELAIN Trade ... e e 3 -- --
Nonstore retailers...........c.cccceeee. - 1 2
Direct selling establiShMENtS.........coouiiiiiii e - 1 2
FUBI AEAIBTS.......eeeeee ettt ettt e nne e nanee - 1 2
Transportation and warehousing... 12 12 24
YN (=T 1= o] =1 (o T o OSSPSR - 2 4
Scheduled air transportation .............ccvieiiiii i - 2 4
Scheduled air transportation .................. - 2 4
Scheduled freight air transportation ... -- 2 4
TrUCK tranSPOITAION. .....ceei ittt e e e et e e e e e e e e e ssntaeeeeeesenntaeeeeeeannnnnees 8 9 18
Specialized freight trucking ...........cccooieniiniiineie e, 3 7 14
Specialized freight (except used goods) trucking, local .............cccceeiiiiiiinieiieiieeeece 2 4 8
Specialized freight (except used goods) trucking, long-distance ............ccccceveriieineennnne -- 3 6
Professional and buSINESS SEIVICES ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5 3 6
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services ............c.cccccoe.... 3 - -
Waste management and remediation SErviCEeS ............cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e - 1 2
Waste treatment and disposal....................... - 1 2
Waste treatment and disposal - 1 2
Hazardous waste treatment and diSposal ............covvviiiiiiiie i - 1 2
GOVEIMIMENT (3) ..ottt ettt e et se et et e e e et et eae et et e e et eae et eteaeesesesseeesesateneseeeennasnsnnea 3 4 8
] = 1N e [0V =Y 4T 4= o | PSPPSR 1 2 4
(€ ToTe o] oo [N 1]y Vo TSRS 1 2 4
(7013153 (Vo1 o] o USRS P R RSRRRPR 1 2 4
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIIUCHION ..........cuiiiiiiii it 1 2 4
Highway, street, and bridge construCtion ..o 1 2 4
Highway, street, and bridge conStruCtioN .............cooiiiiiiiiii e 1 2 4
LOCAI GOVEIMIMENT ...ttt ettt ettt e st bt e e aa e e e sate e e e be e e e abe e e asbeeesanneeeanneeennee - -- --
SEIVICE PIOVIAING .. veeeeeeiite ittt ettt sttt ettt e h e et e e bt e eae e ea b e et e e saeeembeebeeabbeeabeabeeaseeanbeeseeannan -- - -

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, West Virginia, 2016-17 - Continued

2016 2017
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
PUbIic @adminiStration ............c.oiiiiiii et e e e et e e e e e e enaeeennneeenne - 1 2
Justice, public order, and safety actiVities ...........cccoriiiiiiiiii -- 1 2
Justice, public order, and safety acCtiVities ..........ccc.oriiriiiiiiii -- 1 2
POlICE PrOtECHION ...t - 1 2

Footnotes:
(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Includes fatal injuries at all establishments categorized as Mining (Sector 21) in the North American Industry Classification System, 2012, including
establishments not governed by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) rules and reporting, such as those in Oil and Gas Extraction.

(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals

because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, West Virginia, 2016-17

2016 2017
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 47 51 100
Management, business, science, and arts OCCUPALIONS..........c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 5 10
Professional and related 0CCUPALIONS ..........c.coiiiiiiiiiiiie e e -- 5 10
Computer, engineering, and SCIENCE OCCUPALIONS ........coiuiiiiiiiieiie ettt -- 1 2
Architecture and engineering OCCUPALIONS ..........cc.uiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
ENGINEETS ..ttt h ettt a ettt ettt ettt - 1 2
CVIl ©NGINEETS ...ttt h bt bt h e ea e e ab e sa et sttt naeenaneenns - 1 2
CVIl @NGINEETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e e nare et - 1 2
Healthcare practitioners and technical 0CCUPAtIONS...........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e -- 3 6
Other healthcare practitioners and technical 0CcCUPAtioNS ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiin e -- 2 4
Occupational health and safety specialists and technicians ...........c.cccoccoiiiiiii, -- 2 4
Occupational health and safety sSpecialists ............cccvieiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Occupational health and safety techniCians .............coceiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
SEIVICE OCCUPALIONS ...ttt ettt b et b e s bt e e et e bt sae e et e esbeesan e et e e naeenaeeeteens 8 4 8
Protective SEerviCe 0CCUPATIONS...........oiiiiiiiiiii et -- 1 2
First-line supervisors/managers, protective Service WOrKErs ...........cccocveriiriiiiiieniineeiee e -- 1 2
First-line supervisors/managers, law enforcement WOrKers ............cccoocuirvieiiiniinieesie e -- 1 2
First-line supervisors/managers of police and detectives ...........cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiicnccceeee -- 1 2
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 0CCUPAtiONS............cccveriiiiiinienieeeeee e 16 21 41
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUP@tioNS..........c.cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiee s - 3 6
Forest, conservation, and 10gging WOTKETS...........ciiiiiiiiiiiii it - 3 6
LOGGING WOTKETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b e et b e e ee e e e e nbeeaane s - 3 6
[ 1Y £ TSP P P PR UPPPRNE - 3 6
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS .........cc.eiiiiiiiiiii et 11 14 27
Supervisors of construction and extraction WOTKETS............ccciiiiiiiiiiiii e 4 5 10
First-line supervisors/managers of construction trades and extraction workers ..............c.ccccc..... 4 5 10
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction Workers .............cccccovcerieiieennenns 4 5 10
CONSIrUCHON tradES WOTKETS.......ouiiiiiiiii ittt ettt et neees 5 6 12
Construction @qUIPMENT OPEIALOTS .......ccueiiiiiiiieitie ettt - 3 6
Operating engineers and other construction equipment operators..............ccccceveeiieenecieennens -- 3 6
EXTrACHON WOTKEIS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e nbe e e 1 2 4
MiNiNG MAChiNE OPEIALOTS ........ciiiiiiiii ittt sr e - 2 4
Continuous MiNiNg Maching OPEratOrS..........ceuiiiiiiiiieiie et -- 1 2
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALtIONS ...........cocuiriiiiiiiiiieieee e 3 4 8
Vehicle and mobile equipment mechanics, installers, and repairers............ccccceciiieeiieniieneneenne 3 3 6
Production, transportation, and material moving 0CCUPAtIONS ...........cocuiriiiiiiiiiiieieeie e 18 19 37
Production OCCUPALIONS ........ooiiiiiiii ettt - 2 4
Metal workers and plastic WOTKETS .........coouiiiiiiiiiie et - 1 2
Welding, soldering, and brazing WOTKEFS ...........ccuiiuiiiiiiiiiiee e - 1 2
Welders, cutters, solderers, and Drazers.............cooouuveeeeieecieeiee e - 1 2
Plant and SYStEM OPEIatOrs........cc.uiiuiiiiieie ettt -- 1 2
Miscellaneous plant and SYStem OPErators .............cooiiiiiiiii it -- 1 2
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS.........c.iiiuiiiiiiiiiie e 17 17 33
AT tranSPOrtation WOTKETS ........ouiiiiiiii ittt ettt sb e e et saeesane e 1 2 4
Aircraft pilots and flight €NGINEETS .........ccuiiiiiiii e 1 2 4
Airline pilots, copilots, and flight @NgINEErs .............oiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 4
MOTOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt 11 12 24
Driver/sales workers and trUCK AFHVETS ............oocuiiiiiiiiiiii e 10 12 24
Heavy and tractor-trailer truCk driVErS ............cociiiiiiiiiie e 9 12 24
Material MOVING WOTKEFS .......couiiiiiiiiiiti ettt ettt ettt nenes - 3 6
Industrial truck and tractor OPErators. ............eiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Industrial truck and tractor OPErators............ccioiiiiiiiiee e -- 1 2
ShULHIE CAr OPEIALOTS ...ttt ettt et eans 1 1 2
Mine ShUttle Car OPEIatorS..........oi it 1 1 2
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or
data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by selected demographic characteristics, West Virginia, 2016-17

o 2016 2017
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o] ¢ SR 47 51 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 41 43 84

ET=Y Y o] Y=Y IO 6 8 16
Gender

L =T o P USSR RSP PR PURPRPTPRON 43 49 96
Age O

RS T (o T RS Y=Y 1 SRSV PTTOTPPUPPRPOE - 2 4

20 £0 24 YEAIS......eeeeieeee ettt bt e e e bt e e hE et e R bt e e b ae e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e enreeeanaeeenaneeas - 1 2

250 34 YRAIS ...ttt bt e h et a bt e e a bt e e b ae e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e naeeeaaneeas 5 9 18

35 0 44 YEAIS......eeeeieeee et ettt b e e e b et e e bt e e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e snbe e e anaeeenateeas 18 12 24

L (o R A=Y | USSP OUPPRPPPRN 14 15 29

D5 0 B4 YEAIS..... ittt ettt h et b e e e h et e bt e e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e aaeeenaneeas 7 8 16

(SR E= TSI Lol e 1Y = PRSPPI - 4 8
Race or ethnic origin (4)

WHhite (NON-HISPANIC)......eeieiiiiiiiie ettt e ettt e et e e et e e e aae e e e meeeeanbeeesaseeeaanneaeanseeaannes 44 46 90

Black or African-American (non-Hispanic) - 3 6

Footnotes:
(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.
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