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Fatal Work Injuries in North Dakota — 2015

Fatal work injuries totaled 47 in 2015 for North Dakota, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Assistant Commissioner for Regional Operations Charlene Peiffer noted that the number of work-related
fatalities in North Dakota increased from 38 the previous year. Fatal occupational injuries in the state have
ranged from a high of 65 in 2012 to a low of 20 in 1992. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 4,836 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2015, a slight increase from the 4,821 fatal
injuries in 2014, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) program.
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Type of incident

In North Dakota, transportation incidents resulted in 28 fatal work injuries. This category accounted for 60
percent of all workplace fatalities in the state. (See table 1.) The number of worker deaths from transportation
incidents increased by 11 over the year.



Contact with objects or equipment was the second-most frequent fatal work event with seven fatalities, down
slightly from the prior year. Violence or other injuries by persons or animals resulted in four work-related
deaths.

Nationally, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2015, accounting for
approximately 42 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most
frequent type of event (17 percent), followed by contact with objects and equipment (15 percent) and violence
and other injuries by persons or animals (15 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, United States and North Dakota, 2015
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Industry

The private agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting industry sector had the largest number of fatalities in
North Dakota with 13, increasing by 5 from the previous year. (See table 2.) Transportation incidents was the
most frequent fatal event in the agriculture sector with 5 worker deaths, followed by contact with objects and
equipment with 4 fatalities. Ninety-two percent of those fatally injured in this sector worked in either crop
production or animal production and aquaculture.

The private mining sector had 12 workplace fatalities, up from 8 in the previous year. Support activities for oil
and gas operations accounted for all of the fatal injuries in this industry.

Occupation

Transportation and material moving occupations and construction and extraction occupations had the highest
number of workplace fatalities with 13 and 12, respectively, followed by management occupations with 10
fatalities. (See table 3.) Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers accounted for 6 of the 13 fatalities among



transportation and material moving workers. Six of the fatalities within the construction and extraction group
were extraction workers. Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural managers accounted for all 10 fatalities
among management workers.

Additional highlights

* Men accounted for 98 percent of the work-related fatalities in North Dakota, above the 93-percent national
share. (See table 4.) Transportation incidents made up 59 percent of the fatalities for men in North Dakota.

» White non-Hispanics accounted for 89 percent of those who died from a workplace injury. Nationwide, this
group accounted for 67 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 35-54 years old accounted for 40 percent of the state’s work-related fatalities in 2015, compared to 41
percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.

» Of the 47 fatal work injuries in North Dakota, 79 percent worked for wages and salaries; the remainder were
self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for wage and salary workers was transportation incidents;
contact with objects or equipment was the most frequent event for self-employed workers.

Change in the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) News Release Schedule

Beginning with the 2015 reference year, CFOI will publish a single, annual release with no revisions. A
similar schedule will be followed in subsequent years. Preliminary releases, which normally appeared in
August or September in past years, will no longer be produced.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible. For the 2015 data, over 21,400 unique source documents were reviewed as part of the
data collection process. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS Handbook of
Methods on the BLS web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS appreciates the efforts of all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that
provided source documents used to identify fatal work injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration; the National Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine
Safety and Health Administration; the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees'
Compensation and Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad


https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf

Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners,
and medical examiners; state departments of health, labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation
agencies; state and local police departments; and state farm bureaus.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
(202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.



Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, North Dakota, 2014-15

2014 2015
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 38 47 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals..............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 4 9
Intentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ......couiiiiiiie ettt - 4 9
Homicides (Intentional injury by Other PErsON).........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 3 6
Shooting by other person--intentional ..............ccoieiiiiii e - 3 6
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS .......o..eiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt seees 17 28 60
Rail VENICIE INCIABNES ...ttt 4 1 2
Collision between rail vehicle and another vehicle................cooiiiiiiini e 4 1 2
Collision between rail and roadway VENICIES.............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 3 1 2
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT ............ooiiiiii e - 2 4
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in Work Zone ...........c.ccooiiiiiiii -- 1 2
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in Work zone ...........ccccoociiiiiiiiiiniiccee -- 1 2
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area.............coccoooiiiiiiiiiiii -- 1 2
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in nonroadway area...........cccccceeeviriieiienennieenene -- 1 2
Roadway incidents involving motorized land VEhICle .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 9 21 45
Roadway collision with other VENICIE...........ccooiiiiiii e 7 9 19
Roadway collision--moving in Same dir€CtON ..........c.cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 2
Roadway collision--moving in opposite directions, 0NCOMING ..........cccocuiiiieiiiiiiiiiieie e 1 2 4
Roadway collision--moving perpendiCularly .............cocoeiiiiiiiiiiee e 4 5 11
Roadway collision--moving and standing vehicle in roadway .............ccooieniiiiiiieenieceeeeee -- 1 2
Roadway noncolliSion iNCIAENT ..ot - 10 21
Jack-knifed or overturned, FOAAWAY .............coouiirieiiiiiiei et - 10 21
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land vehiCles ...........cccoiiiiieiiiiiiiie e 2 4 9
Nonroadway NoNnColliSioN INCIAENT ..........coiiiiiiiie e 2 2 4
Jack-knifed or overturned, NONTOAAWAY ...........ccciiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 2 2 4
Fires @nd @XPIOSIONS ........oiiuiiiii ettt ettt et b e sb et e bt bt e s b bt e ae e - 3 6
=L PSP P U P TS PP - 3 6
Vehicle 0r MAaChINEIY fir€ .........iiii et - 1 2
Ignition of vapors, gases, OF lIQUIAS ........ccciiiiiiiiiiie et - 1 2
FallS, SIPS, TIPS ...ttt ettt b et b e bbb bt et e nne e nineeane 6 -- --
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIroNMENtS ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 3 - -
EXPOSUIE 10 @IECHICITY ...ttt - 1 2
Indirect eXpoSsUre t0 EIECHTCIY .......coiuiiiiii e -- 1 2
Indirect exposure to electricity, greater than 220 VOIS ............coooeiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Contact with objects and eqUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 10 7 15
Struck by 0bject Or @QUIPMENT........ooiiiiiiiiiee e 6 3 6
Struck by powered VehiCle--NONraNSPOIT...........cuiiiiiiiiiii e 3 2 4
Struck or run over by rolling powered VEhICIE .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieee e -- 1 2
Struck by falling part of powered vehicle still attached...............coiiiiiiini, -- 1 2
Caught in or compressed by equipment Or ODJECES ...........coiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Compressed or pinched between two stationary objects............ccoooiiiiiiiiiine -- 1 2
Struck, caught, or crushed in collapsing structure, equipment, or material..............ccoceiciiniiniiiicen. 3 3 6
Excavation or trenChing CAVE-iN .........ccuiiiiiiiiii e - 1 2
Engulfment in other collapsing Material ..............cooiiiiiiiiiii e 3 1 2
Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOlI fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, North Dakota, 2014-15

2014 2015
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 38 47 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIY ...ttt et b e b e ab e sb e s bt b e e saeesine e 37 44 94
Natural resources and MINING .........c.ooiiiiii ettt et sae e b nneesaeeenns 16 25 53
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and huNtiNg ...........ooouiiiiiii e 8 13 28
(@3 (o] o o] oo [0Te1 ([o] o H OSSPSR USRS 5 6 13
Animal production and aqUACUITUTE...........couiiiiiiiiei e 3 6 13
Cattle ranching and farming ...........oooiiiiiiiiie et 3 3 6
Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots............ccociiiiiiiiiiiiie 1 1 2
Beef cattle ranching and farming...........coooiiiiiiiiiii e 1 1 2
HOQG and Pig farmiNg .....c.ooiiiiiie et - 2 4
HOQG and Pig farminNg .........ooiueeiiieiei e - 2 4
Other animal PrOAUCHION .......coiuiiiiiiie e et - 1 2
Horses and other equing ProdUCHION ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Support activities for agriculture and forestry ..o -- 1 2
Support activities for FOreStry ..o -- 1 2
Support activities for FOresStry ..........iiiiiii -- 1 2
MINING ()t ettt ettt s e a e et ae et et e et e e eaeae et et et et n et an e tennenene 8 12 26
Support activities for mining ....... 7 12 26
Support activities for mining 7 12 26
Support activities for MINING ........coeiiiii e e 7 12 26
Support activities for oil and gas operations.. 5 12 26
CONSIIUCHION ...ttt e e r e et e e e e sre e e e sae e e e nneebeenenneeanes 10 7 15
CONSIIUCHION ...ttt e e bt et e re bt e e e s e e e e e sn e et e e e nreeneennenreas 10 7 15
Construction of buildings.................. 1 2 4
Nonresidential building CONSIIUCHION..........cocuiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 4
Commercial and institutional building conStruction ..............ccoocieiiiiiie e - 2 4
Specialty trade contractors............cccevverieiiieiieiieeseeenn 8 5 11
Building equipment contractors - - -
Plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning CoNtractors .............cccceoiiiiiiiee i - -- --
Residential plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning contractors... - 2
Other specialty trade CONraCLOrS ..........ccoiiiiiiiiii e 4 6
All other specialty trade CONtraCtors .........cocuviiiiiiiii e 2 -- --
All other nonresidential specialty trade contractors.... - 1 2
Trade, transportation, and ULITTIES .......cc.oiiiiiiiii e e e e e ereee e e e e eennees 7 6 13
WHOIESAIE trade ........cooiiiii e e - 1 2
Merchant wholesalers, durable goods............ccccviiiiiiiiniiciiees - 1 2
Lumber and other construction materials merchant wholesalers..............c...cccooiiiiiiiininns - 1 2
Brick, stone, and related construction material merchant wholesalers ..................c...cccoee. - 1 2
Retail trade ..o - 2 4
Food and beverage stores - 1 2
Specialty fOOT STOTES .....ouiiiiiiitie ettt -- 1 2
Meat markets................ - 1 2
General Merchandise StOrES ..........ccccuiiiiieiiiiee e - 1 2
Other general MerchandiSe StOrES ..........couiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e - 1 2
Warehouse clubs and supercenters.... - 1 2
Transportation and War€NOUSING .........c.ueiiiiiiiiiiie e e s 5 3 6
L8 o3 Q8 (=T g F=T o] i 7= i oo USSP 5 3 6
General freight trucking............... 3 1 2
General freight trucking, 10Cal...........ocuiiiiii s -- 1 2
Specialized freight trUCKING ........couiiiiii e -- 2 4
Specialized freight (except used goods) trucking, local ... -- 2 4
Professional and BUSINESS SEIVICES .........cciiieiuiiiiieiiniere et - 4 9
Professional and teChNICal SEIVICES ...........cccveiiiiiiiiiceeesee e 1 - --
Professional, scientific, and technical services ....... 1 - --
Architectural, engineering, and related SErviCes ..........oocviiiiiiiiiiee i 1 -- --
ENGINEEIING SEIVICES ......viiiiiiie ettt e st e e e nnneeeaaes 1 1 2

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, North Dakota, 2014-15 - Continued

Industry (1)

2014

2015

Number

Number

Percent

Administrative and waste services

Administrative and SUPPOIt SEIVICES..........ciuiiiiiiiieiie ittt
Services to buildings and dwellings
Janitorial services
GOVEIMIMENT (3) .. oottt ettt e et s e e et ae et et e e eeeae s eeese e s teaneeeeeaneseannna

Local government

DO NN

Footnotes:
(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Includes fatal injuries at all establishments categorized as Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction (Sector 21) in the North American Industry
Classification System, 2012, including establishments not governed by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) rules and reporting, such as

those in Oil and Gas Extraction.
(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, North Dakota, 2014-15

2014 2015
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 38 47 100
ManagemeENt OCCUPALIONS .........iiiiiiie ittt ettt e b e e st b e ab e s b e eabeesbeesene e 7 10 21
Other management OCCUPALIONS ........cciuiiiiieiieit ettt ettt et sttt sae e nane et e e 7 10 21
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural Managers ...........cccccueiiiiiiiiienii e 6 10 21
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural Managers ............cocoeoieiiiiiiiiiene e 6 10 21
Architecture and engineering OCCUPALIONS .........ciuuiiuiiiiiiii et -- - -
ENGINEETS ...ttt bttt h e a bt e bt e a et et nh et nan e nnes - 1 2
CVIl @NGINEETS ...ttt ettt e ettt et e bttt et e e e e e b e nbeenenas - 1 2
CVIl ©NGINEETS ...ttt h bt bt h e ea e e ab e sa et sttt naeenaneenns - 1 2
Arts, design, entertainment, sports, and media 0CCUPALIONS ...........cooiiriiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 2
Entertainers and performers, sports and related WOrKers .............cocveiieiiiiiieneene e -- 1 2
Athletes, coaches, umpires, and related WOTKEFS ..........c.ccoviiiiiiiieeiie e - 1 2
C0ACHES ANA SCOULS ...ttt b e bbbt et e e naeenaeeeans - 1 2
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS ........ocuiiriiiiiieiee ettt ettt naeeeeee s -- - -
SUPETIVISOrS Of SAIES WOTKETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt - 1 2
First-line supervisors of SaleS WOTKEFS ............cocuiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
First-line supervisors of retail Sales WOIKErs ............cociiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS...........oouiiiiiiiiii e - -- --
AGIICUIRUIAL WOTKETS ...ttt b et nb ettt b e e sae e e e nae e s eans - -- --
Miscellaneous agricultural WOTKETS ............coiiiiiiiiiiii s -- - -
Farmworkers, farm, ranch, and aquacultural @animals ............cccoeeiieiiiieeiiee e 1 1 2
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ..........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 12 12 26
Supervisors of construction and extraction WOTKEIS...........ccceiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3 1 2
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction WOrkers .............ccccccovvvriiininnienieenen. 3 1 2
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction WOrkers ............cccoccovveenieniienneeninnn. 3 1 2
CONSIIUCHON trAdES WOTKETS. ...ttt ettt sttt sttt e nae e naneetee e 4 5 11
Pipelayers, plumbers, pipefitters, and steamfitters............c.ocoooiiiiiiiii e -- 1 2
Plumbers, pipefitters, and steamfitters ............cooiiiriiiiiiie e - 1 2
EXTFACHON WOTKETS ...ttt b ettt b e s bttt e sa ettt e e b s enns 5 6 13
ROUStAbOULS, Oil 8N GAS ... .iiiiiiiiiiie et 1 3 6
RouStabouts, Oil @N GaS.......ciouiiiiiii s 1 3 6
Production OCCUPATIONS ... ..ottt ettt b e b e e e nneesiee e - 1 2
Plant and SYSTEM OPEratOrS...........oiiiiiieiii ittt -- 1 2
Miscellaneous plant and SYStem OPErators ............ccoiuiiiiiiiiiiiiee e -- 1 2
Petroleum pump system operators, refinery operators, and gaugers............cccocuvvveeneenieeneeeninnns -- 1 2
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS........c.eiiiiiiiiiiii e 6 13 28
MOLOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt sttt 6 8 17
BUS AFIVETS ...ttt h et ettt ettt ettt et et - 2 4
Bus drivers, school or special ClIeNt ............couiiiiii e -- 2 4
Driver/sales workers and frUCK dIVEFS ............ooouiiiiiiiiiie et 6 6 13
Heavy and tractor-trailer trucCk driVErS .............ooiuiiiiiiiii e 6 6 13
Material MOVING WOTKETS .......oiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt sttt ettt e sae et ete e - 5 11
Crane and tOWET OPEIALOTS. .......ceiuiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e e e et e beenenes - 2 4
Crane and tOWEE OPEIALOTS. ........coiuiiiiiitie ittt ettt et sb et sb et esaeenaneeans - 2 4
Dredge, excavating, and loading maching Operators.............cccueiiiiiiiiiinei i -- 1 2
Excavating and loading machine and dragline operators .............cccceriiiiieneeiieeeese e -- 1 2
HOIiSt aNd WINCh OPEIatOrS.........coitiiiii ettt - 2 4
HOoist @and WINCh OPEIatOrS .........couiiiii it - 2 4
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, North Dakota, 2014-15

o 2014 2015
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o] ¢ SR 38 47 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 24 37 79

ET=Y Y o] Y=Y IO 14 10 21
Gender

L =T o P USSR RSP PR PURPRPTPRON 38 46 98

LAY o] 44 T= o PP PP PPPTRPPPPORt - 1 2
Age O

20 £0 24 YEAIS......eeeeieeee ettt bt e e e bt e e hE et e R bt e e b ae e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e enreeeanaeeenaneeas 3 5 11

250 34 YRAIS ...ttt bt e h et a bt e e a bt e e b ae e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e naeeeaaneeas 9 -- --

35 0 44 YEAIS......eeeeieeee et ettt b e e e b et e e bt e e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e snbe e e anaeeenateeas 3 9 19

L (o R A=Y | USSP OUPPRPPPRN 9 10 21

D5 0 B4 YEAIS..... ittt ettt h et b e e e h et e bt e e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e aaeeenaneeas 7 13 28

(SR E= TSI Lol e 1Y = PRSPPI 6 8 17
Race or ethnic origin (4)

White, NON=HISPANIC ......eeeeeeie ettt ettt e e n e e e e ae e e e e te e e e be e e e mteeeanbeeesmseeeaanneaeanseeeannen 34 42 89

Black or African-American, non-Hispanic - -- --

[ [T o= TaT (o2 o] o -1 11 To J PSRRI - 4 9

Footnotes:

(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners
of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.

(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or
data that do not meet publication criteria.
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