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Fatal Work Injuries in the Los Angeles Area — 2013

Fatal work injuries totaled 102 in 2013 for the Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, Calif. Metropolitan
Statistical Area, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Regional Commissioner Richard J. Holden
noted that while the 2013 count was preliminary, the number of work-related fatalities in the Los Angeles area
increased by 7 over the year. Fatal occupational injuries in the area have ranged from a high of 149 in 2006 to
low of 84 in 2010. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a preliminary total of 4,405 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2013, down from a revised count

of 4,628 fatalities in 2012, according to results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI)
program. Final 2013 CFOI data will be released in the late spring of 2015.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Los Angeles-Long Beach-5anta Ana, 2004—2013
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Of the 102 fatal work injuries reported in the Los Angeles area in 2013, 28 resulted from transportation
incidents, 24 from falls, slips, and trips, and 22 from violence and other injuries by persons or animals;
together these three major categories accounted for nearly three-quarters of all fatal work injuries. (See table
1.) Other major event categories each reported 15 or fewer deaths. Within transportation incidents, roadway
incidents involving motorized land vehicles was the most frequent type of workplace fatality with 14 deaths.
This category accounted for 14 percent of all on-the-job fatalities in the state. The second-largest event in
transportation incidents, pedestrian vehicular incidents, accounted for 10 fatalities. In the falls, slips, and trips
category, 20 deaths occurred from falling to a lower level, and in the violence and other injuries by persons or
animals category, all 22 deaths occurred from intentional injury by a person. (Note that transportation counts
presented in this release are expected to rise when updated 2013 data are released in the late spring of 2015
because key source documentation detailing specific transportation-related incidents has not yet been
received.)

In the United States, transportation incidents were also the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2013,
accounting for 40 percent of fatal work injuries. The Los Angeles area’s 27-percent share of fatalities due to
this event was smaller than the nationwide share. (See chart 2.) Violence and other injuries by persons or
animals was the second most frequent type of event nationally, with 17 percent of work-related fatalities; the
share in Los Angeles for this event was 22 percent. Contact with objects and equipment and falls, slips, and
trips each accounted for 16 percent of the nation’s workplace fatalities. In Los Angeles, these events accounted
for 15 and 24 percent of the state’s fatal injuries, respectively.

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, Los Angeles Area and the United States, 2013
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Additional key characteristics:

* The transportation and warehousing industry sector had the largest number of fatalities in the area with 19,
compared with 16 in the previous year. (See table 2.) Transportation incidents accounted for 10 of the worker
deaths, while 4 fatalities were due to contact with objects or equipment.



* The construction industry had the second highest fatality count with 18, up from 13 the previous year. Falls,
slips, and trips accounted for nine worker deaths in this sector.

* Transportation and material moving occupations had the highest number of fatal work injuries with 24. (See
table 3.) More than half of these fatalities were heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers (13). Workers in
construction and extraction occupations had the next highest fatality count at 18.

* Men accounted for 98, or 96 percent, of the work-related fatalities in the area. (See table 4.) Transportation
incidents made up over one-fourth of these fatalities.

* In the Los Angeles area, 61 percent of those who died from a workplace injury were Hispanic or Latino.
Nationwide, this group accounted for 18 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 25-54 years old—the prime working age group—accounted for 75, or 74 percent, of the area’s work-
related fatalities in 2013. Nationally, workers in this group accounted for 60 percent of on-the-job fatalities.

» Of'the 102 persons that suffered fatal work injuries in the Los Angeles area, 84 percent worked for wages and
salaries; the remaining were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for wage and salary workers was
transportation incidents.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries, part of the BLS occupational safety
and health statistics program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries occurring in the United States during
the calendar year. The program uses diverse state, federal, and independent data sources to identify, verify, and
describe fatal work injuries. This assures counts are as complete and accurate as possible.

For technical information about the CFOI program, please go to the BLS Handbook of Methods on the BLS
web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/homch9.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. The Bureau of Labor Statistics appreciates the efforts of all federal, state, local, and
private sector entities that submitted source documents used to identify fatal work injuries, in particular the
California Department of Industrial Relations.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
(202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.

Area definitions. The substate area data published in this release reflect the standards and definitions
established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, dated December 2009. A detailed list of the
geographic definitions is available at https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm.

The Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, Calif. Metropolitan Statistical Area is composed of Los Angeles
and Orange Counties in California.


https://www.bls.gov/opub/hom/homch9.htm
https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm

Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Los Angeles Area, 2012-2013

2012(2) 2013(P)
Event or exposure(?)
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 95 102 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or @anNiMalsS............coouiii i 19 22 22
Intentional injury by person ..........cccccoceeviieeninen. 16 22 22
Intentional injury by other person 14 15 15
Shooting by other person--intentional ..............cooieiiiiiiii e 8 12 12
Self-inflicted injury--intentional -- 7 7
Transportation INCIAENES .........uuiiiie e e e e e e e e e se b eeeeesentaeaeeeessnsseeeaeeensnnnees 32 28 27
Pedestrian vehicular INCIAENt ... 14 10 10
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in roadway .. - 3 3
Pedestrian struck by vehicle on side of road............ccooiiiiiiii e 3 4 4
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle on side of road..............ccoeieiiiiiiiiieneeeeee - 4 4
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area....................... 7 3 3
Roadway incidents involving motorized land vehicle 15 14 14
Roadway collision with other VENICIE............c..oiiiii e 6 8 8
Roadway collision--moving perpendicularly ... - 3 3
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ... 6 6 6
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadWay ............ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 6 6 6
Falls, SlipS, triPS .. .uviiieeeiciiieee e 22 24 24
Falls on same level 5 3 3
Falls 10 JOWET IEVEI ... ..o e 17 20 20
Other fall to lower level... 13 18 18
Other fall to lower level less than 6 feet ..o - 3 3
Other fall to lower level 1110 15 @t .......coiiiiiii e - 6 6
Exposure to harmful substances or environments... 7 12 12
EXPOSUIE 10 EIECHICITY ..o iiiieiiiie ettt e et e e e s in e eaneas 3 8 8
Direct eXposure 10 @lECHICITY ........eoiiiiieii e - 3 3
Indirect exposure to electricity. - 3 3
Indirect exposure to electricity, greater than 220 VOIS ............coiiiiiiiiii e, - 3 3
Contact with objects and €qUIPMENT ............ooiiiiii e 12 15 15
Struck by object or equipment........ 7 10 10
Struck by powered VehiCle--NONranSPOIt...........c.iiiiiiiiiiie et 3 3 3
Struck by falling object or equipment--other than powered vehicle.............ccccooiiiiiiiiiniiiecee. 3 6 6
Caught in or compressed by equipment or objects - 3 3

Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OIICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward. Total may include other

events not shown.
(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final
(p) Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.

Note: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. CFOI

fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Los Angeles Area, 2012-2013

2012(2) 2013(P)
Industry(")
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 95 102 100
PrIVate INAUSIIY ...ttt st e st e e aab e e e et e e e e bn e e e ear e e e anneeenas 89 93 91
13 18 18
13 18 18
-- 4 4
Specialty trade contractors... 8 11 11
Foundation, structure, and building exterior Contractors ..............cccovveeiiiee e - 4 4
Building equipment CONFACIOrS ......co..uiiiiiiee e 3 4 4
Manufacturing..........ccoeeeeieeneiicenee, 6 10 10
Manufacturing 6 10 10
Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing ............ccceeieeiiiiiieiie e - 1 1
Beverage manufacturing ..........ccccceeeeeneennne. - 1 1
Fabricated metal product manufacturing - 4 4
Coating, engraving, heat treating, and allied activitieS..........c..ccocoueiiiiieiiiin e - 3 3
Trade, transportation, and utilities 32 32 31
WHOIESAIE trAdE .....coiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e bt e e st e e e e s b e e sass e e e abneeennneeeannee 9 5 5
Merchant wholesalers, durable gOOdS...........c..ii i e 5 3 3
Retail trade ..........ccoooveeiiiiiiie, 7 8 8
Food and beverage stores - 3 3
GFOCETY SEOMES ... .t euteeiie ettt ettt ettt ettt s bt et bt e bt e s he e e ae e e bt e eaeeemb e e bt e saeeembeeeseesabeenbeesnneenbeeseean -- 3 3
Transportation and warehousing. 16 19 19
L0 o3 Q8 (=T g T oo o 7= i o o SRR USPRRIN 8 1 1"
General freight trUCKING ......o.eeii ettt 5 10 10
General freight trucking, local. -- 3 3
General freight trucking, long-diStancCe...........cccooiiiiiiiiii e 3 5 5
General freight trucking, long-distance, truckload.............cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 3 5 5
Support activities for transportation 3 4 4
Professional and DUSINESS SEIVICES .......c...iiiuiiiiiiiiiiie ettt sae e 13 16 16
Administrative and Waste SEIVICES .........ccoiiiii it - 14 14
Administrative and support services.. 10 12 12
Services to buildings and dWEllINGS. ........ccuiiiiiiiiiie e 9 10 10
LandSCaPING SEIVICES ... ..eeiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e be e e st e e e e e e snbeeeasneeeaaes 7 9 9
Educational and health services 5 7 7
EdUCALIONEAI SEIVICES ......eeiiieieet ettt i e e st e e e be e e enne e e annee e - 4 4
EdUCALIONAI SEIVICES ...ttt ettt st e e e e e sbne e e nan e e et - 4 4
Health care and social assistance.. 4 3 3
Other services, except public adminiStration..............cceeiciiiioie i 4 5 5
Other services, except public adminiStration...............cceoeiiiiiiii e 4 5 5
Repair and maintenance 3 3 3
Lo V=TT Y=Y (GO 6 9 9
I oorz 1 e [o )V =T T4 o= oL SRS ORPRO 4 5 5
Footnotes:

(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2007. Total may include other industries not shown.

(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final
(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.
(p) Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015

Note: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. CFOI

fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Los Angeles Area, 2012-2013

. 2012 2013(P)
Occupation(?)
Number Number Percent
o) £ | USRI 95 102 100
Education, training, and library 0CCUPAtIONS. ..........coiiiiiiiiiie e 3 4 4
Protective service occupations 3 7 7
Law eNnfOrCEMENt WOTKETS ......c.eiiiiiiieii ettt sttt st ettt e st e et e e sneeenneeree e - 4 4
PONICE OFfICEIS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et e e ab e et e e ebeeenbeebeesneas -- 4 4
Police and sheriff's patrol officers.. - 4 4
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtioNS ...........c.eiiiieeiiiiieiiiee e 9 12 12
Grounds MAINEENANCE WOTKETS .......cuiiiiiiiieitie ittt ee sttt st e et e b e saeeenee e st e saeeenbeesneesnneeseanns 7 9 9
Grounds maintenance workers ... 7 9 9
Landscaping and groundskeeping WOIKEIS. ...........ciiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e 3 5 5
Tree triMMErS AN PIrUNEIS .. ...veiieee et e ettt e e e et e e e e e s st eeeeeeasatbeeeeeseasnteeeaesaasssaeeaesaansnens 4 4 4
Sales and related occupations .... 10 8 8
SUPETVISOrS Of SAIES WOIKEI'S .......viiiiiiiieiee ettt ee e e et e et e e e ate e e e aee e sneeeeaseeeeeans 4 5 5
First-line supervisors of SAlES WOIKEIS ............ccocuiieiiie et eaaee e 4 5 5
First-line supervisors of retail sales workers .. 3 3 3
REtaIl SAIES WOTKEIS ...ttt st e e b e e e ate e e e b e e e snneeenneas 3 3 3
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ............cccuiiiiiie it e e 13 18 18
Construction trades workers 11 16 16
(0701 g 1S] (W Te1 o] g I F=1 oo =Y TSRS 4 11 11
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ...........cccoiiiiiiiiie i e e 3 8 8
Other installation, maintenance, and repair occupations ... - 7 7
[=d e Te [FTex1Te] g I o ToTor] o= 11 o] o 1T PEPS PR 4 9 9
Metal workers and plastic WOTKEIS .........ouuuiiiiiie et e e e et e e e e e e naees - 5 5
Welding, soldering, and brazing workers .... - 3 3
Welders, cutters, solderers, and Drazers.............ccooeiiiiiiiiiiee e - 3 3
Transportation and material MoVING OCCUPALIONS.........cccuuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 28 24 24
Motor vehicle operators...........ccccccuvivveeeiiicineennnn. 20 15 15
Driver/sales workers and truck drivers 17 14 14
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck driVers ..............oo i 15 13 13
Material moving workers ..........ccccccceeviveeninen. 6 7 7
Laborers and material movers, hand 6 6 6
Laborers and freight, stock, and material movers, hand .............cccoooiiiiiiiiiinieee e 4 5 5
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010. Total may include occupations not shown.

(2) Data for 2012 are revised and final
(p) Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.

Note: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. CFOI

fatality counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Los Angeles Area, 2012-2013

. 2012(1) 2013(P)
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent
L] £ ST TSTU PP PR PSS PPTROR 95 102 100
Employee status
WaGE N SAIAIY(2) ...........oveieiiieiie ettt ettt ettt 80 86 84
SEIf-EMPIOYEAR) ...ttt n ettt a e e e s 15 16 16
Gender
Y =T o TSP SS RS T OSSPSR 88 98 96
L4703 0 =Y o T PSR 7 4 4
Age®
25 to 34 years 12 17 17
35 to 44 years 15 28 27
45 to 54 years 30 30 29
55 to 64 years 19 19 19
YT 1L T oo [0 1Y UV SOPRTRORPOPI 13 6 6
Race or ethnic origin(®
WHhite, NON-HISP@NIC ...ttt b e et sb et b e na e e e b saeeeane s 42 29 28
Black or African-American, NON-HISPANIC ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiie e 6 5 5
HISPANIC OF LATINO. ...ttt b ettt e sa ettt e be et 40 62 61
ASIAN, NON=HISPANIC ...ttt ettt b et e b e e sb e e et e bt e saeeean e e bt e saeeeaeeas 6 6 6
Footnotes:

(1) Data for 2012 are revised and final
(2) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(3) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(4) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(5) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.

(p) Data are preliminary. Revised and final 2013 data are scheduled to be released in spring 2015.

Note: Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. CFOI

fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.
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