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Fatal Work Injuries in Washington — 2020

Fatal work injuries totaled 83 in 2020 for Washington, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Regional Commissioner Chris Rosenlund noted that the number of work-related fatalities in Washington was
similar to the previous year. (See chart 1.) Fatal occupational injuries in the state have ranged from a high of
128 in 1996 to a low of 56 in 2013.

Nationwide, a total of 4,764 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2020, an 11-percent decrease from 5,333 in
2019, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI). The 4,764 fatal
occupational injuries in 2020 represents the lowest annual number since 2013.



Chart 1. Number of fatal occupational injuries by employee status, Washington,
2011-20
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Source: .5, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Fatal event or exposure

In Washington, transportation incidents and violence and other injuries by persons or animals each accounted
for 20 fatalities. These two major categories accounted for 48 percent of all fatal workplace injuries in the
state. (See chart 2 and table 1.) Worker deaths from transportation incidents were down from 29 and worker
fatalities due to violence or other injuries by persons or animals were down from 25.

Contact with objects and equipment was the third-most frequent fatal work event with 16 fatalities, up from 9
in the prior year. Falls, slips, and trips resulted in 15 work-related deaths compared to 13 in 2019.

Nationally, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2020, accounting for 37
percent of fatal work injuries. Falls, slips, and trips was the second-most common fatal event (17 percent).



Chart 2. Percent distribution of total fatal occupational injuries by event, United States and Washington,
2020
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Industry

In private industry, the construction industry sector had the highest number of fatalities in Washington with 21,
up from 17 in 2019. (See table 2.) Falls, slips, or trips resulted in 8 of the 21 fatalities in the industry. The
specialty trade contractors subsector accounted for 11 of the 21 fatal workplace injuries in the construction
industry.

The private agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting industry sector had 17 fatal workplace injuries, up from
12 in 2019. The crop production subsector accounted for 11, or 65 percent, of the fatal injuries in this industry.

Occupation

The construction and extraction occupational group had the highest number of fatal workplace injuries with
17. (See table 3.) Construction trades workers accounted for 12 of the 17 fatalities. The farming, fishing, and
forestry occupational group had the second highest number of fatal workplace injuries with 14. Agricultural
workers suffered 8 of the work-related deaths within this industry.

Additional highlights:

* White non-Hispanics accounted for 58 percent of those who died from a workplace injury. (See table 4.)
Nationwide, this group accounted for 61 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 55 percent of the state’s work-related fatalities in 2020,
compared to 56 percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.

+ Of the 83 fatal work injuries in Washington, 82 percent worked for wages and salaries; the remainder
were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for both wage and salary workers and self-employed
workers was transportation incidents.



Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic and the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries

CFOI reports fatal workplace injuries only. These may include fatal workplace injuries complicated by an
illness such as COVID-19. Fatal workplace illnesses not precipitated by an injury are not in scope for
CFOI. CFOI does not report any illness related information, including COVID-19. Additional
information is available at www.bls.gov/covid19/effects-of-covid-19-on-workplace-injuries-and-
illnesses-compensation-and-occupational-requirements.htm.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, is a count of all fatal work
injuries occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI uses a variety of state, federal, and
independent data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as
complete and accurate as possible. For the 2020 national data, over 21,600 unique source documents were
reviewed as part of the data collection process. For technical information and definitions for the CFOI, see the
BLS Handbook of Methods on the BLS website at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/home.htm and the CFOI
definitions at www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfdef.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, some of which may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Comparisons between CFOI counts and those
released by other agencies should account for the different coverage requirements and definitions used by each
agency. For more information on the scope of CFOI, see www.bls.gov/iif/cfoiscope.htm and www.bls.gov/
opub/hom/cfoi/concepts.htm.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Washington Department of Labor and Industries for their efforts in
collecting accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts of
all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that provided source documents used to identify fatal work
injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational Safety and Health Administration; the National
Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and Health Administration; the Office of
Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation and Longshore and Harbor Workers'
Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical examiners; state departments of health,
labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies; state and local police departments; and
state farm bureaus.

Information in this release will be made available to individuals with sensory impairments upon request. Voice
phone: (202) 691-5200; Telecommunications Relay Service: 7-1-1.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Washington, 2019-20

2019 2020
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 84 83 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals.............couiiiiiiiiiiii e 25 20 24
INtentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ......oiiiiiii ettt ettt be e e 23 19 23
Intentional injury DY Other PEISON .......oc.eiiiiiie e 15 11 13
Shooting by other person--intentional ...............ociiiiiiiiii e 8 6 7
Stabbing, cutting, slashing, PIEICING.........ccuiiiiii e 3 3 4
Hitting, kicking, beating, SNOVING ........ccoiiiiii s 3 1 1
Self-inflicted iNjury--INTENHIONAL ........ociiii e 8 8 10
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS ..........oiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt et ees 29 20 24
ATFCTAft INCIAENES ...ttt ettt e bt bt e e b e e saeeeanes 2 1 1
Other IN-flIght Crash ...........io ettt 1 1 1
Other in-flight crash due to mechanical failure.................cooiiiiii e 1 1 1
Pedestrian VehiCular iINCIAENT ...........c.oiiii et 6 5 6
Roadway incidents involving motorized 1and VEhICIE ..............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 18 10 12
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land VEhICIES ............cccoeiiiiiiiiiiii e - 3 4
Nonroadway NonColliSioN INCIAENT ..........couiiiiiie et - 3 4
FallS, SIIPS, DS ... ettt ettt ettt ettt at ettt a ettt en e bt ae 13 15 18
FallS ON SAME IEVEL......cniiii ettt ettt ettt e b -- 3 4
FallS £0 JOWET IEVEL ...ttt ettt et sb et e e b 11 11 13
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIrONMENTS ...........cocuiiiiiiiiiii e 5 12 14
EXPOSUIE 10 @IECHICITY ...ttt et b e e sine e - 5 6
Exposure to other harmful SUDSTANCES ..........c.oiiiiiiiiiii e 4 7 8
Contact with objects and €QUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 9 16 19
Caught in or compressed by equipment Or ObJECES .........c.eiiiiiiiiiiii -- 7 8

Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/loshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not

meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Washington, 2020

2019 2020
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 84 83 100
Private iNAUSIIY (2) ..ottt e et es s 76 75 90
Goods producing ..........ccceeeeeeenne -- - -
Natural resources and MINING .......oiiiie ettt e e s e e st e e e sne e e senneeeaneeenas 12 17 20
Agriculture, forestry, fishing @and RUNTING .........occooiiiii s 12 17 20
Crop production.........ccceeecvveeeiieeceieenn. 5 11 13
Fruit and tree nut farming - 8 10
Noncitrus fruit and tree NUt farmMing ..........c.ooiieiiii e -- 8 10
Apple orchards - 6 7
(7073153 (Vo1 [o] o TP O U TRRPSP 17 21 25
(0701 g 1=] (U o1 i o] o I PRSPPSO 17 21 25
Construction of buildings............... -- 4 5
Residential building CONSIIUCHION .........coiiiiiiie e - 4 5
Residential building CONSIUCHION ........cooiiiiii e - 4 5
Residential remodelers................. - 1 1
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIIUCHION ..........cccuuiiiiiiiiiiee et 1 6 7
Utility SYStem CONSIIUCHION .......coieiiiiiiee et 1 4 5
Power and communication line and related structures construction.... 1 4 5
Specialty trade CONrACIONS .........iiiiiiii ettt st b et e b e sbeesaeeenne - 11 13
Building equipment CONTrACOrS .........viiiiiiie e - 1 1
Electrical contractors and other wiring installation contractors .............c..ccccco.e.. - 1 1
Nonresidential electrical contractors and other wiring installation contractors...................... - 1 1
Building finiShing CONraCtOrs.............iiiiiii e - 7 8
Manufacturing..........ccoceeeveeiinnicennnne -- 5 6
Manufacturing -- 5 6
SErVICE PrOVIAING (...t s et s s aeas - - -
Trade, transportation, and ULITIEIES .........ccoeiiiiiiie e e e e e st e e e e e nnnnees 23 14 17
WHOIESAIE trAdE ...ttt ettt e e et e ek e e sab e e e et e e e e nnn e e e enreeean - 5 6
RELAIN rAAE ...ttt e e et et e b e nannas 8 4 5
Transportation and War€NOUSING .........c.ueiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e st e e e sneeeeenneeeas - 5 6
FINANCIAI @CHVILIES ......eiiiiieee et e e e e st b e e e eane e e nbeeeaneeeeas 3 5 6
Real estate and rental and [€aSiNgG...........uii it 3 5 6
REAIESTALE ... e as 3 5 6
Professional @and DUSINESS SEIVICES ........cc.uiiiuiiiiiiii ettt e e b e saeesnae e - -- --
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services ............cccccceeviveennnen. 3 4 5
Administrative and SUPPOI SEIVICES......cciiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e st e e e e e s sarae e e e s sensneaeeeeean 3 4 5
EMPIOYMENT SEIVICES ...ttt ettt et et e e s e e e ebne e e snneeeeae - 1 1
Temporary NEIP SEIVICES ......ooouiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e nenee e - 1 1
Educational and health SEIVICES. .........ooi it 3 -- --
EdUCALIONEAI SEIVICES ...ttt et e e bt e et e e ne e e e b e e e sannes 1 1 1
EdUCALIONAI SEIVICES ...ttt ettt e e e e s eean e e e nanee s 1 1 1
Technical and trade SCROOIS ............eii it e e e eeee s 1 1 1
Technical and trade SChOOIS ............uiiiiiiii et 1 1 1
FIGNt traINING ......eeeeee et 1 1 1
Other services, except public adminiStration...............cceveiiiieeiiii e 4 3 4
Other services, except public adminiStration...............c.oeieiiie i 4 3 4
Repair and MaiNtENANCE ...........uiiiiie et e e e e e e st e e e e e e s sstaeeeeeesssntseeeaesensnnneen - 3 4
LoV 4T Y=Y 0TS AU 8 8 10
Federal QOVEIMMENT ... ...ttt ettt sttt e e bt e e et e e e sabe e e sbe e e e aaeeeeanbeeesaneeaaas 2 2 2
StATE GOVEIMIMENT ... ettt ettt ettt e st e e st bt e e e abe e e eabe e e e bt e e enbeeesnneeeennaeas - 3 4
[ oToz= 1o [o)V /=T o1 4= o | SO TP PPUPPUPPN 6 3 4

Footnotes:

(1) CFOI has used several versions of the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) since 2003 to define industry. For complete
information on the version of NAICS used in this year, see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfdef.htm.

(2) Cases where ownership is unknown are included in private industry counts.

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



(3) Cases where industry is unknown are included in the service sector counts.

(4) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry. Cases classified as foreign government and other
government are included in all government counts, but not displayed separately.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iiffloshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Washington, 2020

2019 2020
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 84 83 100
ManagemMENt OCCUPALIONS .........iiuiiitieitii ittt ettt ettt ettt e e sae et e et e eeeeebeentee e 5 8 10
Other management OCCUPALIONS .........ciiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 4 8 10
Property, real estate, and community association Managers............cceerveeiieneeiie e 3 3 4
Property, real estate, and community association managers............cccoeriviiiinii e 3 3 4
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtioNS ............cccriiiiiiiiiiieiieeee e -- 3 4
Grounds MAINTENANCE WOTKEFS .........uiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt sb e st bt e sbeesieeeneesaeeseneanne - 3 4
Grounds MAINTENANCE WOTKETS .......ccuiiiuiiiiieiiie ittt ettt ettt sat et e s nneentee e - 3 4
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS ........c..uiiiiiiii ettt et b e e e b e saee s 6 5 6
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS..........coouiiiiiiiiiii e 10 14 17
Supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry WOrkers ..o - 3 4
First-line supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry Workers .............ccccooiiiiiiiiin e - 3 4
First-line supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry workers .............ccocoooiiiiiii e, - 3 4
AGIICURUIAl WOTKETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e sttt e bt see e e b e e naeeaanes 5 8 10
Miscellaneous agricultural WOTKETS ............coiuiiiiiiiiiiiee e 5 8 10
Agricultural eqUIPMENT OPEIAtOrS .........oiiiiiiiiiiii ettt - 3 4
Forest, conservation, and 10ggiNg WOTKETS...........ccuuiiiiiiiiiie ittt 4 3 4
(ol fo[1aTe IV o1y (=T £ PRSPPSO - 3 4
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ...........c.iiiiiiiiiiii ettt 15 17 20
Supervisors of construction and eXtraction WOTKEFS...........ccc.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 5 6
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction WOrkers .............ccoceeoeininiciiecnec e -- 5 6
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction WOrkers .............cccccvvvveiinenniciciecnen. -- 5 6
CONSrUCION tradeSs WOTKETS. ... ..ottt ettt 11 12 14
CONSIIUCHON TADOTETS ...ttt ettt e eb et aes -- 5 6
CONSIIUCHON 1ADOTETS ...ttt e e -- 5 6
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e 6 8 10
Other installation, maintenance, and repair 0CCUPALIONS ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3 5 6
Production OCCUPATIONS ........ooiuiiiiiit ittt ettt et e bt aes 4 6 7
Other production OCCUPATIONS .........ooitiiiiiiiieeti ettt sttt et -- 4 5
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS..........ueiiiiiiiiiiieie e 20 10 12
AN tranSPOrtatioN WOTKETS ........oiuiiiiiiiiiite ettt ettt e e nbe e 2 1 1
Aircraft pilots and flight @NGINEETS ..........cciiiiiiii e s 2 1 1
COMMETCIAI PHIOTS ...ttt et b et et e bttt e e e e sbeenane e 2 1 1
MOTOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt sa e n e saeesene e 15 6 7

Footnotes:

(1) CFOI has used several versions of the Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) system since 2003 to define occupation. For complete
information on the version of SOC used in this year, see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfdef.htm. Cases where occupation is

unknown are included in the total.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/loshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by selected demographic characteristics, Washington, 2019-20

o 2019 2020
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 84 83 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 64 68 82

ET=Y 1Y Yo oY =Ye IR 20 15 18
Gender

1YL= o PP PPPPUPPION 72 -- --

LAY o1 4T=T o OO POV PRR PP PPPPR 12 -- --
Age @

20 10 24 YEAIS ...ttt ettt bt e a et e oAbt e e e he e e e Ehee e ehae e e ettt e e aae e e eanbeeeeneeennaeas 4 7 8

250 34 YRAIS ... ettt ettt e h et e bt e he e e e R a e e e ehb et e ettt e e ae e e e anbeeeanneeeenaeas 18 19 23

B5 0 44 YRAIS ...ttt — e bt e h et e b bt e e ehb et e e be e e e ae e e e nbe e e anneeeenaeas 14 11 13

S (o R A=Y PP UPPRPPRRN 13 16 19

D5 0 B4 YRAIS....c..ueeeeiieie ettt bt e h et b e e e b et e Ehe e e aha et e e be e e e ae e e e anbe e e anneeeenaeas 19 22 27
Race or ethnic origin ()

White, NON-HISPANIC ...ttt ettt e et e e st e e e st e e e aaeeeeamteeeanneeeenaeeeanneeeanseeaannes 60 48 58

Black or African-American, non-Hispanic.... - -- --

[ [T oX= TaT (o o] ol -1 11 To T USROS 13 24 29

ASIAN, NON=HISPANIC ......eeieiiie ettt ettt e et e e s e e e s ae e e e te e e e aaeeeeanteeeanneeeeseeeeanneeeanseeaanes 9 5 6
Footnotes:

(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation. Cases where employment status is unknown are included in the counts

of wage and salary workers.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude data for Hispanics and Latinos. Cases where

ethnicity is unknown are included in counts of non-Hispanic workers.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iifloshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.
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