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Important Information about the ATUS Data Dictionary (ATUS-CPS)
Introduction

The American Time Use Survey (ATUS) is sponsored by the Bureau of Labor Statistics and conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau. The purpose of this document is to provide information about the variables available on one of the 2005
ATUS public use data files, the ATUS-CPS file. Variables that also appear on the Activity Summary file are identified.

The ATUS-CPS file contains information collected in the Current Population Survey (CPS) interviews about persons
selected to participate in ATUS and members of their households. The file has one record for each household member.
The CPS interviews were conducted two to five months prior to the ATUS interview. For this reason, some of the
information on the ATUS-CPS file was out of date at the time of the ATUS interview. When possible, it is best to
use variables collected in ATUS rather than their CPS counterparts.

This data dictionary lists all the variables available on the ATUS-CPS file and their valid values. It also provides directions
on how to read the data dictionary.

Three additional data dictionaries describe other 2005 ATUS data files. The 2005 ATUS interview data dictionary
describes the variables available on four files: the Roster file, the Activity file, the Who file, and the Respondent file. These
variables were collected and assigned in the ATUS interview. Another data dictionary describes the 2005 ATUS survey
methodology data, made up of the Case History file and the Call History file. The final data dictionary describes the 2005
Trips file. These additional data dictionaries are available on the ATUS website at

http://www.bls.gov/tus/datafiles _2005.htm.
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Naming Conventions and Definitions

Variables on the ATUS-CPS file are named according to ATUS and CPS rules (the only two exceptions to these rules are
the variables OCCURNUM and QSTNUM):

e The first character of the variable name identifies the level of the variable (whether it refers to a person, a
household, a household location, or an ATUS variable)

e The second character of the variable name identifies the variable type (whether it is unedited, edited, a recode, an
allocation flag, or topcoded)

e The remaining characters consist of a descriptive name

The table below lists the meaning of the first character in more detail.

First Level of Definition
Character | Variable
G CPS Geography variables are collected in CPS and identify a household location. For example,
Geography | GESTFIPS gives the FIPS state code for the location of the household.
variable
Geography variables have separate values for each household in the ATUS-CPS file. Thus,
they are the same for each member of the household. They are only found in the ATUS-CPS
file and not in any of the other ATUS public use files.
H CPS Household variables are collected in CPS and describe a household characteristic. For
Household | example, HRNUMHOU gives the total number of persons living in the household.
variable
Household variables have separate values for each household in the ATUS-CPS file. Thus,
they are the same for each member of the household. They are only found in the ATUS-CPS
file and not in any of the other ATUS public use files.
P CPS Person variables are collected in CPS and describe a characteristic of a person. For
Person example, PRTAGE gives the age of an individual.
variable
Person variables have separate values for each person in the ATUS-CPS file. They are only
found in the ATUS-CPS file and not in any of the other ATUS public use files.
T ATUS ATUS variables (“T” for time use) are collected through ATUS interviews.
variable
There are only two ATUS variables in the ATUS-CPS file, the ATUS case ID (TUCASEID)
and ATUS person line number (TULINENO). These variables are used for linking the ATUS-
CPS file to other ATUS files.
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The following table gives more information regarding the second character of the variable name.

Second Variable Definition
character | Type
U Unedited An unedited variable generally is produced by the Computer Assisted Telephone Interview
Variable (CATI) or Computer Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI) instrument and is either collected

or assigned during the interview.

“U” variables on ATUS-CPS file are either person (“P”), household (“H”), or ATUS (“T")

variables.
E Edited An edited variable is one that has gone through an editing process, or consistency checks.
Variable Values of edited variables are almost always equal to values of the corresponding unedited

variables. Data differ when a value is allocated or imputed by the processing system based
on CPS allocation rules. Allocations are typically performed when the unedited variable
contains a value of blank, "don't know," or "refused.”

An edited version of a variable exists only if that variable goes through an editing process.
If there are no edits for a variable, then only an unedited version of the variable exists.

The instrument enforces consistency between many variables. Industry and occupation
variables are an exception, as the instrument cannot ensure consistency because numeric
codes are not assigned until the case is sent to the National Processing Center (NPC).

“E” variables on the ATUS-CPS file can be either person (“P”), household (“H"), or
geography (“G”) variables.

R Recode A recode is a variable calculated by the processing system from a combination of other
items on the file. For example, PRMJOCCL is the major occupation code for the
respondent’s main job; this is not a response to a question but rather a variable that
summarizes (or “groups”) the more finely detailed occupation variable PEIO10OCD.

Recodes on the ATUS-CPS file are either person (“P”) or household (“H”) variables.

X Allocation Each edited person or household variable has a corresponding allocation flag indicating
Flag the nature of the allocation. For example, if PUSEX is blank, PESEX would be allocated
and have the corresponding allocation flag of PXSEX = 41 (blank to allocated value). See
the section on allocation flags for the complete list of values. There are three “X” variables
that do not have corresponding “E” variables but rather correspond to “R” or “T” variables
(PXAGE, PXRACEL, and PXINUSYR).

“X" variables on the ATUS-CPS file can be either person (“P”) or household (“H") variables.

W Weight These variables are pre-calculated weights for use in producing accurate CPS estimates.
For a variety of reasons, CPS weights should not be used to make time-use
estimates. These weights were created to generate population estimates from CPS
data, not from the subsample used in ATUS. Nor do they take into account unequal
representation of days of the week in the sample.

“W” variables on the ATUS-CPS file can be either person (“P”) or household (“H")

variables.
T Topcode These variables indicate topcoding, or the assigning of maximum values. Three topcode
Indicator variables on the ATUS-CPS file are indicator flags that relate to earnings, and the others

are variables that have been topcoded.

Topcode Indicator variables on the ATUS-CPS file can be either person (“P”) variables or
geography variables (“G”).
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Using these rules, variables can be more readily understood based on their names. For example, the variable PESEX can
be broken down as follows:

e The first character “P” indicates that this is a person-level variable that was collected or created through the CPS
interviews

e The second character “E” indicates that this variable went through an editing process; it also means that there will
be a corresponding allocation flag, PXSEX, to indicate the nature of the allocation

e The final part of the variable name, “SEX,” is descriptive

Some questions asked in the CPS interviews allow for more than one response. For such multiple entry questions, there
is a separate variable for each possible response. Each variable has the same descriptive name but a different
(sequential) number. For example, respondents can provide up to six answers to the question “You said you have been
trying to find work — how did you go about looking?” The variable names are PULKDK1, PULKDK2, PULKDKS3, etc.

Not all CPS variables are on the ATUS-CPS file. When there is an edited variable, the corresponding unedited variable is
usually omitted from the public use files. This is typically done to protect the confidentiality of CPS or ATUS respondents
as required by law. If an unedited variable is included on the public use files, it generally means that an edited version
does not exist and that the unedited version cannot be used to identify individual respondents.

2005 ATUS-CPS File

This file contains most of the variables on the CPS public use files for households selected to participate in ATUS,
whether or not there was a completed interview.

There is a record for each individual in the households selected for ATUS. However, the ATUS-CPS file represents
households as they were at the time of the CPS interview (also referred to as CPS MIS-8 data). The information on the
ATUS-CPS file was collected two to five months before the ATUS interview and in some cases was out of date at
the time of the ATUS survey. Because household composition can change, the ATUS Roster file may contain more
individuals for the same household. If an individual moved into the household after the CPS interview, CPS information
will not be available for that person. Those persons who are no longer living in the household at the time of the ATUS
interview are not included on the ATUS-CPS file.

In addition to updating the household roster, many of the CPS questions related to employment and school enrollment are
re-asked in the ATUS interview. When possible, it is better to use a more up-to-date variable from the ATUS
interview than a variable from the ATUS-CPS file. However, some information is not re-asked in the ATUS interview,
such as race and educational attainment, and is available only on the ATUS-CPS file.

A simplified example is shown below (the actual ATUS-CPS file contains many more variables). The TUCASEID identifies
each ATUS case, and the TULINENO identifies each individual in the household. In the example below, TUCASEID
20050100234567 has three persons residing in the household, while TUCASEID 20050100234570 and TUCASEID
20050100234585 have one person. Each household member has the same TUCASEID and a different TULINENO.

The example includes a household variable (HUFAMINC), a geography variable (GEREG), and two person variables
(PEMARITL and PRTAGE). All members of the same household have the same value for HUFAMINC (family income)
and GEREG (region) because the variables describe a given household. Each household member has an individual value
for PEMARITL (marital status) and PRTAGE (age). Some household members do not have information for all person
variables. For example, TULINENO 3 of TUCASEID 20050100234567 is missing (value = -1) marital status (PEMARITL).
This is because PRMARITL is not defined for individuals younger than 15.

TUCASEID TULINENO | HUFAMINC | GEREG PEMARITL | PRTAGE
20050100234567 1 12 1 1 45
20050100234567 2 12 1 1 44
20050100234567 3 12 1 -1 12
20050100234570 1 7 3 3 70
20050100234585 1 13 2 4 57
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Differences between ATUS-CPS File and CPS Public Use File

Most of the variables available on the CPS public use file also are available on the ATUS-CPS file, but there are some
variables that appear on one file and not on the other. Some of these variables do not exist on one of the files, and others
correspond to variables with different names. Also, a change in the format of CPS public use files in August 2005 resulted
in some variable changes.

The table below lists the variables that are missing from either the 2005 ATUS-CPS file or the August 2004 to October
2005 CPS public use files and shows whether there is a corresponding variable.

CPS Variable | Definition of Variable | ATUS Variable
Variables on CPS Public Use Files that have no corresponding variable on the 2005 ATUS-CPS File
PURELFLG Relationship to the business owner (discontinued in
CPS starting with August 2005)
GTCBSA CBSA FIPS code
GTCSA Consolidated Statistical Area
GTCO County code No corresponding variable
GTCBSAST Principle City/Balance Status
GTINDVPC Individual Principle City
GTCBSASZ Metropolitan Area (CBSA) Size
PRCHLD Presence of own children by selected age group
Variables on CPS Public Use Files that have corresponding variables on the 2005 ATUS-CPS File
PEAGE Person’s age as of survey week PRTAGE
PRDTRACE Detailed race (changed to PTDTRACE in CPS starting | PTDTRACE
in August 2005)
PRINUSYR Immigrant’s year of entry PRINUYER
Variables on the 2005 ATUS-CPS File that have no corresponding variable on CPS Public Use Files
ATUS case ID TUCASEID
No corresponding variable | ATUS person line number TULINENO
Scrambled pseudo PSU cluster GEPSEUCL
Scrambled pseudo PSU collapsed stratum GEPSEUST

Valid Values

Each variable has a number of valid values or a range of valid values. For example, the variable PESEX has two valid
values: 1 for male and 2 for female. The variable PRTAGE, on the other hand, has a range of valid values — any entry
between 0 and 85 (except 81 through 84) is considered valid. Individual valid values or a range of valid values are listed
under each variable in the data dictionary. A few variables have so many valid values that they are not included on the
data dictionary; instead, they are provided in an appendix or a separate document. (References to these are included as a
“Note” under the relevant variables in the data dictionary.) One example of a variable like this is PEIO1ICD, which
identifies the industry code of the respondent’s main job.

Many variables have the following possible valid values:

Value Description
-1 Blank

-2 Don’t know
-3 Refused

Since so many variables have these possible values, they are not shown as valid entries for each item.

Two variables on the ATUS-CPS file do not list either valid values or a range of valid values. These are identifying
variables: the primary identifier for ATUS cases (TUCASEID) and the primary identifier for CPS cases (HRHHID).
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Allocation Flags

For every person-level or household-level edited item (or all “PE” and “HE” variables), there is a corresponding allocation
flag whose second character is "X." All remaining characters of the two variables’ names are the same. For example,
PXSEX is the allocation flag for PESEX.

All allocation flags have the following list of possible values:

0 Value — no change
1 Blank — no change
2 Don’t know — no change
3 Refused — no change
10 Value to value
11 Blank to value
12 Don’t know to value
13 Refused to value
20 Value to longitudinal value
21 Blank to longitudinal value
22 Don’t know to longitudinal value
23 Refused to longitudinal value
30 Value to allocated longitudinal value (unused)
31 Blank to allocated longitudinal value (unused)
32 Don’t know to allocated longitudinal value (unused)
33 Refused to allocated longitudinal value (unused)
40 Value to allocated value
41 Blank to allocated value
42 Don’t know to allocated value
43 Refused to allocated value
50 Value to blank
52 Don’t know to blank
53 Refused to blank

Each digit of these valid values identifies how and why edited variables were allocated.

The first digit indicates how the allocation was made to the “E” (or edited) variable.

First Digit

0 or Blank

No change between “U” variable and “E” variable

1

“E” variable changed to a value

2

“E” variable changed to a longitudinal value (the corresponding value from
the a prior CPS interview)

3

“E” variable changed to an allocated longitudinal value (the corresponding
allocated value from a prior CPS interview) - unused

“E” variable changed to allocated value

4
5

“E” variable changed to a blank

The second digit indicates why the “U” variable was allocated, whether the value was an unacceptable one,
missing, don’t know, or refused.

Second Digit

“U” variable was equal to some value

“U” variable was blank (or -1)

“U” variable was don’t know (or -2)

WN|F|O

“U” variable was refused (or -3)

All “X” variables follow this standard format. One ATUS-CPS variable is an allocation flag with the standard list of 53
variables and yet does not follow the standard naming convention. This variable is PRCITFLG, and it is an allocation flag
for PRCITSHP (citizenship status).
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There are two other variables that indicate allocation and do not follow the “X” variable values. These variables both have
values of either O or 1, with 1 indicating that another variable has been allocated. These variables include:

PRWERNAL Indicates that PRERNWA (weekly earnings) contains allocated information. This variable will
not indicate topcoding in PRERNWA, variables indicating topcoding are PTOT, PTWK, and
PTHR.

PRHERNAL Indicates that PRERNHLY (hourly earnings) contains allocated information. This variable will
not indicate topcoding in PRERNHLY; variables indicating topcoding are PTOT, PTWK, and
PTHR.

All “PE” and “HE” variables have a corresponding “X” variable, but there are three “X” variables that do not have a
corresponding “E” variable but rather correspond to an “R” variable. These are:

PXRACE1 PRDTRACE: allocation flag
PXAGE PRTAGE: allocation flag
PXINUSYR PRINUYER: allocation flag

Edited Universe

Edited variables and recodes are defined for certain universes, and these are listed in the data dictionary. For example,
PEMJNUM (number of jobs) is only defined for those who have indicated that they have more than one job. Therefore, the
universe for PEMJIJNUM is PEMJOT = 1 (PEMJOT is the multiple job status of the individual, and a value of 1 indicates
that the individual has more than one job).

Certain variables might initially appear to be the same because their descriptions are very similar. These variables are
different in that they were asked of different groups. For example, the variables PEERNH10 and PEERNH2 both have the
same question text of “Excluding overtime pay, tips, and commissions, what is your hourly rate of pay on your main job?”
The difference in these two variables has to do with which respondents were asked each question, and this can be
determined by looking at the edited universe. PEERNH10 was asked of respondents with PEERNPER = 1, or those
respondents who said it was easiest to report their earnings hourly. PEERNH2, on the other hand, was asked of
respondents who said it was easiest to report their earnings some other way than hourly even though they were paid
hourly.

CPS Design and Methodology

More information on CPS design and methodology can be found in CPS Technical Paper 66 at
http://www.census.gov/prod/2006pubs/tp-66.pdf.
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Organization of the Data Dictionary

Variables are listed in the data dictionary in alphabetical order.

Below is a sample entry from the ATUS-CPS data dictionary:

Name of
variable

}

GEREG

Description of
variable or
question
wording used
to collect data

v

Region

Edited Universe:

Valid Entries:

* Note:

value

The valid entries may be
either a list of valid values or
a maximum and a minimum

Frequently Used Variables

Identifies when
the variable is
defined

A WN =

/

All households in sample

Northeast

Identifies on which of
the ATUS files the
variable is located

l

ATUS-CPS File

Midwest (formerly North Central)

South
West
Region definitions are listed in Appendix A

AN

Additional notes
about the variable

The ATUS files have many variables and users may sometimes have difficulty determining which ones to use. A list of the
most commonly used ATUS variables is available at www.bls.gov/tus/fregvariables.pdf.
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Linking ATUS Public Use Files

Each of the ATUS public use files contains useful information, but in order to produce most estimates, the files need to be
linked. All of the public use files contain the variables TUCASEID, which is the ATUS identification number. Two other
variables that can be used for linking in conjunction with TUCASEID are TULINENO (person line number) and

TUACTIVITY_N (activity line number).

File

Linking Variables

Basic ATUS data files

Respondent file

TUCASEID
TULINENO (always equal to 1 on the Respondent file)

Roster file TUCASEID
TULINENO
Activity file TUCASEID
TUACTIVITY_N
Who file TUCASEID
TUACTIVITY_N
TULINENO
ATUS-CPS file TUCASEID
TULINENO
Activity Summary file TUCASEID
Additional ATUS data files
Case History file TUCASEID
Call History file TUCASEID
Trips file TUCASEID
Replicate Weights file TUCASEID

Linking ATUS Files to the Final CPS Interview

The ATUS files can be linked to the CPS public use files using information on the ATUS-CPS file. Cases on the ATUS-
CPS file can be linked to their final CPS interview. Because the last CPS interview occurs two to five months before the
ATUS interview, CPS files from August 2004 to October 2005 link to the 2005 ATUS-CPS file.

File

Linking Variables

ATUS-CPS file

HRHHID
PULINENO
HRMONTH
HRYEAR4
HRHHID2

Final CPS Interview (MIS-8)

HRHHID
PULINENO
HRMONTH
HRYEAR4
HRHHID2

CPS files can be downloaded from the CPS website at http://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/ftp/cps_ftp.html. CPS variable
information found in this document is based on the CPS data dictionaries found on this website. It is important to note that
CPS data from other sources can have different names, different formats, or different default values for the same

variables.

Changes between years of ATUS data

Those wishing to combine multiple years of ATUS data should be aware of changes to ATUS survey methods between
years—such as new, discontinued, and changed variables—as well as differences in activity codes between years. For a
list of these changes, see the document describing ATUS changes (www.bls.gov/tus/changes.pdf) and the document
describing Activity Coding Lexicon changes (www.bls.gov/tus/lexiconchanges.pdf).

10
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2005 ATUS Data Dictionary: Public ATUS-CPS Data
Name Description File
GEPSEUCL Scrambled pseudo primary sampling unit (PSU) cluster ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 20 Min Value
16000 Max Value
GEPSEUST Scrambled pseudo primary sampling unit (PSU) collapsed stratum ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 100 Min Value
6000 Max Value
GEREG Region ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 1 Northeast
2 Midwest (formerly North Central)
3 South
4 West
*Note: Region definitions are listed in Appendix A
GESTCEN Census state code ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 11 Min Value
95 Max Value
*Note: Census state codes are listed in Appendix A
GESTFIPS Federal Processing Information Standards (FIPS) state code ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 01 Min Value
56 Max Value
*Note: FIPS state codes are listed in Appendix A
GTMETSTA Metropolitan status (2000 definitions) ATUS-CPS File,
Activity Summary File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 1 Metropolitan
2 Non-metropolitan
3 Not identified
*Note: GTMETSTA is based on MSA definitions from the 2000 Decennial Census and is not
comparable to GEMETSTA (available on 2003 and 2004 ATUS-CPS files).
HEHOUSUT Edited: type of housing unit ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe:  All households in sample

Valid Entries:

1
2
3
4

House, apartment, flat

Housing unit in nontransient hotel, motel, etc.
Housing unit permanent in transient hotel, motel
Housing unit in rooming house

11
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Name

HEPHONEO

HETELAVL

HETELHHD

HETENURE

HRHHID

HRHHID2

HRHTYPE

Description File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample

Valid Entries: 5 Mobile home or trailer with no permanent room added
6 Mobile home or trailer with 1 or more rooms added
7 Housing unit not specified above
8 Quarters not housing unit in rooming/boarding house
9 Unit not permanent in transient hotel/motel
10 Unoccupied tent site or trailer site
11 Student quarters in college dorm
12 Other unit not specified above
Edited: is a telephone interview acceptable? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: HETELHHD =1 or HETELAVL =1

Valid Entries: 0 Unknown
1 Yes
2 No

Edited: is there a telephone elsewhere on which people in this household ATUS-CPS File
can be contacted?

Edited Universe: HETELHHD =2

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: is there a telephone in this house/apartment? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: HRINTSTA =1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: are your living quarters owned, rented for cash, or occupied ATUS-CPS File

without payment of cash rent?
Edited Universe: HRINTSTA =1

Valid Entries: 1 Owned or being bought by a household member
2 Rented for cash
3 Occupied without payment of cash rent
Household ID (15-digit identifier) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe:  All households in sample

Household ID part 2 (5-digit identifier) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe:  All households in sample

Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
99999 Max Value
Household type ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: Husband/wife primary family (neither Armed Forces)
Husband/wife primary family (either/both Armed Forces)
Unmarried civilian male - primary family householder
Unmarried civilian female - primary family householder

A ODN =

12

December 2012
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Name Description File
Valid Entries: 5 Primary family householder - respondent in Armed Forces,
unmarried
6 Civilian male primary individual
7 Civilian female primary individual
8 Primary individual householder - respondent in Armed Forces
9 Group quarters with family
10 Group quarters without family
HRINTSTA Interview status ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 1 Interview
HRLONGLK Longitudinal link indicator ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 0 Replacement household - no link to prior month
2 Link to previous month
HRMIS Month in sample ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: All households in sample
Valid Entries: 8 Month in sample 8 (MIS-8)
HRMONTH Month of interview ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
12 Max Value
HRNUMHOU Total number of persons in the household (household members) ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
16 Max Value
*Note: This number reflects the number of people who were living in the household at the time of
the final CPS interview (MIS-8) and may not match the total number of persons listed for
each TUCASEID on the ATUS-CPS file. Those persons who are no longer living in the
household at the time of the ATUS interview are eliminated from the ATUS-CPS file.
HRYEAR4 Year of interview ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe:  All households in sample
Valid Entries: 2004 Min Value
2005 Max Value
HUBUS Does anyone in this household have a business or a farm? ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
HUBUSLA1 PULINENO of farm or business owner (first owner) ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
99 Max Value
HUBUSL2 PULINENO of farm or business owner (second owner) ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
99 Max Value

13
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Name Description File
HUBUSL3 PULINENO of farm or business owner (third owner) ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
99 Max Value
HUBUSL4 PULINENO of farm or business owner (fourth owner) ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
99 Max Value
HUFAMINC Family income ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Less than $5,000
2 $5,000 to $7,499
3 $7,500 to $9,999
4 $10,000 to $12,499
5 $12,500 to $14,999
6 $15,000 to $19,999
7 $20,000 to $24,999
8 $25,000 to $29,999
9 $30,000 to $34,999
10 $35,000 to $39,999
11 $40,000 to $49,999
12 $50,000 to $59,999
13 $60,000 to $74,999
14 $75,000 to $99,999
15 $100,000 to $149,999
16 $150,000 and over
*Note: The combined income of all family members during the last 12 months. Includes money
from jobs; net income from business, farm or rent; pensions; dividends; interest; Social
Security payments; and any other money income received by family members who are 15
years of age or older.
HUFINAL Final outcome code ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 001 Fully complete CATI
002 Partially complete CATI
004 Partial CATI - not complete at closeout
005 Labor force complete, supplement incomplete, CATI
201 Fully complete CAPI
203 Sufficient partial CAPI - pre-closeout
204 Sufficient partial CAPI - at closeout
205 Labor force complete, supplement incomplete, CAPI
*Note: CATI = computer assisted telephone interview, and CAPI| = computer assisted personal
interview
HUINTTYP Type of interview ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Personal
2 Telephone
HUPRSCNT Number of actual and attempted personal contacts ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
9 Max Value
HURESPLI PULINENO of the current respondent ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
HUSPNISH Is Spanish the only language spoken by all members of this household ATUS-CPS File

who are 15 years and older?

14
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Name Description File
Valid Entries: 1 Spanish only language spoken
HUTYPB Type B non-interview categories ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Vacant regular
2 Temporarily occupied by persons w/ usual residence elsewhere
3 Vacant storage of household furniture
4 Unfit or to be demolished
9 Other type B
HUTYPC Type C non-interview categories ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
9 Max Value
*Note: HUTYPC is missing for all ATUS cases
HUTYPEA Type A non-interview categories ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
4 Max Value
*Note: HUTYPEA is missing for all ATUS cases
HWHHWGT Household weight (4 implied decimals) ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: HRINTSTA =1
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
9999999999 Max Value
*Note: Used for tallying household characteristics. CPS weights should not be used to make
time-use estimates.
HXHOUSUT HEHOUSUT: allocation flag ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
53 Max Value
*Note: See Introduction for allocation flag values
HXPHONEO HEPHONEO: allocation flag ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
53 Max Value
*Note: See Introduction for allocation flag values
HXTELAVL HETELAVL.: allocation flag ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
53 Max Value
*Note: See Introduction for allocation flag values
HXTELHHD HETELHHD: allocation flag ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
53 Max Value
*Note: See Introduction for allocation flag values
HXTENURE HETENURE: allocation flag ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
53 Max Value
*Note: See Introduction for allocation flag values
OCCURNUM Unique person identifier ATUS-CPS File
Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
16 Max Value
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS

Name

PEABSPDO

PEABSRSN

PEAFEVER

PEAFNOW

PEAFWHEN

Description File
*Note: Valid only within any specific month

Edited: are you being paid by your employer for any of the time off last ATUS-CPS File
week?

Edited Universe: PEABSRSN =4-12 or 14
Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: what was the main reason you were absent from work last week? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEMLR =2

Valid Entries: 1 On layoff
2 Slack work/business conditions
3 Waiting for a new job to begin
4 Vacation/personal days
5 Own illness/injury/medical problems
6 Childcare problems
7 Other family/personal obligation
8 Maternity/paternity leave
9 Labor dispute
10 Weather affected job
11 School/training
12 Civic/military duty
13 Does not work in the business
14 Other
Edited: did you ever serve on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PRTAGE >= 17 and PEAFNOW = 2

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
*Note: This variable was added in 2005 August CPS, and the variable PUAFEVER was
discontinued. Therefore, cases with HRYEAR4 = 2004 or (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and
HRMONTH < 8) will have blank values of PEAFEVER.

Edited: are you now in the Armed Forces? ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: PRPERTYP=2o0r3

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: | was told that you served on active duty of the U.S. Armed ATUS-CPS File

Forces. When did you serve?
Edited Universe: PRPERTYP =2
Valid Entries: 1 Vietnam Era (8/64-4/75)

2 Korean War (6/50-1/55)

3 World War Il (9/40-7/47)

4 World War | (4/17-11/18)

5 Other service (all other periods)
6 Non-veteran

*Note: This variable was discontinued in 2005 August CPS, and the variables PEAFWHN1 -
PEAFWHN4 were introduced. Therefore, cases with (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and HRMONTH

> 7) will have blank values of PEAFWHEN.
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS December 2012

Name Description File
PEAFWHN1 Edited: when did you serve in the Armed Forces? (first period) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEAFEVER =1

Valid Entries: 1 September 2001 or later

2 August 1990 to August 2001

3 May 1975 to July 1990

4 Vietnam Era (August 1964 to April 1975)

5 February 1955 to July 1964

6 Korean War (July 1950 to January 1955)

7 January 1947 to June 1950

8 World War Il (December 1941 to December 1946)

9 November 1941 or earlier

*Note: This variable was added in 2005 August CPS, and the variable PEAFWHEN was
discontinued. Therefore, cases with HRYEAR4 = 2004 or (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and
HRMONTH < 8) will have blank values of PEAFWHN1.

PEAFWHN2 Edited: when did you serve in the Armed Forces? (second period) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEAFEVER =1

Valid Entries: 1 September 2001 or later

2 August 1990 to August 2001

3 May 1975 to July 1990

4 Vietnam Era (August 1964 to April 1975)

5 February 1955 to July 1964

6 Korean War (July 1950 to January 1955)

7 January 1947 to June 1950

8 World War Il (December 1941 to December 1946)

9 November 1941 or earlier

*Note: This variable was added in 2005 August CPS, and the variable PEAFWHEN was
discontinued. Therefore, cases with HRYEAR4 = 2004 or (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and
HRMONTH < 8) will have blank values of PEAFWHN2.

PEAFWHN3 Edited: when did you serve in the Armed Forces? (third period) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEAFEVER =1

Valid Entries: 1 September 2001 or later

2 August 1990 to August 2001

3 May 1975 to July 1990

4 Vietnam Era (August 1964 to April 1975)

5 February 1955 to July 1964

6 Korean War (July 1950 to January 1955)

7 January 1947 to June 1950

8 World War Il (December 1941 to December 1946)

9 November 1941 or earlier

*Note: This variable was added in 2005 August CPS, and the variable PEAFWHEN was
discontinued. Therefore, cases with HRYEAR4 = 2004 or (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and
HRMONTH < 8) will have blank values of PEAFWHNS3.

PEAFWHN4 Edited: when did you serve in the Armed Forces? (fourth period) ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: PEAFEVER =1

Valid Entries: 1 September 2001 or later
2 August 1990 to August 2001
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS

December 2012

Name

PECYC

PEDIPGED

PEDW4WK

PEDWAVL

PEDWAVR

PEDWLKO

PEDWLKWK

Description

Edited Universe: PEAFEVER =1
Valid Entries: 3 May 1975 to July 1990

4 Vietnam Era (August 1964 to April 1975)
5 February 1955 to July 1964
6
7
8

Korean War (July 1950 to January 1955)

January 1947 to June 1950

File

World War Il (December 1941 to December 1946)

9 November 1941 or earlier

*Note: This variable was added in 2005 August CPS, and the variable PEAFWHEN was
discontinued. Therefore, cases with HRYEAR4 = 2004 or (HRYEAR4 = 2005 and

HRMONTH < 8) will have blank values of PEAFWHN4.
Edited: how many years of college credit have you completed?

Edited Universe: PEEDUCA =40 - 42

ATUS-CPS File

Valid Entries: 1 Less than 1 year (includes 0 years completed)
2 The first or freshman year
3 The second or sophomore year
4 The third or junior year
5 Four or more years

Edited: how did you get your high school diploma?
Edited Universe: PEEDUCA = 39

Valid Entries: 1 Graduation from high school
2 GED or other equivalent
Edited: did you do any of this work during the last 4 weeks?

Edited Universe: PEDWWK =1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: last week, could you have started a job if one had been offered?

Edited Universe: PEDWWK =2 or PEDWLKWK = 1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes

2 No
Edited: why could you not have started a job if one had been offered last
week?

Edited Universe: PEDWAVL =2

Valid Entries: 1 Own temporary iliness
2 Going to school
3 Other

Edited: did you look for work any time in the last 12 months?
Edited Universe: PUDWCK4 =1 -3 or PEDWRSN =1 - 11

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: and since you left that job or business have you looked for work?

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS December 2012

Name

PEDWRSN

PEDWWK

PEDWWNTO

PEEDUCA

Description File
Edited Universe: n PEDW4WK = 2

Valid Entries: 1 Yes

2 No
Edited: what is the main reason you were not looking for work during the  ATUS-CPS File
last 4 weeks?

Edited Universe: PUDWCK4 =4 or -1
Valid Entries: 1 Believes no work available in area of expertise

2 Couldn’t find any work

3 Lacks necessary schooling/training

4 Employers think too young or too old

5 Other types of discrimination

6 Can’t arrange childcare

7 Family responsibilities

8 In school or other training

9 lll-health, physical disability

10 Transportation problems

11 Other

Edited: did you actually work at a job or business during the last 12 ATUS-CPS File
months?

Edited Universe: PEDWLKO =1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: do you currently want a job, either full or part time? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PUDWCK1 =3, 4, or -1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes, or maybe/it depends

2 No

3 Retired

4 Disabled

5 Unable to work
Edited: what is the highest level of school you have completed or the ATUS-CPS File,
highest degree you have received? Activity Summary File

Edited Universe: PRPERTYP=2o0r3

Valid Entries: 31 Less than 1st grade
32 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade
33 5th or 6th grade
34 7th or 8th grade
35 9th grade
36 10th grade
37 11th grade
38 12th grade - no diploma
39 High school graduate - diploma or equivalent (GED)
40 Some college but no degree
41 Associate degree - occupational/vocational
42 Associate degree - academic program
43 Bachelor's degree (BA, AB, BS, etc.)
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS December 2012

Name Description File
Valid Entries: 44 Master's degree (MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MSW, etc.)
45 Professional school degree (MD, DDS, DVM, etc.)
46 Doctoral degree (PhD, EdD, etc.)
PEERN Edited: total weekly overtime earnings (2 implied decimals) ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: = PEERNUOT =1 and PEERNPER =1

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
288461 Max Value
PEERNCOV Edited: on this job, are you covered by a union or employee association ATUS-CPS File
contract?

Edited Universe: PEIO1COW =1-5and PEMLR=1-2

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
PEERNH10 Edited: excluding overtime pay, tips, and commissions, what is your hourly ATUS-CPS File

rate of pay on your main job? (2 implied decimals)
Edited Universe: PEERNPER =1

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
9999 Max Value
PEERNH2 Edited: excluding overtime pay, tips, and commissions, what is your hourly ATUS-CPS File

rate of pay on your main job? (2 implied decimals)
Edited Universe: PEERNRT =1

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
9999 Max Value
*Note:  Subject to topcoding such that PEERNHRO x PEERNH2 < or = 2884.61
PEERNHRO Edited: how many hours do you usually work per week at this rate? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEERNH10 >=0

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
PEERNHRY Edited: hourly/non-hourly status ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PRERELG =1

Valid Entries: 1 Hourly worker
2 Non-hourly worker
PEERNLAB Edited: on this job, are you a member of a labor union or of an employee = ATUS-CPS File

association similar to a union?
Edited Universe: PEIO1COW =1-5and PEMLR=1-2

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
PEERNPER Edited: for your main job, what is the easiest way for you to report your ATUS-CPS File

total earnings before taxes or other deductions: hourly, weekly, annually,
or some other way?

Edited Universe: PRERELG =1

Valid Entries: 1 Hourly
Weekly
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS

December 2012

Name

PEERNRT

PEERNUOT

PEERNWKP

PEFENTVTY

PEGR6COR

PEGRPROF

PEHGCOMP

Description

Edited Universe: PRERELG =1
Valid Entries: 3 Bi-weekly

4 Twice monthly

5 Monthly

6 Annually

7 Other

Edited: even though you told me it is easier to report your earnings
another way, are you paid at an hourly rate on your main job?

Edited Universe: PEERNPER=2-7

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No

Edited: do you usually receive overtime pay, tips, or commissions at your

job?
Edited Universe: PRERELG =1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
Edited: how many weeks a year do you get paid?

Edited Universe: PEERNPER =6

Valid Entries: 1 Min Value
52 Max Value
Edited: in what country was your father born?

Edited Universe: PRPERTYP=1-3

Valid Entries: 57 United States
72 Puerto Rico
96 U.S. Outlying Area
100-554 Foreign country or at sea
555 Abroad, country not known

*Note: Nativity country codes are listed in Appendix A

Edited: did you complete six or more graduate or professional school
courses?

Edited Universe: PEGRPROF =1

Valid Entries: 1 Yes

2 No
Edited: since completing your bachelor's degree, have you taken any
graduate or professional school courses for credit?

Edited Universe: PEEDUCA =43

Valid Entries: 1 Yes

2 No
Edited: what was the highest grade of regular school you completed
before receiving your GED?

Edited Universe: PEDIPGED =2

Valid Entries: 1 Less than 1st grade
2 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade

File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File

ATUS-CPS File
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS December 2012

Name Description File
Edited Universe: PEDIPGED =2

Valid Entries: 3 5th or 6th grade
4 7th or 8th grade
5 9th grade
6 10th grade
7 11th grade
8 12th grade - no diploma
PEHRACT1 Edited: last week, how many hours did you actually work at your main ATUS-CPS File
job?
Edited Universe: PEMLR =1
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
PEHRACT2 Edited: last week, how many hours did you actually work at your other ATUS-CPS File

job(s)?
Edited Universe: PEMLR =1 and PEMJOT =1

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
PEHRACTT Edited: total hours actually worked last week (sum of PEHRACT1 and ATUS-CPS File
PEHRACT?2)

Edited Universe: PEMLR =1

Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
198 Max Value
PEHRAVL Edited: last week, could you have worked full time if the hours had been ATUS-CPS File
available?
Edited Universe: PEHRACTT =1 - 34 and PEMLR =1 and PEHRUSLT < 35 and PEHRRSN1
=1-3
Valid Entries: 1 Yes
2 No
PEHRFTPT Edited: do you usually work more than 35 hours per week at your ATUS-CPS File

job(s)/family business?
Edited Universe: PEHRUSL1 =-4 or PEHRUSL2 = -4

Valid Entries: 1 Full time
2 Part time
3 Hours vary
PEHRRSN1 Edited: what is your main reason for working part time? ATUS-CPS File

Edited Universe: PEHRWANT = 1
Valid Entries: 1 Slack work/business conditions

2 Could only find part time work

3 Seasonal work

4 Childcare problems

5 Other family/personal obligations

6 Health/medical limitations

7 School/training

8 Retired/Social Security limit on earnings
9 Full time work week is less than 35 hours
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2005 ATUS data: Variables collected in CPS December 2012
Name Description File
Valid Entries: 10 Other
PEHRRSN2 Edited: what is the main reason you do not want to work full time? ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: PEHRWANT =2
Valid Entries: 1 Childcare problems
2 Other family/personal obligations
3 Health/medical limitations
4 School/training
5 Retired/Social Security limit on earnings
6 Full time work week is less than 35 hours
7 Other
PEHRRSN3 Edited: what is the main reason you worked less than 35 hours last week? ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: PEHRACTT =1 - 34 and PUHRCK7 <> 1 or 2 and PEMLR =1 and
(PEHRUSLT >= 35 or PEHRUSLT = -4)
Valid Entries: 1 Slack work/business conditions
2 Seasonal work
3 Job started or ended during week
4 Vacation/personal day
5 Own illness/injury/medical appointment
6 Holiday (legal or religious)
7 Childcare problems
8 Other family/personal obligations
9 Labor dispute
10 Weather affected job
11 School/training
12 Civic/military duty
13 Other reason
PEHRUSL1 Edited: how many hours per week do you usually work at your main job?  ATUS-CPS File
Edited Universe: PEMLR =1 or2
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
*Note: -4 (Hours vary) is also valid for PEHRUSL1
PEHRUSL2 Edited: how many hours per week do you usually work at your other ATUS-CPS File
job(s)?
Edited Universe: PEMJOT =1 and PEMLR =1 or 2
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
99 Max Value
*Note: -4 (Hours vary) is also valid for PEHRUSL2
PEHRUSLT Edited: total hours usually worked per week (sum of PEHRUSL1 and ATUS-CPS File
PEHRUSL2)
Edited Universe: PEMLR =1 or2
Valid Entries: 0 Min Value
198 Max Value
*Note: -4 (Hours vary) is also valid for PEHRUSLT
PEHRWANT Edited: do you want to work a full time work week of 35 hours or more per ATUS-CPS File

week?
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