
HOUSEHOLD DATA
NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
A-38. Persons not in the labor force by desire and availability for work, age, and sex
[In thousands]

Category

Total Age Sex

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

16 to 24
years

25 to 54
years

55 years
and over

Men Women

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

Feb.
2020

Feb.
2021

Total not in the labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95,393 100,910 16,775 17,279 21,328 23,530 57,290 60,101 38,979 41,470 56,415 59,440

Do not want a job now1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,420 94,008 15,419 15,696 19,194 20,232 55,807 58,081 36,452 38,147 53,968 55,861

Want a job1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,973 6,902 1,356 1,584 2,134 3,298 1,483 2,020 2,526 3,323 2,447 3,579

Did not search for work in previous
year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,915 4,421 733 1,013 1,133 1,936 1,049 1,471 1,446 2,034 1,469 2,387

Searched for work in previous year,
but not in past 4 weeks2. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,058 2,481 623 571 1,001 1,362 434 549 1,080 1,289 978 1,192

Not available to work now. . . . . . . . . . . . 564 540 233 127 252 337 79 76 293 237 272 303

Marginally attached (available to
work now)3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,494 1,942 391 444 748 1,024 355 473 788 1,053 707 889

Discouraged over job prospects4.. . 421 529 106 84 204 317 111 128 260 275 161 253

Reasons other than
discouragement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,073 1,413 285 360 545 707 244 345 528 778 545 636

Family responsibilities. . . . . . . . . . . 110 149 18 17 67 110 24 22 12 35 98 115

In school or training. . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 151 113 103 44 44 1 3 61 83 96 68

Ill health or disability. . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 157 19 12 46 69 48 76 57 88 56 69

Other5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 692 956 134 227 387 484 171 244 398 572 295 384

1 Includes some persons who are not asked if they want a job, such as passive jobseekers.
2 Persons who had a job in the prior 12 months must have searched since the end of that job.
3 Persons ″marginally attached to the labor force″ are those who want a job, have searched for work during the prior 12 months, and were available to take a job during

the reference week, but had not looked for work in the past 4 weeks.
4 Discouraged workers are persons marginally attached to the labor force who did not actively look for work in the prior 4 weeks for reasons such as thinks no work

available, could not find work, lacks schooling or training, employer thinks too young or old, and other types of discrimination.
5 Includes those who did not actively look for work in the prior 4 weeks for such reasons as child-care and transportation problems, as well as a small number for which

reason for nonparticipation was not ascertained.

NOTE: Updated population controls are introduced annually with the release of January data.
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